Living Relationships
(1) Relationships are very important in nature. Animals, plants, fungi, and microscopic organisms (such as bacteria and protozoa) all (2) depend on each other to live.
There are different kinds of relationships. Predation is when one animal (3) eats another. One species benefits by getting food. The other species is (4) prey-it is killed. Competition is when two organisms are trying to get the same (5) resources, whether it's food, water, or sunlight. Neither species benefits from this relationship, because each organism is taking resources from the other.
Symbiotic relationships occur when (6) two organisms live side by side. There are several different kinds of symbiotic relationships:
Mutualism: Both species benefit. The two organisms (7) help each other. An example would be a honey bee and a dandelion. The honey bee gets to eat the pollen from the flower. The dandelion uses the bee to spread its pollen to another flower. 

  

Commensalism: (8) One species benefits. The other species is unaffected. A common example is an animal using a plant for shelter. An American Robin benefits by building its nest in a Red Maple tree. The tree is unaffected. 

  

Parasitism: One species benefits. The other species is (9) harmed. An example would be a deer tick and a White-tailed Deer. The tick gets food from the deer without killing it. The deer is harmed by losing blood to the tick, and possibly by getting an infected wound. 

  

Neutralism: (10) Neither species benefits or is harmed. Both organisms are unaffected. An American Goldfinch is a bird that eats mostly seeds. It may share a tree with a Great Crested Flycatcher, which eats mostly insects. Neither affects the other. 

