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  Thursday August 8, 2002

Delightful Sabbath Study

Thursday morning began with a look at Sabbath keeping led by Pastor Jerry Johnson of New Auburn, Wis.  He looked at four different values of the Sabbath and reasons why people go to church on Sunday.


One of these non-Sabbatarian views is that of Abrogation; that the Law has been fulfilled in Christ, and therefore the Sabbath is unnecessary.  A “problem” passage for Sabbath keepers in the New Testament is Colossians 2:13-17, part of which states: “Therefore do not let anyone judge you by what you eat or drink, or with regard to a religious festival, a New Moon or a Sabbath day.”


Here arises a need for distinction between ceremonial law and moral law.  Pastor Johnson presented seven insights regarding the law: it reveals [image: image1.png]


God’s will; it is only obeyed through the power of Christ; it is established by the Holy Spirit’s ministry; it reveals the nature of sin; observing it can lead to a legalistic attitude; it was never intended to save and it points to the Savior.  Christ came to fulfill the Law, therefore, we no longer have to work for our salvation.  We keep the Law in order to show that we love the Lord our God with all our hearts.


It was discovered that the Sabbath was first observed at the time of creation, before the writing of the Ten Commandments.  As shown in Exodus 16 with the manna experience, when God makes a law, He provides a way to keep it.


The rest of the Bible study was interactive discussion regarding keeping the Sabbath and the difficult balance that sometimes exists between keeping it “holy” and at the same time avoiding legalism so that it might also be a delight.

-Lydia Davis

A Letter Home

My Dear Son-


Can you believe this? I am at General Conference for the first time and it is amazing. Thanks to a blessing from my church family, I am finally here. After listening to everyone’s wonderful stories, I am able to see what the fuss is all about, and it’s true.  This is great!


Let’s see, what have I done so far?  I have met bunches of new friends, have been hugged a million times (seems like), and even received a few, “Glad you could make it.”

Morning starts with choices like: wake up or not wake up, shower or no shower (a must if you want a hug), and breakfast or no breakfast.  Then we are off to morning Bible study.  I found out that I don’t know the Bible as well I thought I did.  Well, time to learn!  

Then we are off to committees.  I even attended a committee meeting called “reference and something.”  I happened to stumble in while looking for the Women’s Group.  I stayed and listened, trying to catch up on the issue they were discussing.  One thing is clear, there is a lot of passion in the SDB denomination about our God and His Word.  I heard from pastors, teachers, parents, young, and old. Some were very emotional, while others were very logical. But above all, one point kept coming up, “What does the Bible tell us to do?”  I liked that.  In the face of a controversy, when Satan enjoys his work the most, the Bible was used as a guide.  Not man, not fancy talk, just the Word of God.  


Well, dinner is served (great food) and then it’s off to evening service.  Each evening a different pastor gives a sermon based on the day’s theme.  Every sermon has been an outpouring of wisdom.  My only disappointment is that you are not here to share this wonderful experience with me.

Well my son, I love you and pray that God keeps you in the protection and comfort of His loving arms.

-Mom

The Priesthood of Believers

The time: 7:30pm. 3 men walked on stage to begin the worship service. They were robed in blue and black and ready to give praise to the Lord.  Bringing the people of God together as one, Nathanael Lawton led the congregation in a call to worship, the Lord's Prayer, and a responsive reading to prepare the congregation for Pastor Ken Chroniger’s sermon.  Then Dr. Carl Sholtz led the community in prayer. 

The choir beautifully sang, "Building on a Rock" and the minds of the congregation began to ponder the idea of making Jesus the "Rock" of our lives.  After the hymn "And Can It Be," Pastor Ken read 1 Peter 2:9.  “But you are a chosen people, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, a people belonging to God, that you may declare the praises of him who called you out of darkness into his wonderful light.”  He spoke of what it really meant to be the “Priesthood of Believers”, the third stone of the week. He orchestrated his sermon by taking the scripture apart, piece-by-piece. 

He also spoke that the priesthood is NOT the doctrine in which we hide Liberty of Thought or the doctrine to be interpreted by the Protestant Reformation, but by the Radical Reformation.  He challenged the people to understand the calling of being a priest in the church.  It is not only the pastor of the church, but every believer that is called to be a priest for Jesus.  We all have a special vocation in the church and are to filter the needs and jobs of the church. 

