Classification Activity

Directions

· Read the Student Reference Sheet for Activity to learn about herbivore, carnivore, and omnivore Beak types.

· Using the information from the Student Reference Sheet, classify each bird as a carnivore, omnivore, or herbivore.

· Record your answers in the Bird Classification Chart below.  Only fill out the column labeled “Student Classification.”

· Next, work with your group mates to reach a consensus (majority decision) on the classification of the birds.  Record your answer in the “Group Classification” column.

· Record your group classification in the chart on the board.

· Record the class consensus on the classification of the birds.  Record your answer in the “Class Classification” column below.

· You will now be given the correct answers.  Record the correct answer in the chart below in the “Actual Classification” column.

· Was your original classification (in Student Classification column) correct?  Record your answer in the “Correct?  Y/N” column below.
	Bird Classification Chart

	
	
	

	
	Bird
Name
	Actual
Classification

	1
	Western Greenfinch
	Herbivore

	2
	European Starling
	Omnivore

	3
	Bicolored Wren
	Carnivore

	4
	Rose-Ringed Parakeet
	Herbivore

	5
	Bru Bru Shrike
	Carnivore

	6
	Clay Colored Robin
	Omnivore

	7
	Pine Grosbeak
	Herbivore

	8
	Eurasian Jay
	Omnivore

	9
	Common Tree Creeper
	Carnivore

	10
	Hermit Thrush
	Omnivore


As a class, were you precise?  Were you accurate?

How did the class reconcile the differences each group had in classifying the birds?

Did your answer change?

Do you think that there is controversy in the scientific community?

How does accuracy and precision relate to the classification system?

Some scientists favor one classification system over another.  Most scientists currently use the six kingdom classification system.  As more evidence comes forward (especially genetic evidence), scientific understanding of the interrelatedness of species changes and becomes more accurate.  As scientific understanding becomes more accurate, so does the classification system.
