PRESIDENT’S INSIGHT
I want to thank each of you for being a member of SDASCOE.  It takes a supportive group of members to build an effective employee association.  SDASCOE is all of us.   It is the dues you pay that shows you support SDASCOE and its goal to promote and maintain our employee benefits.   SDASCOE is the many volunteers who devote so much of their personal time and energy to preserve and attain our benefits.  It never ceases to amaze me how devoted these volunteers are on our behalf.  We need to remember these individuals are volunteers and they work for you.  These elected volunteers serve to direct the functions of SDASCOE for the greater good.  The SDASCOE officers and board would like to say thank you to each of you for your commitment and support.

What is happening these days?  Well, the SDASCOE officers and board of directors held their Spring Board meeting in Chamberlain, SD on March 4th and 5th.  This meeting is usually held in Huron so the board can hold a joint meeting with the State Executive Director and the State Committee.  Since there is not a State Executive Director or a State Committee at this time, I decided to hold this meeting at a central location.  Mr. Kostel is the Acting State Executive Director and was invited to this meeting.   Mr. Kostel did attend and a question and answer session was held.  For the detailed report on the questions and answers, you will need to review the minutes of this meeting enclosed in this newsletter.  The meeting was informative and many issues were decided.  Again, the minutes and the reports from each of the program chairs will reflect the business addressed at this board meeting.  

I continue to make improving our communication with each other one of my priorities. I am not talking about the skills of communication; I am talking about the processes of.  By this I mean, the way we keep each of you informed.  The SDASCOE website is up and is taking shape.  I encourage you to access the website at http://geocities.com/sdascoe.    By visiting the website, you will be able to see what is going on and this is an excellent way to find out about who, what, when and the where of the happenings of SDASCOE.  Check it out and read the report from our webmasters requesting your input on the website.  
Larry Olson, Peggy Groen, EJ Goetz and I, on behalf of SDASCOE, are going to Washington DC on March 17th and 18th for the legislative conference.   We have appointments set up to meet with all of our congressional members on March 18th.  A detailed report will be put on the website when we get back.
I am going to make a plug for a couple of issues before I close.  Have you heard about CAPWIZ?  NASCOE has invested in a legislative tool called CAPWIZ.  CAPWIZ allows a person to view their congressman’s voting record, receive alerts from NASCOE when action is needed, used to contact your representative and senators with a message written by you or a prepared message from NASCOE.  This tool is a paid for benefit.  NASCOE has paid for this service and there is no cost to you to sign up.  I would encourage everyone to sign up for CAPWIZ and if you need assistance to do so, feel free to contact Becky Zirpel.  DO NOT SIGN UP USING THE GOVERNMENT COMPUTER.  Please read Becky’s CAPWIZ report in this newsletter.
The last issue is the National data base.  This is being established as a way for NASCOE and SDASCOE to contact you in the future.  The usage of the government computer system is getting more restrictive.  There is a need to find a way to communicate with everyone and this is why they are working on the National data base.   We are working on system for you to provide this information to Dianna through the website.  So, watch for updates on the website for information on this issue.
