May 21 2005


Cal-Neva Combat Club





The day was warm, sunny, and free of clouds for the first battle at Greenwood lake. After a hearty breakfast at Bret’s, six captains made it over to the pond including two rookies. Jerry had put a re-fit on the Derfflinger and she was looking good as new. Rob came up from Monterrey with his new boat, the Newport News, which looked great. Both were eager to test their meddle against the other captains of the club.





Battle #1


Team Axis: SMS Derfflinger, KuK Viribus Unitas


Team Scapa Flow: HMS Invincible, USS Newport News, SMS Hindenburg





The first sortie began with the call of “battle” as five ships lurched towards one another. The Hindenburg and Derfflinger crossed very close to one another, guns blazing from both German warships. The two battle cruisers came together and locked for a moment before breaking away to go after other prey. Meanwhile the VU and Invincible circled one another trying to line up for shots. The Newport News stood off and sniped at the action, only to retreat to deeper water when the VU turned for retribution. With every ship firing madly, the sortie was over quickly as magazines ran dry and gas was expended.





The second sortie followed with more of the same action as the first, though now it was the Hindenburg and VU locking together throughout the battle, with the News trying to bait the Derfflinger to chase her sterns. The Invincible was having electrical issues and pulled out of the sortie for repairs. Once again, ammo ran low and the sortie ended with no clear winner. After looking at the damage (or lack there of) it was decided not to patch for the second battle.





Battle #2


Team Two-Funnels: SMS Derfflinger, KuK Viribus Unitas


Team One, Two, or Three-Funnels: USS Newport News, HMS Invincible, SMS Hindenburg


The first sortie of the second battle saw the Invincible re-join the fight for her team. Once again the Hindenburg and the Derfflinger sized one another up and fired many rounds at one another. The Newport News began to work a bit more with the Hburg to bait the VU into a trap, but the cruiser ran out of ammo just as the Axis battleship came under her guns. This left the Hindenburg to rampage alone against the VU and Derfflinger as the Invincible waited for one of the other ships to call five. As it turned out, the VU ran up against the Iboat and got a few rounds in below the waterline causing the British ship to start pumping. The Hindenburg tried in vain to pin down the VU but ran low on ammo and called five along with the News. The boats came off the water with the I-boat looking the worse for wear.





The final sortie of the day saw the Invincible out with more electrical issues, leaving just the cruiser Newport News and the Hindenburg to face the VU and the Derfflinger. This time it was the nearly-black painted Hindenburg that was the aggressor, moving to engage both the VU and the Derf with some success as the Derfflinger began to pump more than intermittently. Of course the Hburg paid for taking on two ships, pumping some herself after a few engagements. The News once again sniped from range and ran out of ammo, leaving the Hindenburg to outlast both Axis ships and come off the water last. Without a doubt each captain had a great battle and will be looking for some payback next month.





Scores:


SMS Derfflinger (rookie) 2-1-4 for 245


KuK Viribus Unitas 7-2-2 for 220


HMS Invincible 12-0-3 for 270


SMS Hindenburg 10-3-3 for 325


USS Newport News (rookie) 6-0-2 for 160





Team Axis Two funnels total: 465


Team Scapa Flow 1,2,3 funnels total: 755




















