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1959-2009
The United States' reputation of producing the safest, most affordable food worldwide is threatened from disease outbreaks and terroristic influences due to an inadequate tracking system.  Both private industries and the U.S. Government agree on implementation of a national animal identification system to help stabilize global markets and consumer confidence.  U.S. Animal Identification Plan, Version 4.1, Executive Summary makes two important observations: 1) “Protecting American animal agriculture by safeguarding animal health is vital to the well-being of all U.S. Citizens.”  2) “Essential to achieving this goal is an efficient and effective animal identification program.”  A 69% majority of 1BEEF magazine readers responding to an electronic survey believe a national system of individual animal ID and trace back is necessary in the U.S for health monitoring purposes.
An inadequate trace back system has proven financially devastating to our nation's peanut and tomato industries.  Failure to have a system in place to act quickly and responsibly leaves our nation's total animal agriculture industry vulnerable to similar threats and financial ruin.  The failure to place an agency in charge of this program which constantly interacts with livestock producers magnifies this threat.  NASCOE believes a more effective, less expensive, and less intrusive voluntary alternative is still achievable.  Since 1959, FSA has effectively taught farmers and ranchers to navigate paperwork, regulations and new programs making it the obvious choice to implement a successful voluntary submission program by people who have been working together for over 50 years.  States with the most significant numbers of registered premises have resulted from FSA involvement.  The most dangerous aspect of entrusting the program in the hands of entities who do not maintain operational records of producers on a regular basis renders it ineffective and useless when a disease outbreak or similar threat occurs.   
Existing FSA infrastructure, personnel and equipment proves a less expensive system is already in place for the successful delivery of a national animal identification system (NAIS).  FSA has numerous attributes and strengths in accomplishing this mission:
· Brick and Mortar Sites: accessible FSA offices located in nearly every county and parish across the United States to which farmers, ranchers and the general public visit routinely.

· Informational Database: customers' land ownership, tenancy and location information is constantly updated through participation in various FSA programs.  Collecting NAIS data (premise identifications, descriptions and contact information) would be a progressive modification to enhancing FSA's established database. 
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· Global Information System: FSA possesses technology to identify, locate, and isolate potential livestock threats announced or suspected, minimizing damages suffered physically and financially.  Electronic mapping data identifying registered livestock operations across the nation will enable the U.S. Government's “48-hour Trace Back and Quarantine” protocol for disease outbreaks and other threats to be executed in a successfully controlled manner.     

· Track Record: for 50 years (1959-2009) FSA employees have successfully delivered programs developed by Congress to farmers and ranchers across the United States.  FSA has repeatedly proven to be an effective resource in implementing, delivering and distributing program benefits critical for farming and ranching.  Entrusting FSA with the successful implementation of NAIS will serve a critical role to our nation's security, foreign market trade, and consumer confidence restoration.

Appropriators have alluded to the wasting of millions of dollars on the current Animal ID effort without achieving a successful program.  FSA has the local presence to make implementation and administration of the foundation database convenient, cost efficient and successful.  Already existent FSA resources and established farmer and rancher relationships prove FSA stands ready to effectively implement a National Animal Identification System (NAIS) individually or as a partner with other U.S. Government entities and private businesses.

  1 Roybal, Joe. “NAIS vs. FOIA” BEEF 1 December 2005: P12
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