[image: image1.jpg]


A History of US: reconstruction and Reform
24 The Unknown History of Chinese Immigration to the Gold Mountain
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Notice the picture on the left. The Chinese looks out of place, don’t they? They look dangerous too, their eyebrows and expressions shows that. Their expressions shows pleasure, some shows unhappiness, or is it anger? These pictures are strange. They show how Chinese lived in California. These pictures don’t show what they do in California for jobs and for money. This picture shows only how they use their spare time (if they have any from work and trying earn money to give to their parents in china).  Most of the Chinese were males, for they are to hold up the family while the old and women stay home and watch the farms and property. Fathers and sons were to earn money to send money to make them “rich men.”  They all (the Chinese) dream of going home with enough money to show off to their friends in China. But very few earned enough money for that. They called California, the gold mountain, because of the stories of gold being founded in California of how you just have to bend down to pick up the gold that was on the street.  They came to get work, to earn money. But what they heard and what they expected was different from their thoughts of how America is. They (Chinese) thought that the land had plenty of gold and jobs to go around, but theses were merely stories and just imagination of how America was. The actual place was shocking to the Chinese, the people who lived there was dirty and brutal, with hatred of people who are different who were green horns.  The Chinese were treated as green horns, and people who knew nothing and were nothing when their past was so civilized. But as soon as they started finding gold and getting low paid jobs, and when jobs became less and less, the whites (Americans) became jealous, angered by their good traits and angered about the loss of jobs. They (the white labors) started to force the government to make and agree to pass laws that limited the Chinese immigration called the Chinese exclusion act, passed at 1882. This was the first time in history any ethnic group had been pointed out and harassed by a law. The Chinese were not only harassed by this law only, there were many other laws that they got harassed by like residence of the United States are to carry residence certificates on penalty of deportation, they had no right to a habeas corpus bail procedure. With the laws around to hunt Chinese into jail and out of the country, this is what I found about what the whites (Americans) did to the Chinese out of brutal hatred for shaming them:

“By the late 1870’s, life for Chinese in California became difficult. Chinese were driven out of small towns and their homes were burned. Employers who hired Chinese were threatened. A great riot erupted in San Francisco in July of 1877 and Chinese were assaulted and homes and businesses were burned.”                                                                                             -Scriabine, Christine
The Chinese didn’t really have a great vacation at the “gold mountain,” they had a time where they feared for their lives. They get thrown into jail with a trial. They get harassed and they can’t be witness to a murder, they can’t keep a laundry in a wooden building, etc. here a quote from a speech made by judge Thomas Burke:

Three or four hundred armed men at Tacoma went around and packed up the Chinese, bag and baggage, and marched them through the streets and eight miles out to Lakeview, where they were left on the prairie all night, exposed, without shelter, to a drenching storm, and two died form exposure. After the expulsion of the Chinese, their stores and houses were burned.

 This quote states that the Chinese were harassed, killed against their rights, white (Americans) are abusing their new founded power. They hurt the Chinese personally and harassed them. They (Chinese) were just doing what they came to do, but yet look at what happens to the Chinese. They (Chinese) get hurt for their differences.  

Laundries and restaurants were only a few of the jobs that were cheap and easy to open. Chinese founded out that you couldn’t earn much by trying to find gold. Since the whites (Americans) think they are “men,” so they shouldn’t wash their own clothes (it’s a women’s job to them), so the Chinese would do the 

Washing for them. They can earn much more money this way but yet it was a place where the government can pass a law on. The government passed a law that didn’t allow Chinese to do certain things; for example, the government would pass a law that required bricks for laundries. There are laws hurt the Chinese society and made them easy prey for the government.


 The Chinese had come when China wasn’t in a good stance. Floods were often and often destroy crops. Crimes were many and unstoppable. Taxes were many and high. Government was weak and demanding. Life in China wasn’t good at all. No wonder why thousands left home to journey to America to search for riches and a better life. Steady jobs in America were heard in China; many believe and journeyed to the west to search for a job where they can earn steady money to send off to China for their family to feed on, to live on. It was mostly men who went, fathers, sons; brothers went in search of work. Though the punishment for leaving China was decapitation, many still fled. They called California the gold mountain for stories they have heard of gold that are founded there. Men were loyal, for the money they earned they would send it off to China, or save then send. Money was needed in China. None of the Chinese intended to stay and live in California, many dreamed of earning enough money to go back home and share the wealth with the family.

