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Friday August 9, 2002

The Project Is Right!

Thirty-five lively SCSCers from Canada, Jamaica, Australia and the U.S. came bouncing into the auditorium Friday morning for the Summer Christian Service Corps program. They were introduced in teams by "Barbara Barker" of The Project is Right! This highly entertaining and engaging presentation was based on the different kinds of activities and styles of worship experienced by the workers as they served [image: image1.png]


God in dedicated service this summer.

The "show" began with the Team Of All Nations Bible verse. The first showcase was Team Agape, singing their team verse to the tune of “Shaboom, Shaboom,” followed by more SCSCers singing a humorous medley of VBS and camp songs. It ended with the Beaver Jive! (If you weren't there, you should have been!) Next, the Step Team used intricate rhythms of clapping, slapping and stomping along with voiced team verses to express their commitment to Jesus. 

(SCSC continued on Page 2)

Youth Banquet

110 youth attended an enjoyable dinner at the Youth Banquet Thursday evening.  As you probably guessed, the evening began with a delicious meal where everyone was filled to capacity. A candle-lighting installation service ushered in the new officers for the upcoming year. These officers are: President-- Robin Somers, Vice President—Sarah Tyson, Secretary— Margie Burdick, Treasurer— Nate Hemminger. Many thanks go out to our wonderful past and future officers.


Justin Hibbard, an SDB Houghton College student, spoke of his experiences in Spain.  He stayed with 2 roommates under the supervision of his housemother “Widow Manuela.”  He quoted a Spanish proverb that says, “Americans live to work.  Spaniards work to live.”

(Youth Banquet continued on Page 2)

Sabbath study on Thursday Night

“The Sabbath: What does this stone mean?” was quite an eventful service last night.  The worship leader, Nick Kersten, opened in prayer as Ben Calhoun, Steve Graffius, and Jeff Rood led the congregation in lifting up the Lord by singing of His holiness and goodness, declaring “Our God Reigns.”  The congregation praised God with their voices, and all felt His presence.  The praising did not stop there.  Stephanie Sholtz sang of how she is amazed by God’s grace, and we sang of God’s surpassing greatness.

The rare aspect of this service was that there was no formal sermon.  Nick read various verses of scripture on the Sabbath, and people gave testimonies.  No pastor, no preaching, just praising God in all His glory.  Nick read our statement of beliefs, affirming that we must not labor but rest in His grace.
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The first testimony, read by John Pethtel, spoke of a man of the past. William C. Deland lived over 100 years ago but was still able to share how he came to the Sabbath.  He was a curious boy always wondering why there was a church bell ringing on Saturday.  But his curiosity faded when he met an SDB pastor, and he was introduced to the Sabbath at age 23.  This led William to question his faith and understanding of God’s word.  Was he going to be a churchman or a Bible Christian? Was he going to reject what that pastor told him about the Sabbath, or was he going to research and find out the truth?  He came to the conviction of the Sabbath and became a Bible Christian, seeking the Lord and doing His will.

Emily Kandel spoke next of how she grew up in the SDB church but never took the Sabbath seriously.  Her parents were more lenient than other families and she was given the choice of what she wanted to do on Sabbath.  She liked the idea of no work, but she began to dislike God’s holy day when 

(Thursday night continued on Page 2)

(Thursday Night continued from Page 1)

she became a teenager. When she wanted to hang out with her friends, she felt like church was getting in the way.  She changed her mind when she realized why she was going to church in the first place.  She wanted to praise God and most importantly, she wanted to bring glory to Him and not herself.  She loves God’s special day, and she cherishes the rest as a gracious gift from God.

Following more scripture, Karl Rudd came to the podium. He started his testimony with a sigh and soft voice saying, “Day of delight, the Sabbath.”  He explained that he never thought of the day as a delight until he got older.  Growing up, he wanted to play sports on Saturday, but he couldn’t because of church.  He didn’t like being left out, but his parents were strict.  [image: image3.wmf]He and his sister were on a ski team that always trained on the weekends. They would leave Friday night and would come back Sunday night.  But Karl and his sister couldn’t go because it was Sabbath.  So on Saturday evening, his father would drive five hours so that they could train with the team.  Karl began to think that the Sabbath was not a time of just going to church, but also a time out of the ordinary.  God set it apart so that we would not do the same things that we did the other six days of the week.  In closing, Karl proclaimed that, “God’s day is a day of rest and delight that grows on you.”

