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  Wednesday August 7, 2002

DeTRACTable Truths?

By now, Conference is split into two types of people: those who saw the Tract and Communications Council skit, and those who did not. For those lucky enough to see “To Tract the Truth,” you know exactly what I mean when I say “Would the REAL Jeanne Yurke please stand up?” As for everyone else…


The Tract and Communications Council (TCC) is notorious for putting together insane, and often incomprehensible skits as their annual report for General Conference. (Maybe the insanity stems from the fact that most of them live or have lived in Wisconsin.) This presentation was no different, featuring the resurrection of the infamously “bright” Barbie Dull (Cheri Appel) who must live somewhere on the East coast…and a few new characters including the long-lost-dingbat-brother of Barbie, Bobby Dull.


Betwixt the raving lunacy, which is a true color of the TCC, new information was revealed. It was discovered that Steve Osborn is really Conference president GORDON LAWTON! Yes, Steve-O and Mr. President are the same person, or is Steve-O really Scott Hausrath? Or is he G-E-N-E Yurke? But really, legitimate information did make an appearance. Some of the tracts may be soon made available on CD-Rom, and full-color covers of past issues can be found on the website “http://www.sdbmedia.org.” Also, Sabbath Renewal Day is the third Saturday in May (mark your calendars!) Yup, lots of not so/ maybe/ very/ important/ incoherent information today. 


During an “infomercial,” the Greatest Hits of the Sabbath Recorder were featured, such as Aubrey Appel and Eowyn Driscoll’s youth issues spanning the last four years, goodies like the short story “Journey of a Lifetime,” and the issue titled for what John Camenga seemed to be doing: “Preaching About Nothing”.


After that lovely performance, the audience was left in paralyzed fear, wondering when they would receive the “Pastors Swimsuit Issue.”

-Eowyn Driscoll 

Tuesday Night Worship


It’s often been said that “variety is the spice of life,” and through his people, God has provided that for us in each worship time here at Conference.


Tuesday evening worship, led by Pastor Steve Crouch, was somewhat more “traditional.” We all shared in responsive reading, were ministered to through a beautiful choir anthem, and praised God as we listened to the personal testimony of Victoria Shepard who has been redeemed from paganism to Christ.


The sermon, given by Pastor Ken Burdick, highlighted the importance of remembering the Stone of Baptism. He gave us six different recommendations to reflect on. Some of these included Caution--don’t be baptized just because it’s the thing to do, Repent—make sure this attitude precedes baptism and Recall—remember your baptism experience often as a defining moment in your life.
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Pastor Ken closed with a challenge to get alone with God sometime this week, read and meditate on a passage such as Colossians 3:1-3. And then recall our baptism and clear away anything that hinders His spirit working through us toward our sanctification. 

-Mayola Warner

Team Song’s Summer Experience

This summer, SCSC Team Song ventured to White Cloud, MI, “where the north begins and the pure waters flow". Our team of service consisted of Brandon Parker from Denver, CO, Paula Reynolds from Toronto, Canada, Tarike Delisser from Jamaica, and Stephanie Ritchie from Riverside, CA. We were privileged to work at a Teen Center where we played games with the teens and held God talks each night.  

We were also blessed to do service during the
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(TEAM SONG-cont. from Page 1)

day, whether it was doing highway clean up, promoting Stained Glass concerts, or just playing sports with the kids.

Each day was started on the right foot when we would read a chapter of Proverbs with our project director, Michelle Crandall. In this time, we would grow closer to God as well as each other, through prayer and reading of scripture. God was with us throughout our days in helping us work together as a team and that devotional hour was extremely important to us.

Each Sabbath, we would have a testimony, children's message, and special music. On our last Sabbath, Tarike did a mime to the song "Come Just As You Are" by Crystal Lewis. The Holy Spirit led his hands in praise to God and the entire church had goose bumps.  We all felt God touching our hearts in that song and we were very blessed in that performance. 

This summer was filled with laughter, joy, peace, patience (definitely), and service.  We were glad to have been placed in that wonderful town with a wonderful church.  Praise God for our magnificent summer of serving Him!

-Stephanie Ritchie

River in Judea

Many of us remember John Denver singing “Almost heaven, West Virginia; Blue Ridge Mountains, Shenandoah River.” Living in West Virginia at the time, I remember getting out a map and checking to see if he had his geography right. Sure enough, the Shenandoah River does flow through West Virginia, if only for a few miles near the eastern edge of the state, just before it lows into the Potomac River.


