Nicholas Allanach

“The Screamin’ Demons” 

@The Free Street Tavern, October, 13 2000


When a fresh new brand takes the stage for the first time, something usually goes incredibly wrong, especially if there’s a full moon out and its Friday the thirteenth! The weather outside was warm, and the bar inside was packed. People walking down Free Street would occasionally stop out front of the taverns large window to look in at the performance they where missing. Despite the amount of nervous energy surrounding the groups first performance, the show went off without a hitch.  


 “The Screamin’ Demons” started off their set with “Twisted”, an energetic song with a catchy surf guitar riff played through the background. From the opening song, I could tell that “The Screamin’ Demons” where not going to let their crowd down, they where here to entertain and that’s exactly what they did.


The second song of the band’s set seemed to go in a completely alternate direction from their opening surf guitar sound. Guitarist (and back up vocalist) Tim “El Virus” Aballo, started off the song “Crash and Burn” with a heavy twanging, almost country sounding riff. But by the time front man Jesse Bernier had reached the songs chorus, Aballo stompped on his peddles and threw the song into a strong distorted punk sound.


When people hear “The Screamin’ Demons” for their first time, they’ll most likely classify them as a rock-a-billy group. Yet this will only be a generality, for the sound produced by “The Screamin’ Demons” is unique, catchy, and entertaining. At one point lead singer Jesse Bernier could be, out of control and yelling into the microphone as if we where viewing a punk show. But by the next beat his voice could drastically change into a soft melodic croon, sounding much like an Elvis Presley or Harry Connick Jr. 


The set’s third song, “Pussy Cat Killer” serves as a fine example in displaying Bernier’s talents as a vocalist. “Pussy Cat Killer” starts off sounding like some oldie love ballad from the fifties, and then with a loud wolf like howl from Bernier, Aballo kicks in with another forceful punk riff creating a whole new mood around the song. Backed by Miles “the menace” Anderson on stand up bass and “the amazing” Behzad Habibzai on drums, the sound builds to a feverish mix, until Bernier’s voice cuts back down to it’s soothing croon from the beginning, making “Pussy Cat Killer” one of the groups many well orchestrated versatile songs.


My two favorite songs from “The Screamin’ Demons” set would be “Jokers Wild” and “Devil was a Greaser”. Once again the boys have returned to a surf guitar riff and have produced a sound that was so friggin catchy; I found it extremely hard to get these songs out of my head the whole next day.


After viewing “The Screamin’ Demons” first show, I was extremely impressed by their stage presence, charisma, and most importantly - the infectious sound. I look forward to seeing more of this up an coming band in the future. 


For all that missed the boys first show on the thirteenth will have the opportunity to listen to them live on WMPG, on October 31’st at three p.m. I know my tape will be in the deck ready to record, and I suggest you do the same! 


“The Screamin’ Demons, sent to terrorize!”  