He also explained that there is a separation of the priesthood, according the scripture.  We are separated from the world as believers. We are “called by God,” a “chosen people,” and Pastor Ken illustrated this point beautifully.  He told us that we are a community, not just in our entire denomination, but also in our churches at home.  He challenged us to act as priesthood by being a sacrifice as well as offering a sacrifice to God. According to Hebrews 13:15-16, we are to “continually offer to God a SACRIFICE of praise…and do not forget to do good and to share with others, for with such sacrifices God is pleased.”  We must do good to others and proclaim His majesty throughout our lives and “give thanks to His name”.

-Stephanie Ritchie
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Pre-Con Praises!

Worship this morning, presented by the Youth Pre-Con 2002, was one not to be quickly forgotten. After all, how many times do you get to see people willingly slide into mud repeatedly, or hear Steve-O yell “Come and Get me!” while being video taped? The Pre-Con video also included some of the Pre-Con camper interviews, which were conducted by Pastor Nate Crandall. 


Steve-O explained that the theme of Pre-Con was “Filling your Spiritual Toolbox,” and that he and Pastor Nate tried to go beyond teaching the basics of a Christian life style in their messages to the kids.

 
Campers worshipped with the congregation this morning with songs like “Pour out my Heart”, “Heart of Worship” and the theme of the week “Lord, I Give You My Heart”. Eowyn Driscoll led the congregation in “I Surrender All,” after some discrepancy about what key it should be sung in. A skit included quite a bit of impromptu acting by a few nutty kids. It talked about how easy it is for pride to take over in a person’s life, and how quickly God will take you back-- if you so choose. The congregation seemed to like it a lot (a lot a lot). 

-Eowyn Driscoll

Proclamation

Friday, August 9, 2002, has been proclaimed “Henry Clarke Day” in Allegany County by the Allegany County Board of Legislators. The Board wanted to recognize the contributions and impact Seventh Day Baptists have had on their county including contributing to the “educational opportunities of the County through the founding of the Alfred Academy (and) Alfred University.” They also wished to recognize the three churches within its boundaries that have been operating for over a century: Alfred, Alfred Station and Little Genesee. Learning that Henry Clarke is known as the “Father of the Conference” to the SDB’s, also celebrating their 200th Conference anniversary, tomorrow is officially the county’s “Henry Clarke Day!” 

Youth Bible Study

This week, the youth have been filled with knowledge, thanks to Kory Geske.  The theme of our study was how to spread God’s message of love to people who are on the “wrong path.”  It is good to know that we are on the right path to God through Jesus.  We also know that we are walking on the right path because we walk horizontally and not vertically (ask a youth to explain).  But really, Christ is the only way to Heaven.  All the other deviations and religions are wrong!  But you can’t just walk up to someone and yell, “What you believe is wrong!  Repent now!!!!”  

Even though it’s true, you can definitely count out that person as a potential Christian. It is perfectly proven through the Bible that Jesus is the only true way to God.  Knowing that the Bible is true, certain things that Jesus experienced would make Him seem to be a blasphemer and say that He wouldn’t even be “just a good prophet.”  He knew that defying the people would lead Him straight to death.  However, He used heavenly wisdom to spread His message until His job was finished.  He did what His Father told Him to do, which is also what we should do if we are following Jesus, the straight and narrow path.  

-Katie Pangburn

People In Action

Name: Donald Mark Graffius

Years in denomination: since 1972

Family: Linda (wife of 30 years and the best wife I’ve ever had. We met at Camp Joy at the age of 16), Amanda (25), David (23), Gabe (17)

Home church: I joined the Lost Creek SDB church in college. I am currently attending the German Church in New Enterprise, PA

Birth church: German SDB in Salemville

Occupation: US Administrative Law Judge

Position at Conf: Parliamentarian

Summary of duties: I assist the president in maintaining order during business sessions. I’m a reference person on rules of order. If a procedural problem comes to the Conference floor, I look it up in Roberts’ Rules. If I can’t find it there, I ask Jim Skaggs. 

Favorite Conf. Memory: As a teenager, dating my future wife. The memory is more of my wife than of the conference. Her dad was president that year in Nyack, NY.

Favorite Bible verse: Proverbs 3:6  “In all your ways acknowledge him, and he will make your paths straight.”


 (Continued upper right)

Best Advice: I think that verse in Proverbs sums it up. That and you get more flies with sugar than you do with vinegar!