Thursday evening, the choir will be singing “River in Judea.” But is there really a river in Judea?  Thinking about it, this time I got out my Biblical historical atlas. Sure enough, the Jordan River does flow through Judea, if only for a few miles near the eastern edge of the country, just before it flows into the Dead Sea.


So what is the point? The song isn’t so much about the famous little river as about . . .. Well, just listen and don’t miss the line, “it rests on the Sabbath day.”

-Paul Green
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The General Council Pre-Con

The Youth and Young-Adult Pre-Conference Retreats are not the only gatherings of Seventh Day Baptists that occur during the week before General Conference. Even as Youth and Young-Adults were arriving at their retreat sites, the Seventh Day Baptist General Council had already begun to meet in the basement of the Alfred Station Seventh Day Baptist church. The activities of the council can be compared to the Pre-Con retreats because of the housing arrangements, planned program, regular schedule, shared meals, devotions, times of prayer, frequent discussions about the plans God has for Seventh Day Baptists as a people, and the planning of a presentation to be shared with the General Conference. The similarities, however, do end.

The General Council consists of 12 voting members entrusted with reviewing, enacting, and reporting on the overall work and direction of the General Conference, its personnel, and its boards and agencies. In addition to the voting members, the Executive Secretary and other invited consultants participate in the meetings. The agenda usually includes updates on the preparation for future conference sites, plans for the upcoming conference, reports from various boards and agencies, discussions of budgets, evaluation of the current work of Seventh Day Baptists, dreams and plans for the future, and additional important items that occasionally arise. From this sharing, discussion, and formal votes, the General Council writes a report with recommendations and presents it to the General Conference.

While few members of General Council would equate the meetings of the Council to those of the Pre-Cons, the focus on the work of God in our world remains the same. These members gather from across the country, share the ways in which God is working, discuss the frustrating situations in which God’s hand is harder to see, and strive to figure out ways to help all Seventh Day Baptists be more effective servants in the overall work of God. Just as many who attend PreCon leave the General Conference sessions utterly exhausted and simultaneously remarkably rejuvenated from their glimpse of the marvelous work God is doing, so General Council members frequently leave Conference tired, and simultaneously ready to take on the challenges that God places before them. The Council meetings are not a retreat, but they, too, can bring a refreshing glimpse of God’s work to the participants.

-Andrew Camenga

Wednesday Morning Study and Praise

The Wednesday morning Bible study led by Pastor Jeanne Yurke focused on the theme for the day, “The Priesthood of All Believers.”  Using PowerPoint, the interactive study presented three scriptures that defined the priesthood of all believers to mean four things: submitting ourselves to God, submitting ourselves to one another, living as servants of God, and not lording it over others.


She went on to define four areas that audience members could find scripture that would shed light on the day’s topic.  The first area was serving, or servant hood is necessary for the priesthood of all believers.  Matthew 24:45 defines who a faithful servant is and Ephesians 6:5-6 indicates servants are to be obedient to their masters.


The second area focused on Christ’s body, the body of believers.  Ephesians 4:3-6 emphasizes the unity of the body and passages from I Corinthians 12 dealt with different parts of the body working together and how God gifts each part to fulfill its unique purpose.  Of particular interest was Psalm 40:9-10 that was described as a list of responsibilities of the body members.  Key in those responsibilities was proclamation of the goodness and righteousness of God.


The third area was discipleship or being a good follower of Jesus Christ. John 13:35 indicates we will be recognized as Jesus’ disciples by how we love one another.  In Luke 14:27, Jesus says anyone who does not carry his cross cannot be his disciple.


The final area was being a living sacrifice.  Romans 12:1-3 bids us to “offer our bodies as living sacrifices,” while Psalm 51:17 adds that “the sacrifices of God are a . . . broken and contrite heart.  Since sacrifice and offerings are not what God desires, as indicated in Psalm 40: 6-8, the psalmist desired to offer himself.  We need to follow the psalmist example.


Following the lesson on servant hood, the Young Adults served the conference an energetic time of worship.  With more than 60 people on stage, the songs were magnificent and every face shined with love for God.  


