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Ex-police officer pleads guilty on mob racketeering case 


By CATHERINE WILSON 
Associated Press Writer 

MIAMI - A former New York police officer pleaded guilty Wednesday to racketeering conspiracy for serving as a debt collector for a reputed Mafia loanshark. 

Prosecutors said John O'Sullivan, 39, "acted as the eyes and ears" for John Mamone, a reputed Trafficante organized crime family member. 

Mamone, who pleaded guilty late last year, ran a 20-member ring that operated an assortment of profitable crimes, including a foreign currency telemarketing scam, bookmaking and crooked check-cashing stores. 

After Mamone's October 2000 arrest, O'Sullivan was a regular visitor to his Coral Spring home to brief Mamone about his loansharking operation, prosecutor Brian McCormick said. 

Defense attorney Ken Swartz objected to McCormick's "eyes and ears" characterization but conceded O'Sullivan worked for Mamone. 

O'Sullivan was responsible for collecting from a bookmaker, Jeffrey Bass. He was paying 2.5 to 3 percent interest per month on a $20,000 debt and is cooperating. 

O'Sullivan also admitted getting Bass to promise he wouldn't cooperate in the investigation. Bass disappeared at one point, and O'Sullivan was assigned to find him. 

O'Sullivan also gave $5,000 to Mamone as his share of profits from the theft of designer clothing from a trucking delivery load. 

When U.S. District Judge Patricia Seitz asked O'Sullivan why he was pleading guilty, he replied, "I feel that I was wrong." 

McCormick told Seitz that he expected only five defendants to be left when the rest of the case is set for trial Feb. 11. Most of the others pleaded guilty. Mamone's accused boss, Steve Raffa, committed suicide after he was indicted. 

The crimes are blamed on the Tampa-based crime family of the late Santo Trafficante, who according to some mob insiders was recruited by Jimmy Hoffa in 1963 to assassinate President Kennedy. 
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