God Loves Variety


One needs only to look at creation, the handiwork of God, to know that, “God loves variety.” Look at the myriads of flowers and insects. Not just one, stamped out and placed everywhere. Look at the faces you pass, each is different, like the many snowflakes. God loves variety. He created it.


The same is true in worship. We bring out sacrifices of praise in a variety of forms; some voices raised, some murmuring; with organ and guitar; with raised hands and bowed heads.


The Young Adult-sponsored praise time Wednesday night reflected this aspect of God. As expected, it started with upbeat, exuberant music. Then the Spirit led the worshippers into quiet adoration with the same voices and instruments, but a different expression. Keith James ended with an anointed pouring out of love to God using the voice of the piano as we entered into utter stillness. As each song ended, there was silence—deep, deep silent worship and waiting before God. No one moved, shuffled or made the slightest noise as we stood before God. 


We offered the sacrifice of praise that night as God led us in exuberance, in meditative singing and in total silence. The variety reflected Him who created it. Our God commands us to, “Be still and know” as well as, “Shout to the Lord!” Does He accept only one form when He ordained both in His Word?


God created variety, and He loves it.

-Ann Pangburn (Verona SDB)

Worship Pleasing to God


What is worship?  As old as I am, I thought I had a pretty good understanding of it. Kristen Camenga led a great workshop on worship, and low and behold, my perspective broadened. The workshop pointed out that “in worship, it’s not important that we are comfortable, but rather that God is pleased.”  

The Young Adult-sponsored praise times every evening lead you into a time of meaningful worship. Last night, Keith James, being led by the Holy Spirit, took us into a closer and more personal time with God. I believe God was pleased last night, and He blessed us.

 Isn’t God good?!

-Mallie Petrie

Pastors Cheat!

Have you ever seen Andrew Camenga in shorts? Well, last night at the Youth Vs. Pastors surprise blanket volleyball game, he made an appearance on the Pastoral team. 


I don’t know if you’ve ever seen blanket volleyball (or both of Andrew’s feet leave the ground at the same time), but it’s just like regular volleyball.  Only you have to throw and catch the ball using a folded blanket. I know it seems a little odd to read, but I promise, it is even odder to watch.


Really, the whole point of this article is to comment on the behavior of the pastors! Who knew that they have a downright childish side; Nate Crandall KICKING the ball to get it to stay on the blanket? For shame! Apparently, it is also an outrage for the ball to go out of bounds. (Hint to Pastors: Throw SOFTER).


All in all, the game was rip-roaring fun with a few delightful saves by the youth, and a couple of hecklers in the stands shouting,  “Wrong side of the net!!”


The winners? Well, an hour into the first game we-in-the-stands couldn’t sort out the scores, but I think I know now: “Youth”-Win! “Team Jackson”- WIN! “Pastors”- Lose x 2. I went to bed when the game of real volleyball started, you’ll have to get that information form another source.


NEWSFLASH: Credible (?) source, Nate Crandall tells me that “Pastors” won the first game vs. “Youth”.

-Eowyn Driscoll

Editor’s note: We, as editors of the Crier, do not want to take sides on the issue of who won what at the competition last night. As a youth, Ms. Driscoll would just like to think that the youth won it all. We also heard that the pastors won the first game. We welcome a rebuttal from the pastors! (
Once Upon A Summer

Once upon a summer there were four SCSCers: a Wisconsinite, a Seattleite, a Canadian and a Jamaican. This fine foursome, known as Team Thunder, was sent on an amazing adventure deep into the heart of the land of surfboards and sunglasses to a church called Riverside. 


Team Thunder’s first assignment was to brave the traffic in order to travel to the Union Rescue Mission in Los Angeles. They traveled with the Riverside SDB Youth Fellowship to learn another aspect of service, serving and assisting the staff at the Mission in cleaning, and serving, preparing, and handing out food. Team Thunder worked through their exhaustion and managed to serve approximately 600 homeless guests at each meal for a total of 6 meals while keeping the kitchen and the cafeteria staffs’ spirits high with joyful singing.  What an opportunity for the team members and the YF involved, to be able to see all the amazing work God is doing through the staff and the guests at the URM. 


