The Battle of Monterrey





It was a clear and fresh day at the Naval Postgraduate School as the armada from the inlands arrived to do battle. Rob was on post with the Newport News, Steve brought the trusty Invincible, Brandon and Jerry trucked in from Reno with the Derfflinger and Hindenburg. Rob was also kind enough to arrange a battle site for us right on the grounds of NPS that turned out to be a perfect place to sling BBs.





Battle 1:


Invincible, Newport News vs. Derfflinger, Hindenburg





Sortie One:


The day started with the battle cruisers splitting up as the Hindy and Iboat circled each other while the Newport News harassed the Derfflinger. The battle wound down as ammo was depleted and Rob was coaxed back in to shore. The Hindenburg returned back up the inlet towards the Jade Estuary and hid in the shadows.





Sortie Two:


Much of the same as the Iboat drew the attention of the Hindy with Rob’s Newport News sniping at the Derfflinger. The battle ended with all the boats having some damage, but not very much as most of the action was at long range, resulting in poor(er) gunnery. We broke for lunch and Rob’s wife Annie was kind enough to get burgers and other tasty treats for us while Steve brought hot dogs.





Sortie Three:


Hindenburg doesn’t patch and Rob takes care of only the belows while the Iboat and Derfflinger patch most of their holes. The third round starts with the Hindenburg screaming out of the Jade estuary after the NN, scoring one good solid hit. The battle returned to a swirling mass of battle cruiser on battle cruiser action until the ammo was depleted.





Sortie Four:


The Invincible pulls out with radio problems, making this sortie a Free For All! The Derfflinger concentrated on the News while the Hindenburg turned pirate and attacked both ships and they ran across the pond. Finally all air was expended and the boats spent a long time parading for spectators and posing for some well-earned PR photos. Then, after demonstrating and testing the pump the Newport News began to list and sank just offshore in a great sink, which was captured on film. Board of Inquiry to follow.





All agreed that it was a wonderful day down on the coast with great battling, great food, great people, and a great time! Look for photos to come soon!




















