PRESIDENT’S INSIGHT

Each time I sit down to write one of these articles, I always feel like I am preaching to the choir.  What can we say or tell you that most of you do not already know.  I know it is difficult to keep up with all the issues and I know many of you feel it is the job of SDASCOE to be your watchdog.  I agree with this in part.  What is SDASCOE to you and what should it do for you?  I encourage each of you to think about this and communicate your thoughts to your SDASCOE board. Talk to your director about what you think is an important issue that needs to be addressed by SDASCOE.  I would like for all the members of SDASCOE to be more active in the processes of SDASCOE.  If I have heard it once I have heard it a thousand times, SDASCOE is about our jobs and our benefits. I believe the mission of SDASCOE is to be the watchdog on these two areas and to inform you when either is being affected.  

The 2008 Fall Board meeting for SDASCOE was to be held in Wall on September 26th and 27th. The normal procedure is to hold this meeting at next year’s convention site. The 2009 SDASCOE convention is going to be held in Wall on May 2nd & 3rd, 2009. There was a change in plans. The Fall Board meeting was held in Huron during the Administrative training meeting.  The change was not a change of the convention site.  The main reason was it would save SDASCOE money as we would not have to pay for rooms and travel. Further, most of the SDASCOE board (officers and directors) and the program chairs were already assembled. The meeting was held at 5:00 PM on September 24th, 2008 at the Crossroads in Huron. The minutes, for this meeting, are included in this newsletter and you need to read them for all the highlights. There is a brief outline of the discussion and decisions pertaining to the 2009 convention in Wall. However, the balance of the details and decisions on the convention were delegated to Colleen Peterson and me. We will finalize the details and you will be notified when all the plans have been completed. This convention will be fun and informative. What else can I say but, you need to make plans now to attend and everyone will want to tour the world famous Wall Drug.

I stated, at the Fall Board meeting, I feel communication and education are two of the key issues we need to improve on in SDASCOE. The SDACOE board has made a commitment to update our program and policy handbooks. Further, we will continue to have discussions on the processes of SDASCOE and how to better communicate with the membership. These sessions will be like the old SDASCOE 101 articles. It is very important that we keep you informed of what is happening and what SDASCOE is doing. We are going to try and help each officer, director and program chair understand what their responsibilities are under their respective areas. This is the reason we are updating the program area handbooks as they will help us all in this education process. It is difficult to get anyone to fill these positions as most of us do not know what is expected of us for the position. We are hoping through education and the updating of the various handbooks, more of you will be interested in getting involved.

Becky Zirpel is our new CAPWIZ chair for SDASCOE. CAPWIZ is a very important tool. We are all paying for this so we all need sign up. We are sent alerts through the CAPWIZ process and they notify us when some action is pending that will affect our jobs and/or benefits. So, why have you not signup yet? How do you do this? I would suggest you contact Becky for the details.

Finally, I want each of you to think about submitting your personal information to the National Data Base. We all know that our use of the government computer system is getting more restricted. This National Data Base is being developed as a way for NASCOE and SDASCOE to contact you in the future. How will you be contacted when we can no longer use your government e-mail address? I just want you to think about it. SDASCOE has researched this and we have endorsed this process. We are working on a way to gather this information and this may be available on our website.

We are looking for two members to represent SDASCOE at the Area Rally in Reno, NV and Gatlinburg, TN.  We will send one member from the SDASCOE board but would like a volunteer from the general membership. There is a delegate’s handbook and it covers what is expected of you and what expenses are covered. If you are interested, please contact Peggy or me and we will give you further details.