The continuous skit displayed many biblical characters praising the Lord.  With classic young adult humor and respectful reverence, actors represented Deborah, Moses, young and King David, Mary Magdalene, Daniel and Paul as the choir praised the Lord.

-Dale Rood (Bible Study), Karlene Neher (Worship)
People in Action

Name: Charlotte Chroniger

Years in Denomination: 21 years, since 1981

Family: Rev. Don (husband), Tyler (18), Jordan (16), Bethany (14), Jessica (12)

Home church: Shiloh, New Jersey

Birth church: A German Baptist church in Iowa

Occupation: Music and band teacher for K-8 grades

Conference Position: Children’s Conference director and Organist

Favorite Conf. Memory: There was one memory in Lindsborg, Kansas when I was accompanying the choir while Don was directing. We were singing “Nothing But The Blood” and the congregation got really into it, clapping and dancing. People stood up and cried at the end.

Favorite Bible verse: Romans 8:28 “And we know that in all things God works for the good of those who love him, who have been called according to his purpose.”

Best advice: When I first had Tyler, Genny Pederson (New Auburn, WI) told me, “Always make the kids take a nap.” A professor once told me that, as Christians, we need to be positive role models in order to continue the mission of the church through our youth. I am very grateful that I have a wonderful church member to keep me in line on that, and that is Steve Moncrief. (
SCSC Team Overjoyed

We served this summer in Battle Creek, Michigan.  Our project director was Pastor Kory Geske, with the help of his wife Jackie.  During the four weeks of project we were involved with camps and Vacation Bible School (VBS).

The first week was primary camp, which lasted two days. We had seven campers.  The second week was VBS.  This was quite an adventure as we had anywhere from three to eleven kids each day.  These kids were from the church neighborhood and had never experienced positive Christian values before.  It was a difficult week, but God gave us patience and the week ended up great.  The next week we had Junior camp with seven campers.  We were privileged to witness God working in the camp and four of the campers decided to accept Christ.  

(TEAM OVERJOYED-continued on Page 4)
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The last week was Intermediate camp, which was directed by the White Cloud, MI church. We shared God’s love with the twelve campers by taking the time to listen and talk with them.  The campers asked difficult questions and God helped us to minister to them through giving us the answers they needed.

Throughout the summer we were in charge of several different activities including:  teaching, recreation, campfire, vespers, crafts, and devotions.  God blessed us this summer through the campers and the people in the Battle Creek SDB church.  We enjoyed many times of fellowship with church members when we weren’t at camp.  God was at work this summer all around us and we would like to thank the Battle Creek church for allowing us to serve there.

-Amy Goodrich and Steve Pimple

WPSALM 471.2 Radio

Hello and welcome to the North Loup Café Chat here on WPSALM 471.2 radio.  Right now with us we have the SCSC team spending their summer here in Nebraska. So, what have you guys been up to while in North Loup?

Emily: We’ve been counseling at two camps, a junior high camp and a fourth and fifth grade camp, planning and teaching Vacation Bible School, and helping with a two-day mini-camp for grade K-5.  To break it down, pretty much lots of crazy, noisy fun kids.
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Aubrey: Oh man!  Eating way more than I thought humanly possible.  Seriously, I think I ate twice my weight in potato salad . . .. Well, that’s quite a… errrr…yeah.  

So don’t change that dial, we’ll be right back after this commercial break.

Commercial: Do naturally forming, non-fraudulent island disgust you?  Would you rather spend countless hours in a beautifully dry, slightly urban, flatland full of green rolling cornfields than in a boring island like Hawaii?  Than Grand Island, Nebraska is just for you!  It’s not an island at all, but nonetheless grand!  Visit today!


Welcome back listeners.  Let’s get to the phones for another question.  Caller, you’re on the air!

Caller: Can y’all describe some of your adventures this summer?

Aubrey: Sure!  Seeing God at work in our lives and the lives of the kids.  It’s been amazing.  Praise the Lord!

Jeff:  Well. My adventures began when I woke up one day with this really bad stomach ache and—

Emily: Those kids!  Always throwing water!  So much water!  It was like the flood!   Noah’s ark for real!  I’ve never seen so much water!

Jeff: And then I was wearing my glasses while swimming in the river—

Emily: And they would never be quiet either! Blah, blah, blah!  All the time, the girls forever liking the boys and throwing water at them!