-Stephanie Ritchie

(Youth Banquet continued from Page 1)

Another aspect of the Spanish community Justin noticed is their strong affiliation with Catholicism and their belief in luck.  Although 99% of the country is Catholic, only about 15% faithfully practice. Many people see attending Mass as simply something they’ve always done or an event that brings “good luck.”  These eye-openers into the Spanish culture reinforced Justin’s realization that “Going to church is not about blind tradition or for luck.”


Sharing how God used an unlikely leader in Judges 3:6-12, Justin challenged the youth to become leaders in the denomination.  He reminded us that even if church buildings crumble to the ground, if we can keep our faith, the body of Christ stands.  As Justin said, “The body of Christ is you and me!” 

Following Justin’s lead, we are challenged to become leaders in Christ, as the opportunities arise.                               
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(The Project is Right continued from Page 1)

With a conga beat and rhythmic body movements, the last showcase expressed their team verse Jamaican style. Teams also sang their verses in cool, a cappella harmonies showing the depth of talent within the group. The variety of presentation was remarkable.

The Final showcase was a medley of praise and worship songs. Acoustic guitars, piano, electric bass, congas, tambourine, mime/sign and choir movements accompanied the beautiful harmonies. The audience was brought to their feet in enthusiastic participation with "I Command my Hands (Feet, Mouth, Body) to Praise the Lord!"

Linda Camenga spoke of the year round leadership training and ministry these young adults have been involved in as preparation for their service. The Women's Board, SCSC Committee, and SCSC Training Staff were recognized along with the 12 Project Directors for this summer. Linda remarked that a variety of skills and levels of maturity in Christ were challenging factors in bringing this large group together into a team.

As individuals were recognized for their years of service, there was a large group of rookies with one year under their belt at this time. However, there are many with 2, 3, and 4 years in. Marissa Van Horn was recognized as having 5 years of service!

Linda went on to tell us of our SCSC "baby," the satellite SCSC program to begin in Australia. Two veteran SCSCers have been asked to prayerfully consider serving this coming January. Your prayers and finances of up to $5,000 are needed. If you have further questions, see Karl Rudd or Linda Camenga.

Do you want to know more about this summer's SCSC workers and projects? If so, see the display table of excellent binders in the lobby of the Campus Center, or better yet, visit with some live, actual SCSCers!

-Cheri Appel
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Ambassadorship Study

Pastor Bernie Wethington of White Cloud, MI, led this morning’s Bible study on the final stone, ambassadorship. To combine a couple definitions, ambassadorship is “holding the office, position or function of a minister of the highest rank accredited to a foreign government or sovereign as a resident representative of his own government or sovereign.” This is quite a mouthful to describe a Christian ambassador as a servant with a mission. The congregation contributed to examples of Biblical ambassadors including Jesus, Paul, Moses, Stephen, John the Baptist and Philip. Pastor Bernie also discussed Abraham’s servant (Genesis 24) and Ebed-Melech the Cushite (Jeremiah 38). 

Why would a sovereign take an ambassadorship away? Thoughts from the congregation included false reports, poor representation, acting in their own interest, being disrespectful to their hosts and refusing to take instruction. Pastor Bernie added “doing a lousy job,” “a change of sovereign or government,” “the receiving government rejects their credentials,” and that the “ambassador desires relief.” He also quoted President Gordon saying “Ambassadorship is any effort that reaches out to others, seeking opportunities to present the Gospel as hearts are opened or as needs are met.” 