The transcontinental railroad began in the 1860’s, they didn’t plan on hiring the Chinese, to them (whites/ Americans) the Chinese was too weak, too small, and too effeminate to do the harsh labor. But the company was desperate for labor. Fifty Chinese were hired. The Chinese can finish miles of miles of mountains, cliffs, etc. they died for this job too, the author who wrote THE CHINESE WHO BUILT AMERICA: THE CHINESE RAILROAD MEN, the author was Stan Steiner, he said many died for this cause the railroad: 

And thousands of these young men gave their lives in the building of the railroads. The dead were never counted, nor have they been memorialized. Some twenty thousand pounds of bones were gathered from shallow graves along the roadbeds and rights-of-way, according to a newspaper of 1870 quoted in The History of the Chinese in America, by Philip Choy and H. Mark Lai.

Thousands died for the right to have jobs to earn money, to get enough money to go back in China to have a comfortable life not a farmer’s one. But many had died and the whites (Americans) knew this fact yet on the day of the final spike, the “golden spike,” was to be hammered down to connect the eastern track to the western tracks to complete the railroad there wasn’t any Chinese in the memorable photo graph taken at the promontory point in Utah, may 10, 1869. Here is what Stan Steiner had found and wrote in his book:

AND THEN the day came when the final spike, the "Golden Spike," was to be hammered down to bold the last length of track. The iron rails had spanned a continent. In celebration of the occasion, the dignitaries came—bankers and railroad tycoons, politicians and railroad men—to be photographed at the uniting of the nation. Of the hundreds of people in that memorable photograph taken at Promontory Point in Utah, on May 10, 1869, there was one large group who were wholly invisible. 

The Chinese . . . 

Nowhere to be seen were the thirteen thousand railroad men from China who had dug the tunnels, built the roadbeds, and laid the track for half of the transcontinental line—that of the Central Pacific Railroad‑crossing the most precipitous mountains and torturous deserts of the West. These Chinese workingmen had become faceless. They had disappeared. 

Even when the Chinese build the worst and the hardest part of the railroad, losing their lives for a country who hates them, they didn’t even get some credit for risking their health and their lives for a job that they got paid less than those who don’t do work as well as them.  The picture on the left is the oil painting of the event later with three railroad men crouching besides the track as they drove in the golden spike, two of the three were Chinese, but there was no name and picture under the painting of saying who in the picture is who, the Chinese wasn’t going to get credit for all the hard work they have done. They did a job with effort to help the railroad be completed, but you know what? They weren’t mention in books or history text that they did the work and they should get the credit, people who didn’t do much got all the credit. Here’s what the whites felt when the Chinese took their jobs: 
On the day these men were at last permitted to work at grading the roadbed for the tracks, it was reported that "the coolies' right of way was longer and was smoother than any white crew's." It was embarrassing; for the Chinese were so inexperienced that many had never been on a railroad or even seen one. 

Enraged, the white crews vowed to avenge their shame. In the days that followed, they not only worked at top speed, but also voluntarily halved their lunch break. Still, at the end of a week the roadbeds of the Chinese workmen were the longest of "any gang on the line." The white railroad men "who wouldn't work within a hundred rods of them" threatened to strike or quit, and many did. 

 So out of jealous and anger that turned to hatred drove the whites (Americans) to work harder then before. But they didn’t learn from their mistakes, hers what happened to some people who tried to hurt the Chinese, (think revenge):

In grading their roadbed, the "Irishmen were in the habit of firing their blasts without giving warning to the Chinamen," reported a surveyor for the Union Pacific, Grenville Dodge, and "from this cause several Chinamen were severely hurt." The Chinese crews, "appreciating the situation," responded in kind. One day they set off a dynamite charge right above the Irish crews, and several Irishmen were buried alive. 
"From that time the Irish laborers showed more respect for the Chinamen, and there was no further trouble," said Dodge. 

So you see, Chinese merely came back against the whites with the same in return; this brings us to the next topic, Chinese resistance. 


Chinese resisted the American laws that went against them, laws will be right after this. Resistances against laws were made by people who had enough from the government, these few people made a difference in the Chinese’s life in California, although they were only a few people, they were important people. These people are Chae Chan Ping, Yick Wo, Pun Chi, and the Chinese association that tried to get more rights for the Chinese, which is Chinese Six Company. These few people (Chae Chan Ping, Yick Wo, Pun Chi they fought for their and the Chinese rights as a citizen in America.

 Chae Chan Ping was this Chinese man who went away to china for a visit came back years later after the Chinese Exclusion act. He left at 1882 and came back at 1888. He wasn’t allowing to land in America, even though he had the right forms and certificate. But he didn’t take that form the officials so he went to court to settle it. He made a difference by showing the congress that Chinese will and can fight back for their rights. 

Pin Chi was a Chinese man who tried to tell congress of their actions but congress didn’t listen to him. Here is one line he had said “we Chinese are viewed like thieves and enemies, when in the administration of justice out testimony is not received, when in the legal collection of the licenses we are injured and plundered, and villains of other nations are encouraged to rob and do violence to us!” this is line is true without a white witness they can’t not sue or protect their rights, without their rights they can not be safe. He wrote an appeal to them and it told them of the hypocritical things they have done and also of the things that they don’t do as the Chinese people in china do. Pin chi said that in china you can be different but no one would make a big thing about it like in America. Pin chi is saying that china won’t go against a person even if they are different from Chinese. He was reasonable to write a letter filled with kindness and respect and love and send it off to congress instead of banging on the congress door to get their attention. 

