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   August 5, 2002

Welcome to Conference 2002


Welcome to the 200th Annual Seventh Day Baptist General Conference at Houghton College.  Our fellowship began at Sunday Night’s worship service with powerful hymns led by Ron Pierson. Sharing how wonderful the old hymns sounded, Pierson said “If you could all come with me to Missouri, we could blow the town away.”


Pastor Gordon Lawton, conference president, opened the week by introducing the theme, “What do these stones mean?” Using Colossians 3:1-17, Pastor Lawton concentrated on the need for us to focus this week.  With the acrostic F.O.C.U.S., we can remember to Focus on God and His teachings, Off-load hindering sins, fellowship and build Community, Up-load Godly characteristics and Sing worship to our Lord.


Pastor Lawton’s words were echoed in song, delivered by his wife Linda and daughter Miriam.  Fellowship continued afterwards as our young-adult Toronto Brethren led praise time.  


The night concluded as old friends caught up, new friends met and everyone participated in rewarding fellowship typical of each year’s general conference.

-Karlene Neher

People in Action

Name: Linda Jean Lawton

Years in SDB denomination: 46

Family members: Gordon (husband), Nathanael (21), Miriam (19), Philip (15)

Home church: First Seventh Day Baptist Church of Little Genesee

Birth church: Milton Seventh Day Baptist Church

Postion at conference: First Lady

Description of position: to smile, look pretty and keep my husband sane

(Continued on page 2)

Voices of Praise

Voices of Praise led us in worship on Monday morning. With obvious devotion and adoration for the Master on their faces, this choir from Toronto effortlessly blended their voices in rich beauty, inviting the congregation to join in the praise of our Awesome God. We were alternately sitting, standing, clapping, moving, and yes, even dancing in the joy of the Lord! There was no doubt that the glory was for God in this concert of praise.

What a wonderful way to begin our first morning of Conference! The songs they chose to share spoke of commitment and love for Jesus, reverence for God’s power and mercy, and shining our light of witness for Him. If you were unfortunate enough to miss this opportunity of worship, here are the words to one of the songs that edified the congregation.

God is my protection.

God is my all in all.

God is my light in time of darkness.

God is my all in all.

God is joy in time of sorrow.

God is my all in all.

God is my today and my tomorrow.

God is my all in all.

God is the joy and the strength of my life.

He moves all pain, misery and strife.

He promises to keep me, never to leave me.

He never falls short of His Word.

I’ve got to fast and praise, stay in the narrow way, 

To keep my life clean every day.

I want to go with Him when He comes back.

I’ve come too far and I’ll never turn back.

God is…God is…God is…God is…

God is my all in all.

-Cheri Appel

(People in Action continued)

Occupation: self-employed medical transcription, certified medical assistant

Why you come to conference:  for worship and fellowship.  I think it is important to be aware of what is happening across the denomination and to help make decisions that affect us all.

Favorite Bible verse: “For God did not give us a spirit of timidity, but a spirit of power, of love and of self-discipline.” 2 Timothy 1:7

Best advice: “Let God take care of it.”


God’s Baptismal River

You are probably familiar with the old song, “All Through the Night.”  At the Tuesday evening Worship Service, the Conference Choir will sing words set to that old Welch tune that are appropriate to our theme for the day.  Listen for the words, “In my love’s baptismal river I have made you mine forever, Go, my children, with my blessing, you are my own.”

-Paul Green

Studying Jesus Christ

What if Jesus Christ were to ask you directly who you thought he was? What would your answer be? Harold Smith, pastor of the New York City SDB Church, posed that question during a Bible study and discussion time Monday morning. Based on Matthew 16:13-19, the congregation learned to apply the disciple Peter’s confession of faith to their own lives today. 

Pastor Harold challenged, “People are going to ask us who Jesus Christ is. If someone comes to ask us who He is, what are we going to say? Peter said, ‘You are the Christ, Son of the Living God.’ ” We will be blessed if we are also knowledgeable and earnest in our sharing of the Truth. 


The study also addressed the fact that, as Christians, we have been given “keys to the kingdom,” used through the authority of Jesus Christ. One idea that was brought up in discussion was that as long as we have keys, there will always be other doors to open. As Christians and as Seventh Day Baptists, we need to be able to be used as instruments through which others will learn about the Kingdom.

Youth Pre-Con 2002

Deuteronomy 6:5 “Hear O Israel, Love the LORD your God with all your heart, and with all your soul, and with all your strength.” This verse, was the theme of the Youth Pre-Con 2002 retreat led by Pastor Steve “Steve-O” Osborn (Milton SDB) and Pastor Nate Crandall (White Cloud SDB), but was directed by the Lord; who, through the work of these men and presence at Camp Harley Sutton, brought many hearts to Christ for the first time, or re-commitment of their Christian lives.