As ambassadors, we are servants that should be easily moved from position to position according to the Will of God. Pastor Bernie concluded his study with his own words, “If God calls us to be ambassadors, we must carry His message just as passionately as He transmits it to us. If we are in the wrong ambassadorship, let Him reassign us. We don’t quit; we get reassigned.” Have you thought about what your ambassadorship might be?

-Jenny Butler


Youth Activities for the Week

During the course of this week, the youth here at Conference 2002 have been kept quite busy.  The events have varied from youth interest committee meetings to fun filled nightly activities such as bowling, roller-skating at Fun City, swimming, and the Pastor vs. Youth Blanket Volleyball game.  On Thursday, the youth took an excursion to Letchworth Park for an intense hike with Mr. Kandel. They were able to explore the park, and see the beautiful waterfalls and scenery that God has created, while getting in some good exercise!

This year there is a large amount of youth here at conference and the majority has been participating in the events. Usually the number of kids ranged in quantity from about 90 to 115 active, young and vibrant youth. Overall the kids have had a great week, and have seemed to enjoy the events that have been planned.

The youth have also showed a great response in attendance to youth interest committee meetings and have voiced their opinions, concerns, comments and feelings in regards to issues that effect them both directly and indirectly. 

This year’s executive panel has been working very hard to plan activities that will be enjoyable for the youth. This year’s executive panel consists of:

President: Emily Kandel

Vice President: Katie Neu

Secretary: Jesse Kandel

Treasurer: Philip Lawton 

Member at Large: Oneika Rhoden
The executive panel for Conference 2003 was inaugurated officially at the Youth Banquet that took place on Thursday. The youth are the future, and it is truly a blessing to see them getting involved and participating in various ventures. They are the future of this denomination so continue to uplift, encourage and pray for them as this week comes to an end, that they will be able to enjoy their fellowship time together, and that they will also continue to grow strongly in Christ.

-Oneika Rhoden


Sharing God’s Love

One of the many important items on the agenda of the Women’s Interest Committee is the distribution of the Love Gift.  The majority of the Love Gift is given at the Women’s banquet on Wednesday evening at Conference.  Many of the Women’s Societies in the churches send a gift as well as individual giving at the banquet.

This year’s Love Gift will be distributed as follows: Little Genesee church for nursery and sound equipment--$400 

· Miriam Lawton and Karlene Neher, expenses for missions trip to Zambia--$300

· The Gaff family whose house was destroyed by fire on Aug. 4, 2002--$300

· Brian and Kristi Payne, expenses following his motorcycle accident--$250 

· Tim and Jayme Osborn for their missions work--$250 

· Total--$1500

The balance of the Love Gift to be distributed as follows:  

· 45% for medical supplies and food in African nations where the Missionary Society sees the greatest need, 

· 25% for S.C.S.C., USA and Canada, 

· 15% for S.C.S.C. to Australia in January 2003 

· 10% for children’s Bibles where the Missionary Society sees the greatest need 

· 5% for keyboards or other musical instruments where the Missionary Society sees the greatest need. 

The Love Gift total after the Women’s Banquet was $4573.  You can help share the Lord’s love by adding to this total.  Please pray about how much love God wants you to share!  Gifts for this year’s Love Gift are gratefully accepted until September 30, 2002. 

200? 190? Huh?

How come we have been hearing that this is our 200th birthday, but it is the 190th annual session?  No doubt you have been losing sleep over this.  So, lets get an answer to this burning question.


Historian Don Sanford knows all that arcane stuff.  It seems that in the 1859s, General Conference met every three years (Don’t ask me why).  Then there were no conference meetings in 1943 and 1945, because of wartime travel restrictions and a polio epidemic. So now you can sleep tight tonight!

Team Nissi: A Wisconsin Experience


We arrived in the beautiful state of Wisconsin early one morning in the beginning of July. Since at SCSC training in Daytona Beach we had known that our first project to tackle would be Jr. Camp at Camp Wakonda. Our first impression of the camp was wonderful, but the mosquitoes were ravenous. I (Sonja) didn’t enjoy staying outside in the buggy/hot weather, but my partner (Miriam) seemed to think that it was great to be eaten alive. Our experiences with being eaten alive only continued when the Jr. High campers arrived. They were, well, Jr. High campers (if you know what I mean). Just joking. Actually, that group of campers was one of the most well behaved groups we have ever worked with.


