In 1862 and 1863, a foreign army invaded and conquered the free and independent state of Tennessee.  Today, an enemy more deadly and more insidious than an invading army now threatens Tennessee, as well as the entire United States: political correctness.





Under the dual banners of 'sensitivity' and 'tolerance', the politically correct attack those with whom they disagree.  But such attacks are rarely armed with either logic or history.  Instead, the politically correct employ the invective.  As one of millions of Americans who venerate their Confederate ancestors, I, along with my fellow Southerners, have suffered needlessly from the ceaseless harangues of the politically correct.





Recent local examples of such attacks are the following: the 'sensitive' pronouncement by Proffessor Bobby Lovett of Tennessee State University that the 'Confederacy was evil then and is evil now'; the tolerant proclamation by John Seigenthaler, publisher of the "Tennessean" and the grand pooh-bah of free speech, that the 'Confederate flag means nigger'; the vile murder of Michael Westerman for displaying his Confederate flag; and the statement by The Tennessean in its 21 April 1996 issue that the Sons of Confederate Veterans 'attracts white supremacists and separatists'.





Why all the ridiculous, but ugly, name calling?  The answer lies, I think, in the phrase 'political correctness' itself.  This inane phrase is an oxymoron: what is derived politically is rarely correct.  In politics, power is all.  In determining correctness, the search for truth is everything, Things are logically true, scientifically verifiable, or historically accurate, not politically correct.  Seldom does power or might make right, except to barbarians.  Therefore, we should not act surprized to see the politically correct act so barbarously.





While the politically correct may be incapable of ending their malicious name calling, what puzzles me is why do so many people fail to object to their vicious insults?  I suppose because it is so easy to do nothing.  Passivity is the normal response to any disgusting act that does not touch you personally.  If you do not belong to a targeted people, you can ignore the vulgarity and then congratulate yourself on your 'tolerance' for doing nothing.





Fortunately, there are people who defend the South and who use logic and history in support of that defence.  Cicero said 'What is a human life worth unless it is incorporated into the lives of one's ancestors and is set in an historical context.' Many of the people who live in an historical context and who defend the lives of their ancestors are members of the Sons of Confederate Veterans (the "SCV") , a charitable and benevolent organization that is currently celebrating its 101st year of existence.  It was the SCV to whom the Confederate veterans entrusted the duty of vindicating the Cause for which they fought.





The Cause?  What Cause?  The Cause was - and always is -  'self -government', which is the most sacred of al1 of the unalienable rights proclaimed in our Declaration of independence.  When the South fought its War for Independence, it fought nobly in defence of that unalienable right. 





Lord Acton, who is today remembered for his eternal maxim 'power tends to corrupt, absolute power corrupts absolutely', wrote during the mid-19th Century in support of the South's struggle for Independence that, 'The one ruling element in the American [civil] war, which reduces all others to comparative insignificance, is the defence of the rights of self-government against the theory that there is a supreme, irresistible and irresponsible power [i.e., an indivisible Union that is subject to the tyranny of the majority].' Acton knew that if the South lost, the federal government would become the 'resource of coercion, intimidation, and corruption' and would approximate more closely the imperial than the republican type of democracy.  Sadly, Acton was prophetic.





Whether or not the SCV, Lord Acton and many, many others are correct in their unequivocal assertion that the South was right in its fight for Independence, each one of us should study that tragic struggle with an understanding of history, logic and people.  Name calling, or worse, adds nothing.





Southerners know too well their short comings and those of their ancestors.  They also know their wonderful qualities too.  But more than anything, they know that the demonization of the South must stop.  Not only does civil discourse cease with such vulgarity but the opportunity to learn, think and grow dies too.





Tolerance is irrelevant when there is agreement.  The time for tolerance is when we disagree.  If the politically correct continue their intolerance towards Southerners and others, they must realize that they, and not someone else, sow the seeds of hate.





The struggle of Southerners today is the struggle to save not only their history and culture from destruction, but, more importantly, America itself.  Although some Americans may disagree with the aims and designs of their Confederate ancestors and neighbors, all Americans must realize that the attempt of the politically correct to vilify and demonize Southerners, or anyone else for that matter, is the path to Hell.  All of us tremble today when we hear such words as, 'if we could only get rid of those jews/kulaks/Serbs, we would have peace here in Germany/Russia/ Bosnia.'  Sadly, we hear today, 'if we could only get rid of those odious Confederate symbols, we would have peace here in America.' Ask the Westerman family about this message of peace.





If this, the bloodiest of all centuries, has taught us anything, I hope and pray that it has taught us that by projecting evil onto one people, we are unleashing the evil in ourselves.  Struggling against the evil in oneself is struggle enough. It is time for all of us to cease being politically correct and start being truly tolerant.





William E. Shofner - 07/09/96