God’s power and grace could be felt moving throughout the camp from the very start of the retreat, but none so much as on the final night when Pastor Nate gave the campers a chance to re-commit themselves to their lives with Christ. He offered up the challenge for the kids to move forward in their Christian lives, to return to conference better Christians than they are now. Pastor Steve compounded this challenge with Bible studies on how to live better Christian lives.


Jessie Kandel, one of the campers had a very special experience. “Many of us stood and acknowledged that Jesus is our Savior, and has been, but now we wanted Him to be Lord of our lives, all the time, not just when it is easy.” The service ended in prayer, and campers slowly headed back up the hill for evening activities. I stayed in the chapel with a few others who were praying and crying. Katie (Neu) and I walked back to the Altar and knelt before it. With our heads bowed before the cross we felt God’s grace reign down on us, and we came to the realization that God wanted to forgive us. We both felt the peace of forgiveness, and as we walked back up the hill, back into the world, we were ready to face the obstacles of Christian living.”


When they weren’t lifting their souls to the Lord in worship, campers could be seen running around like madmen. Campers enjoyed the multitude of activities, ranging from ultimate Frisbee, to crazy campfire games like “Ride the Rhythm” and a sign language game “Who Has.” Two of the highlights of this year were slip and sliding in the rain, and a game new to most campers, “Persecution”.

(continued on page 3)




(continued from page 2)

Other activities consisted of a trip to Stoney Brooke Park, where campers enjoyed a hike through waterfall filled terrain and swimming in an icy river. And making up skits to represent those values they thought were most important in a Christian relationship with God, some of which will be presented later this week, at the Youth Morning-Worship Service, on Thursday at 9:15 AM in the Wesley Chapel.


God moved through the Pre-Con-er’s hearts, minds, souls, and gave them strength in the short time they had together at Camp Harley-Sutton. The Pre-Con-ers ask that as conference continues, you remember this: “Love the Lord your God, with all your heart, and with all your soul, and with all your strength.”

-Eowyn Driscoll

Sonnet 10.

Oh gracious morning, waking bright with sun,

To kiss my eyes with splendid grandeur sweet,

To see with sight anew the rivers run,

And luscious grass dumped with dew at my feet.

The flame of God burns, blazes, brightens earth,

And faithfully it rises morning true,

Expelling night, creating day by birth,

Consistently thus making all things new.

I revel in thee day to know I live 

And breathe with passions full refreshed;

For as the grass, dries, burns, and shivers- give

Way to new life, now drenched and with life meshed.


Such favorable God that gives new day


To waken me and melt my past away.

-Justin Hibbard


Happy Anniversary

To

John Mark and Cathy Camenga

From The Spencers
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Young Adult Pre-Con

Around 70 Seventh Day Baptist young adults from around the world arrived early at Houghton last week, responding to the call to further develop their godly character.

Director Andy Samuels, along with Pastors George Calhoun and Scott Hausrath, provided stirring messages, often based on Biblical characters like Job, Solomon, Jonah and Moses.

Job did not blame God for his misfortune, and Solomon found that only God, not earthly pleasures, could give meaning to his life.

Jonah found that his lack of devotion to God’s plan got him in trouble, and Moses learned that having the right servant’s attitude was key to overcoming any hindrances in spiritual missions.

Of course, in true SDB fashion, these lessons of faith were sandwiched by sessions of praise through singing. In a music room lined with acoustical tiles, our offerings were amplified even louder. Tarike Delisser, a 22 year old from Jamaica, said, “I really liked the worship services because they really brought us into the presence of God. Some of the messages were also very edifying and uplifting.”

We ushered in the Sabbath with an impassioned, heartfelt discussion on the future of this denomination.

Values and convictions of the Sabbath and plans to encourage church growth were shared as great motivators. 

Sarah Calhoun, 19, from Milton, Wis., said “Our ‘where is the denomination going’ discussion was very beneficial. We united as young adults in the Body of Christ and as Seventh Day Baptists. I’m excited to see what the future holds.”

The young adults also had an information question and answer time with some members of the Memorial Board.

The discussion spurred many to begin thinking about growth and outreach projects for their own home churches.

We also included some “other kind of fun time” like old-fashioned campfire games and recreation times that included volleyball tournaments, indoor soccer and swimming. 

By Sunday, all the young adults were fired up and ready to accomplish God’s mission in their lives, keeping in mind the theme verse Romans 5:3-4:

“Not only so, but we also rejoice in our sufferings, because we know that suffering produces perseverance; perseverance, character; and character, hope.”
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Registration Update: About 750 people!





Are you cold?


Do you need security?


Or do you just enjoy handwork?


Then we have a quilt for you!





Old Testament Quilt to be auctioned off at the Women’s Board Craft Table.


All proceeds to go to SCSC








Happy Anniversary


To


John Mark and Cathy 


Camenga








From the Spencers





Titles of Christ








