LEGISLATIVE COMMITTEE REPORT

SDASCOE SPRING BOARD CHAMBERLAIN, SD, MARCH 4TH AND 5TH, 2009
By Larry Olsen, SDASCOE Legislative Chair
There will be a NASCOE Legislative Conference in WDC on March 17, 18, and return the 19th of March. There will be 5 of us attending from good ole SD. SDASCOE President James Anderson, SDASCOE Vice President Peggy Groen, and SDASCOE Director E. J. Goetz, Cindy Peterson and myself (Larry Olsen) SDASCOE Legislative Chairman. Cindy will be attending as NWA Exec. Items to discuss are;

1. FERS/sick leave credit for length of service or compensation. Bill Status (HR 1108 & HR 5573). 

2. USDA reorganization? Status if there is a plan. Chairman Peterson from the House Ag Committee alluded to a possible re-org during Farm Bill debate. 

3. Separate line item in the budget for Salary, Expenses, IT (especially), and Staffing. 

4. Program Technician Re-Classification to increase Grade and within grade increase. 

5. Increase in Government percentage contribution of health insurance premium. 

6. Insurance for Dependent children age increase (currently up to age 22 if going to school).   

  

This would be the main topics and our main concern, which is implementing the farm bill to the producers of South Dakota.

Other priorities that may be pursued if opportunities present themselves are:

· Educating congressional members of FSA mission (not a problem for our legislators. Fortunately they are very aware of our role).

· Windfall Elimination

· Increase within grade steps

· Bereavement leave

· Whistleblower protection

· Sick leave donation from CO to GS and GS to CO employees

· TSP regulatory review

· Prevent retirement recalculation from high 3 to high 5 (SD delegation will bump this one to the top)

· Change leasing authority to save money and time

There will be a Congressional reception for only key contact groups from the House and Senate Ag Committee, House and Senate Appropriations Ag Committees, with a few others identified by NASCOE Consultant Bob Redding on Wednesday, March 18th at 6:00 PM.

The following House Ag Committee members have been chosen:

The 28 Democrats who will serve on the committee are:
· Chairman Collin C. Peterson of Minnesota 

· Representative Tim Holden of Pennsylvania 

· Representative Mike McIntyre of North Carolina 

· Representative Leonard L. Boswell of Iowa 

· Representative Joe Baca of California 

· Representative Dennis A. Cardoza of California 

· Representative David Scott of Georgia 

· Representative Jim Marshall of Georgia 

· Representative Stephanie Herseth Sandlin of South Dakota 

· Representative Henry Cuellar of Texas 

· Representative Jim Costa of California 

· Representative Brad Ellsworth of Indiana 

· Representative Timothy J. Walz of Minnesota 

· Representative Kirsten E. Gillibrand of New York 

· Representative Steve Kagen of Wisconsin 

· Representative Kurt Schrader of Oregon 

· Representative Deborah L. Halvorson of Illinois 

· Representative Kathleen A. Dahlkemper of Pennsylvania 

· Representative Eric J. J. Massa of New York 

· Representative Bobby Bright of Alabama 

· Representative Betsy Markey of Colorado 

· Representative Frank Kratovil, Jr. of Maryland 

· Representative Mark H. Schauer of Michigan 

· Representative Larry Kissell of North Carolina 

· Representative John A. Boccieri of Ohio 

· Representative Earl Pomeroy of North Dakota 

· Representative Travis W. Childers of Mississippi 

· Representative Walt Minnick of Idaho

The 17 Republicans (with one additional vacant seat) who will serve on the Committee are:

· Ranking Member Frank Lucas of Oklahoma

· Representative Bob Goodlatte of Virginia

· Representative Jerry Moran of Kansas

· Representative Timothy V. Johnson of Illinois

· Representative Sam Graves of Missouri

· Representative Mike Rogers of Alabama

· Representative Steve King of Iowa

· Representative Randy Neugebauer of Texas

· Representative K. Michael Conaway of Texas

· Representative Jeff Fortenberry of Nebraska

· Representative Jean Schmidt of Ohio

· Representative Adrian Smith of Nebraska

· Representative Robert E. Latta of Ohio

· Representative Phil Roe of Tennessee

· Representative Blaine Luetkemeyer of Missouri

· Representative Glenn W. Thompson of Pennsylvania

· Representative Bill Cassidy of Louisiana*

· one vacancy
The following members are on the Senate Ag Committee:

Democrats:


Kirsten Gillbrand- NY

Michael Bennet- CO

Amy Klobuchar- MN

Tom Harkin- IA (Chairman)

Patrick Leahy- VT

Kent Conrad- ND

Max Baucus- MT

Blanche Lincoln- AR

Debbie Stabenow- MI

Benjamin Nelson- NE

Ken Salazar- CO

Sherrod Brown- OH

Robert Casey- PA

Amy Klobuchar- MN

Republicans:

Saxby Chambliss- GA (Ranking Member)

Richard Lugar- IN

Thad Cochran- MS

Mitch McConnell- KY

Pat Roberts- KS

Lindsey Graham- SC

Mike Crapo- IN

John Thune- SD

Charles Grassley- IA

If any SDASCOE Member has an issue that they believe should be considered or addressed, please contact your SDASCOE area Director or myself before the conference with your concern.

On Tuesday March 17, 2009 of the Legislative Conference there will be a mandatory training for all conference attendees starting at 2:00 – 6:00 PM. NASCOE Consultant Bob Redding will conduct the training on position papers. All appointments will be made for Wednesday as there is nothing scheduled but visits so that NASCOE members can maximize our presence on the hill at one time.

March 18, 2009 SDASCOE Legislative Conference Attendee appointment schedule is:

· 10:30 AM Senator John Thune and Legislative Aide Brendon Plack

· 1:00 PM Representative Stephanie Herseth Sandlin and Legislative Assistant Ashley Martin
· 3:30 PM Senator Tim Johnson and Legislative Assistant Cyndi Bartels
We are in some scary times. What a change a year has brought. I believe we are fortunate that a farm bill is not under debate this year. 
The passage of the Food, Conservation, and Energy Act of 2008 Farm Bill covers the 2008-2012 crop years. This does not mean that the bill could not be revisited in some form. 

The new administration is busy with the task of filling positions in the Agency and State Offices (SED and STC). Senator Tim Johnson has recommended to the Obama administration Craig Schaunamun for SED. No word on State Committee recommendation at this time.
Wish I had more news. This report seems a little lame to me, but hopefully I will be full of news after the NASCOE Legislative Conference. Happy Signup to everyone!

The opinions and comments expressed in this report are those of the author.  Most of the material in this report is a gathering of bits and pieces of several news articles and personal contacts.  This article does not represent official policy.
Respectfully submitted, 
Larry Olsen, Legislative Chairperson