Ling Sing was a Chinese guy who got murdered by Mr. George W. Hall for trying to protect his cousin whose name is unknown. Mr. George W. Hall was going to get sentenced to death but he appealed and the court said that without any white witness they couldn’t sentence Mr. George W. Hall to death. But Ling Sing’s cousin saw the whole thing happen, so he was a witness yet they don’t take his witness because he isn’t’ white. A law like that can stop true justice, what a mistake is that. 

Yick Wo was Lee Yick. Lee Yick was a man who owned a laundry mat that had a laundry mat at a time where a law was passed to harass the Chinese simply the law was that the laundries couldn’t be made by wooden buildings. But the 9 out of 10 is Chinese and owns wooden buildings for laundry. And the 1 out of 10 is the white man who none of the police try to arrest only Chinese. And it was mostly Chinese who worked for laundry. But you know what? The Chinese won the case, the supreme court said “for no legitimate reason this body by its action has declared that it is lawful for 80-odd persons who are not subjects of China to wash clothes for hire in [wood] frames buildings, but unlawful for all subjects of China to do the same thing.” Saying this means people in china has laundries in wooden buildings and it isn’t lawful for them yet for people who are our own or breaking a law that doesn’t make sense. 

The Chinese six companies was a group of people who tried to protect the Chinese with help. They were leaders to the battle against anti-Chinese movement. They would send letters to the mayor, and congress. They would complain to the government about how the local police won’t help when a Chinese is getting beat up or killed or harassed. They try everything to protect the Chinese from getting harassed getting a life that is far worse than in china. The company would try to influence the federal government to protect Chinese from growing anti-Chinese people.

 These people got rid of some laws and made lives better for the Chinese. This was what you called Chinese resistance. They resisted the government and their laws; they brought to the court’s notice that Chinese were treated differently, as non- Americans and as non-citizens. These laws were made by the government, which then brings us to the next topic, laws made against Chinese.

The Chinese exclusion act was a very harsh one, it was passed in 1882 to stop Chinese from coming over, it was the first and only law in the existence of the United States of America to be aim directly at a race and discriminate them. It block off Chinese immigration for 60 years, it was made to limit Chinese immigration to America because the western American “citizen” dislike them having jobs that they think is rightly theirs. They said they were just going to pause the immigration when they want to stop Chinese from coming. There were more laws, but this one was the most important, for it directly wanted the Chinese out.


Most Americans don’t know how the Chinese got here and how they live here and how come there are Chinese in California and New York. And what they had to do with the railroad. Why don’t they know all this? Because in class, history textbooks are missing this information, because Chinese were brutally kicked out of textbooks. The Chinese were left of American history, and history texts that kids in school today use, why do you think they do that, but why must Chinese be lefted out? Has any other ethnicity be lefted out too? If Chinese is one, why won’t there be more ethnic groups that had to face the same experiences as the Chinese? 
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This was the Chinese lifestyle that is to the whites. This isn’t the Chinese lifestyle in California, the whites (Americans) thought so but this wasn’t.





Not only did the Chinese helped made most of the western railroad, they made the whites (Americans) work harder than before to resume their higher standards of their powers.





This backbreaking work was paid at a low wage for the Chinese, and higher wages for the whites that doesn’t do as much work as the Chinese.





Effeminate means, girly or female like, or not a man, used to describe Chinese for they drank tea and took a bath every single day.





Year�
Miles of Track in U.S.�
�
1830�
23�
�
1833�
380�
�
1840�
>2,800�
�
1850�
>9,000�
�
1860�
>30,000�
�
1865�
35,000�
�
1870�
53,000�
�
1880�
93,000�
�
1890�
164,000�
�
1900�
193,000�
�
1910�
240,000�
�
1916�
(Peak) 254,000�
�
1920�
243,000�
�
1940�
233,000�
�
1950�
224,000�
�






As you can see between 1840-1950 the amount of miles done were more than before 1840. 1848 Chinese began to come, the railroad began to have more miles completed, � HYPERLINK "http://www.geocities.com/scorpshirl/graph.doc" ��the graph �for this table shows the same thing but in a graph.





That was the “last spike to hammer in, it was a memorable celebration, of the years in making the railroad, as you can see only two Chinese are there, the rest are people in suits not fit for making railroads.





Chinese to the Whites were taking over their country, and they drew the Chinese as a demon, their hair fly straight out and they are laughing at Uncle same because he looks so beat out and tired.








