	
	
Hollywood man gets 5-years for $2 million scam tied to organized crime
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MIAMI -- A Hollywood man was sentenced Tuesday to nearly five years in federal prison after admitting his role in a $2 million foreign currency scam tied to racketeering by the Trafficante organized crime family.

Joseph Spitaleri, who has been cooperating with investigators since his arrest last year, was accused of telemarketing fraud, only one segment of a larger racketeering scheme.
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The enterprise outlined in a 14-defendant indictment included traditional organized crime strengths in bookmaking and loansharking as well as corrupt check-cashing stores and the boiler-room fraud.

Spitaleri, 46, of Hollywood, told U.S. District Judge Patricia Seitz that he has explained his crimes to his 17-year-old son, a high school honor student.

``I told him it was a greed factor with me,'' Spitaleri said.

More than two years were erased from his potential sentence at the request of prosecutor Brian McCormick, and Spitaleri will have a chance at getting his sentence reduced later based on his aid to investigators.

``There are several other cases that Mr. Spitaleri is cooperating in,'' McCormick said. ``He has provided a wealth of information regarding the telemarketing business.''

Spitaleri has traced checks to specific victims of the foreign currency futures business recruited by telephone and has identified other frauds nationally, McCormick said.

Surprised that an insider would know about other boilerroom operations, the judge jokingly asked if they held conventions.

``I daresay they didn't split their profits, but they split their knowledge in the industry,'' McCormick said.

Spitaleri, who pleaded guilty to racketeering, still faces a hearing on nearly $2 million in restitution and sentencing on credit card fraud charges filed last year in Fort Lauderdale.

He has agreed to testify for the government at a trial in February. Six others already have settled their charges.

Spitaleri was allegedly part of a crew supervised by John Mamone, a reputed Trafficante family soldier, under the direction of Steve Raffa, a mob captain who committed suicide after he was indicted.

The telemarketing fraud used the names International Mercantile Corp., IMC Ltd., IGT Ltd., and International Forex Exchange.

Money from the rackets moved through check-cashing stores in Margate, Oakland Park, Wilton Manors and Pompano Beach and banks in the Bahamas, England and Switzerland, investigators charged.

More than $30 million in checks obtained in a $50 million Ponzi scheme that operated under the name Chemical Trust of Greenville, S.C., also was tied into the racketeering case.

The crimes are blamed on the Tampa-based crime family of the late Santo Trafficante, who according to some mob insiders was recruited by Jimmy Hoffa in 1963 to assassinate President Kennedy. 
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