Dear Parent/Guardian:

Thank you for allowing your student to participate in the Mid Columbia Regional Science Fair March 13th – 15th.  Due to the timing of the judging schedule and the limited number of entries from HHS, transportation to and from the science fair will be left to the parents/guardians of each student.  School policy requires that students may only travel with their parents or guardians.
In order to minimize the amount of school missed by your student, please ensure that all science fair projects are delivered to Room 2606 by Thursday March 12th.  I will take the projects to the mall and set them up.  Your student will need to be brought to the mall to meet me at the fountain in the food court at 1:30 so that I can take them to the area where their projects are being displayed.  Traditionally our section of the mall has been near the food court area.  I will be at the mall all day long to assist and supervise your student.

The judging schedule for the Senior Division will begin at 2:00 and will run until 6:30 pm, with a break at about 4:00 for dinner. This is a change from last year’s schedule to accommodate WASL testing.  Please pick up your student at 6:30 and check out with me in the food court near the fountain.  It is essential that your students check in and out with me to maintain accountability and to maximize student safety.  If you will be making other arrangements for your student’s transportation let me know prior to, or on the day of the Fair.
As you plan your display for the mall, keep in mind that your project will be open to the public from the morning of Thursday March 13th, until Saturday March 15th after the awards presentation.  Do not display mechanical devices or small objects, samples of plants, animals, fungi, or bacteria or they will be removed by the safety committee prior to judging.  The general rule is, if it’s not your journal/paper or attached to your display board, leave it home.
Please cover any visible names on the display boards and on the covers of the journal and report with masking tape.  For identification write names in a discreet location within the journal or report.  There have been some concerns recently with the use of photographs that show individual faces.  
All students should be prepared to give a 3-5 minute presentation about their project. Major fair, special and categorical awards will be presented.  Students must be present for the two interview sessions.  High school students may stay after the two judging sessions if they would like to talk to the special award judges.  The awards ceremony will be at the Chief Joseph Middle School Auditorium located at 504 Wilson St, Richland.  The awards ceremony will begin at 1:00 P.M.  All students will be called up to the stage to receive their certificates and awards.  
More information is available at www.mcsf.net or you can email me at Brian.Palmer@rsd.edu. 

Thank you for your support and I’ll see you at the fair on Thursday.

Brian Palmer                                                                                                                                            Science Fair Coordinator                                
                                                                           Hanford High School