After the blessings of working at the Mission, it was time to get into the camp mindset. Team Thunder braved the heat and swirling clouds of dust as a result of the California drought. They did their best to keep the energy level and enthusiasm soaring while they taught Junior and Primary campers about the beginnings of the Christian Church and the love poured out for them by their Lord Jesus Christ. At the SonCreek Junction-based camps, the team taught classes, performed skits, led recreation, campfire, vespers, devotions and work groups and still managed to maintain the majority of their sanity. 


With a small supply of energy but a large supply of determination, Team Thunder set to the task of preparing for and carrying out a successful Vacation Bible School called “The Quest for Truth.” The kids acted as a judge and jury to prove five very foundational beliefs in Christ and the Bible. 


God definitely was working in Riverside, California this summer as each of us can attest to. He proved and showed himself in a plethora of ways this summer.  As we return to our homes, our hearts and prayers are with our summer church home as they continue to seek the Lord’s guidance in all their ministries. 

Team Thunder

Sharai Fyffe (Toronto, Ontario)

Ginny Burdick (Seattle, WA)

Chris Sinclair (Miami, FL)

Amy Wright (Milton, WI)

Breakdown of 

Conference Attendees:

Adams Center: 7

Albion: 9
Alfred: 8
Alfred Station: 50

All Nations: 1

Battle Creek: 20 

Bay Area: 16

Bell-Salemville: 8

Berlin: 24

Boulder: 14

Central Maryland: 11

Centralia: 2

Colorado Springs: 7

Columbus: 15

Daytona Beach: 29

Denver: 5

Dodge Center: 19

Faith Fellowship: 1

Faith (Doniphan): 8

Faith (Bronx branch): 11

Foothill: 9

Genesee: 11

German-Salemville: 5

Hebron: 4

Hope: 8

Hopkinton: 23

Houston: 4

Lake Elsinore: 5

Leonardsville-Brookfield: 3

Lost Creek: 8

Low Country: 4

Madison: 5

Marlboro: 6

Metro Atlanta: 2

Miami: 4

Milton: 47

New Auburn: 14

New York City: 53

North Loup: 16

Nortonville: 9

Outreach Bible: 5

Pawcatuck: 5

Pioneer WA: 2

Portland: 2

Putnam County: 5

Raritan Valley: 8

Remembrance: 2

Richburg: 1

Riverside: 19

Rockville: 4

Salem: 25
San Diego: 1

San Gabriel: 2

Sarver: 1

Seattle: 11

Shepherd’s Fold: 7

Shiloh: 43

Texarkana: 3

Toronto: 50

Verona: 29

Vision Christian: 10

Washington: 7

Waterford: 4

White Cloud: 20

Wichita Falls: 1

Australia delegates: 4

Jamaica delegates: 3

TOTAL: 779

Can You Find 16 Books of the Bible?

Circle 16 books of the Bible as they appear in the paragraph below. Watch out; this could be tricky!

I ONCE MADE A REMARK ABOUT THE HIDDEN BOOKS OF THE BIBLE. IT WAS A LULU. KEPT 

PEOPLE LOOKING SO HARD FOR FACTS AND FOR OTHERS IT WAS A REVELATION. SOME WERE IN A 

JAM. ESPECIALLY SINCE THE NAMES OF THE BOOKS WERE NOT CAPITALIZED. BUT THE TRUTH FINALLY STRUCK HOME TO NUMBERS OF READERS. TO OTHERS IT WAS A REAL JOB. WE WANT 

IT TO BE A MOST FASCINATING FEW MOMENTS FOR YOU. YES, THERE WILL BE SOME REALLY EASY ONES TO SPOT. OTHERS MAY REQUIRE JUDGES TO HELP THEM. I WILL QUICKLY ADMIT IT USUALLY TAKES A MINISTER TO FIND ONE OF THEM AND THERE WILL BE LOUD LAMENTATIONS WHEN IT IS FOUND. A LITTLE LADY SAYS SHE BREWS A CUP OF TEA, SO SHE CAN CONCENTRATE BETTER. SEE HOW WELL YOU CAN COMPETE. RELAX NOW FOR THERE REALLY ARE SIXTEEN NAMES OF THE BOOKS OF THE BIBLE IN THIS STORY. 







Correction


From Tuesday’s “Tale of 4 Aussie Churches,” Donnah Ciempka (formerly Donnah Eldred) is a member of the Australian SCSC committee. Also the quote of $2400 needed for a round-trip airline ticket to America was in Australian dollars. In American dollars, it’s $1,279.95. 








Why the Flies?


Info in tomorrow’s Crier!











