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12.1 Recognising rocks

The Earth’s crust contains hundreds of different rocks. Here are six
which are found in Britain.

Granite is a very hard rock. It's Sandstone is a softer rock. It's
not easily scratched. It sparklesin  made up of grains of sand. You
the sunshine because it has can easily rub the grains off the
crystals in it. Some of these rock, even with your finger nail!
crystals are big enough to see.

Like granite, basaltis veryhard,  Chalk is another soft rock. White
difficult to scratch and is made up  grains come off when you rub it
of crystals. But the crystals in ‘That's why it can be used for
basalt are tiny. writing on blackboards

How can you pick out one rock from another?

There are simple clues which can help you to identify rocks. A rock's
hardness and colour can give useful information (although some rocks,
like granite, can have different colours). Any crystals, grains or layers in
he rock can also help you to decide what it is. So can a bottle of acid!
Some rocks, like marble and chalk, fizz when acid is dropped on them.
But usually identifying rocks is a job for an expert. He will need more
clues than those mentioned here!

1 From the rocks mentioned on this page, make sets of: a) hard
rocks b) softrocks ) rocks withcrystals d) rocks with grains.

2 a) What information can help you o identify arock? A

b) Why can colour be confusing when you identify arock? A

©) Arockis soft, made of white grains and fizzes in acid. What

could itbe?

Give two reasons why rocks may be different from each other. A

Which should last longer, granite or sandstone pavements? Why?

Suggest what has made: a) chalk b) slate useful for writing

“Try to find out: where these rocks are found in Britain.
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Slate has crystals and is hard, but
not as hard as granite. It ismade
up of layers which can be split off
from each other. That's why
pieces of slate are often flat.

Marble is mostly white or grev.

but may have streaks of colour. It
contains small crystals. Itis hard
but can be scratched with a knife.

Did you know?

Rocks are made of
chemical substances called
minerals.

Different rocks may be
made of different minerals.
Different rocks may have
been made in.different
ways. That's why there are
s many kinds of focks.
Pupils used to write on
slate using a special pericil,
when paper Was scarce.