The campers at Camp Reveal in Indiana were not quite as well behaved. It was quite a challenge to handle ninety 8-9 year olds from the inner city. God allowed us to show love to those children who probably didn’t get love anywhere else. We shared the gospel message with them as a group and individually. We spent most of the morning going around to classes and crafts.  In the afternoon, we swam for three hours. It was wonderful to be able to get away from screaming, whining campers. In the evenings we played campfire games and the youth really responded. Their favorite songs were “The Beaver Song” and “The Banana Song.”


After returning to Wisconsin, we went back out to camp for another week. The Senior High campers were a lot of fun to hang out with. Our favorite night was Friday when we had the banquet. Classical guitar music played while we all spoke with British accents and acted like knights and maidens.


The last week we worked with Vacation Bible School. Our theme was “Bug

Safari.” We used different types of bugs to teach different Bible truths to the children.  We were in charge of the preschoolers. In the evenings we hung out with the youth and young adults in the church.

Really, there’s only one real way to describe our Milton experience . . . unforgettable!

TEAM NISSI

Sonja Fyffe

Miriam Lawton

Person in Action

Name: Douglas Mackintosh

Years in Denomination: born into in year 1948

Family: Jane (wife of 29 years this month), Adam (26-married to Rachel), Eric (24-married to Kimmie), Alicia (22), Andre (17), Micah (13) and Timothy is in heaven (ageless)

Home church: Bay Area SDB in San Francisco

Birth church: Los Angeles SDB

Occupation: Owner of Strawflour Electronics, a Radio Shack dealership

Position at Conference: Audio-visual coordinator and Memorial Board representative

Description of position: Along with Alan Hauber, I help coordinate sound and audio needs of the conference

Favorite Conf. Memory: During the first time we had Conference in Lindsborg, I couldn’t get the soft-serve ice cream machine to stop while I was making a cone. A pastor ran over with a tray to catch the rest.

Favorite Bible verse: Genesis 1:1 “In the beginning, God created the heavens and the earth…”

Best Advice: Trust in the Lord with all your heart and He will be faithful. 

Singing About Home

When I chose the anthem “We Have One Faith” for the conference to sing together at Sabbath morning celebration, I wondered whether the first line would be appropriate: “Lord, for many generations we have gathered in this place.”  But then I was reminded that we actually met in this very place, Houghton College, five times.  Then when today was declared “Henry Clarke Day” for Allegany County, it brought into focus that we really have met here for many generations!


Our first meeting here was in 1830 at the Alfred Church.  In fact, we have met in Alfred 21 times over the years.  In addition, we met at Little Genesee three times late in the 19th century, making a total of 29 times General Conference has met in Allegany County!

Truly, “For many generations we have gathered in this place.”  Thanks be to God!

--Paul Green

The Fellowship of the Unashamed

I am a part of the fellowship pf the Unashamed. I have the Holy Spirit Power.  The die has been cast. I have stepped over the line.  The decision has been made.  I am a disciple of Jesus Christ.  I won’t look back, let up, slow down, back away, or be still. My past is redeemed, my resent makes sense, and my future is secure. I am finished and done with low living, sight walking, small planning, smooth knees, colorless dreams, tame visions, mundane talking, chintzy giving, and dwarfed goals.


I no longer need preeminence, prosperity, position, promotions, applause, or popularity. I don’t have to be right, first, tops, recognized, praised, regarded, or rewarded.  I now live by presence, learn by faith, love by patience, lift by prayer, and labor by power.


My pace is set, my gait is fast, my goal is Heaven, my road is narrow, my way is rough, my companions few, my Guide is reliable, my mission is clear.  I cannot be bought, compromised, deterred, lured away, turned back, diluted, or delayed.  I will not flinch in the face of sacrifice, hesitate in the presence of adversity, negotiate at the table of the enemy, ponder at the pool of popularity, or meander in the maze of mediocrity.