Jeff: Did I mention I am now appendix-less?!  And the great North Loup River swallowed up my glasses!  Does a sprained ankle mean anything to anyone out there?!

Aubrey: But what really matters is that God works, for real.  God is good, all the time!

So, what else did you learn this summer?

Jeff: Varmint bullets explode inside the animal causing—

Aubrey: And I learned that if all else fails, remove Jeff’s appendix.

Emily: Yeah, and children should shower using soap a minimum of every other day, and a maximum of three times a day.  I think it should be a law.  Ah ha!  That’s it.  I’m writing my congressman!

Jeff: But seriously, I totally saw God working in the small things.

Aubrey: Yeah, and I learned I needed to surrender each minute to Him.

Emily: And God takes care of everything.  We experienced so many blessings.  Praise God!

Well, that concludes our show.  Thanks for listening and join us next time.

Editor’s note: Aubrey Appel (Milton, WI), Jeff Neher (Dodge Center, MN) and Emily Kandel (Alfred Station, NY) served as the SCSC team in North Loup, Nebraska this summer. All are alive and well at Conference now. Their sanity is arguable. (



A Prayer Journey

Eight days in Morocco gave Missionary Tim Osborn a renewed burden to share the gospel truth. The Osborn family of Weyerhauser, WI, has always felt the call to over-seas missions and has recently been working with YWAM to fulfill that call. Tim, with his 17-year-old son Quentin, spent the last week of June in Morocco, a small Muslim country in Northwestern Africa.  With 28 Million people in Morocco, and 99.99% of them Muslim, the goal of their trip was to shower the country with prayer.


“As we sat and watched those people respond to the haunting chants of the prayer call, we tried to see them as God would see them.” Tim says in his report.  “Not as a mass of people following a false religion, but as individuals, searching for God, but desperately in need of the Truth that would bring them freedom from the kingdom of darkness and an eternity without God.  Individuals that God loves just as much as he loves you and me.”


While there, the group visited the Hassan II Mosque, the King’s palace, the House of Parliament, Fez Medina and a remote village in the Middle Atlas Mountains.  The YWAM team spent a few days in the village of Ain Lueh where YWAM is in the process of adopting the Imazighen Berbers, an unreached native group.  “We were the guests of an orphanage that is run by Christians,” Tim says of their time in the mountains.  “We had a wonderful chance to observe the people and their culture and to watch them interact… My son, Quentin, also gave us and the local farmers quite a chuckle when he rode a little donkey around, his feet only inches from the ground.”


Although just a short trip, Tim’s mission to Morocco is a reminder that it doesn’t matter the amount of time you are there, or how many people you see converted.  It is about going where God needs you.  Deuteronomy 11:24 says, “Every place on which the sole of your foot treads shall be yours,” and the group embraced that promise as they walked and prayed.  Tim reflects, “We all came back with more of a burden, or a renewed burden, for the people in the world that have no access to the Gospel.  I, myself, came back excited to make people aware of those who are unreached and to mobilize them to pray.”

-Karlene Neher



The book “Bittersweet Freedom” was borrowed from Tim Osborn’s display table on Unreached People Groups. If you have it, please return it. If you would like a copy of your own, ask Tim to tell you how to get your own copy.





ATTENTION YOUTH AND ABLE-BODIED PASTORS!!





The Annual Youth versus Pastor Challenge is tonight at 9!


This year…a mystery event!


Please come to 


support your team! 





COFFEEHOUSE


Thursday at 9:09 p.m.


Big Al’s in Campus Center basement





If interested in sharing your talent, you MUST sign up on list outside of Registration office Thursday by 6:30!


Young adult sponsored, all welcome








HIDDEY-HO MOUNTAIN MEN!


Annual Men’s Banquet (grunt) 


Saturday 4:45 


Meet...big grill (grunt) outside Campus Center


See Steve Graffius, John Pethel or Nick Kersten for manly information (grunt)


Theme…Mountain Men (so don’t shave for the rest of the week…grunt)





Calling All Aspiring Writers


Do you enjoy reading the Crier each day? Are you willing to just take notes about the services you should already be attending? (


Please see Jenny Butler or Karlene Neher (in the Campus Center basement from 1-5pm)





Registration Update:


775 People