I won’t give up, back up, let up, or shut up until I’ve preached up, prayed up, paid up, stored up and stayed up for the cause of Christ.  I am a disciple of Jesus Christ.  I must go until He returns, give until I drop, preach until all know, and work until He comes.  And when He comes to get His own, He will have no problem recognizing me.  My colors will be clear for “I am not ashamed of the Gospel, because it is the power of God for the salvation of everyone who believes” (Romans 1:16)

-Dr. Bob Moorehead


What do These Flies Mean?

Swat!  Swish! AHHHHHHH!!!!!!!

Is this how you have been feeling during Conference this week?  Is this a normal Western New York occurrence, or just an unseasonable bout of flies?  According to a recent news release from Cornell Cooperative Extension, educators have declared heat and improper waste removal the raison d'être for our fly infestation. “The sample submission of flies from the Fillmore Firehall was positively identified at the Cornell University Insect Diagnostic Laboratory as Musca domestica, the housefly.”


While this information may be late coming, we would like to share how others have handled the discomfort this week.  Many have been sporting the ever-fashionable fly swatter (in multiple colors) and suggested including them in next year’s welcome packet. “They should have sold fly swatters with the SDB logo on them,” said Dr. Ralph Mackintosh.  “It would have been a big seller.” Others have mastered the technique of smashing the pesky insect in mid flight. By placing the hands approximately seven inches apart, slowly move them until they are three inches above the sitting fly.  Simply slap your hands together (do not move them closer to the fly), and the not so intelligent fly will mortally succumb to your ambush.








Because flies are often attracted to shoes, others suggest that people should place their shoes on the perimeter of their meeting area.  In theory, the flies would be attracted to the shoes and not to humans. Relating to the previous idea, perhaps a newly rotting carcass from a large animal could be positioned somewhere on campus, keeping the flies relatively entertained.  However, if you’re so fortunate to catch a fly without killing it, do what Steve Graffius did; and surgically amputate its wings, and call it a “walk!”

--Justin Hibbard and Karlene Neher (soon to be Hibbard()
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From Sharai Fyffe and Amy Wright, a special thanks to all those who helped with Kids Kampfire this week. Your ideas and energy were greatly appreciated!





Sabbath Events


7-8 Breakfast (Note change!)


8:30 Communion Service


9:30 Sabbath School


10:30 Sabbath Morning Worship





2:30 Children’s Program


3:10 Recognitions and Awards


7:00 Installation of New President


9-11 Stained Glass concert





Worship the Lord All Day Long!





Anyone leaving before 9pm Sabbath will need to turn their key into the Information Center before 5pm Friday.





Those leaving before 7am Sunday may return key to Registration Area in the Campus Center Lounge at 9pm Sabbath night.





All others may return keys after 7am on Sunday at Registration Area.





MEN MEN MEN MEN MEN MEN MEN MEN 


Don’t forget the Men’s Banquet-Sabbath @ 4:45


In front of the Campus Center.


(It’s raining men! Hallelujah!)





A special thanks to all who have helped write, edit, collate, and distribute the Crier.  Your help was much appreciated!


Cheri Appel, Crystal Butler, Janet Butler, Andrew Camenga, Julia Crouch, Christine Davis, Lydia Davis, Eowyn Driscoll, Luan Ellis, Paul Green, Linda Harris, Justin Hibbard, Becky Faith Mattison, Micayla Neher, Richard and Madelyn Neher, Katie Neu, Katie Niles, Donna Packard, Ann Pangburn, Katie Pangburn, Mallie Petrie, Natasha and Ruth Reynolds, Oneika Rhoden, Stephanie Ritchie, Dale Rood, Team Awesome, Team Song, Team Nissi, Team Thunder, Mayola Warner, and all our People in Action! 	  –Jenny Butler and Karlene Neher








 Total Cost of Conference for one in 1972: $60


Cost of Pre-Con in 1972: $18





Happy 27th Anniversary 


today to


Ralph and Dede Mackintosh!
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