
Science Unit 7G 

Lesson 8

Worksheet

Expansion and contraction
Answer all these questions in your books.

1) When you have a shower in winter water often collects at the bottom of the window pane. Why? Explain exactly what is happening in as much detail as possible. Draw diagrams if necessary.

2) In summer the power lines and telephone lines hang down between the posts. Why don't the engineers tighten them up?

3) Why is it extremely dangerous to put tins of food (e.g. baked beans) into a fire or to heat them without opening the tin first?

4) Why do trains make that 'clacketty-clack' noise?

5) How can you easily loosen the metal lid of a glass jam jar? Why does this work? Explain in as much detail as possible.

6) If a lorry got stuck under a low bridge because it was a bit too tall, how could you get it out easily?

7) Why do the radiators in your house or school click and groan when the central heating system starts up?

8) Why does the car engine click after you stop the motor?

9) What happens to a balloon on a hot day? What might happen if it got too hot?

10) Why do you think a milk bottle might crack when you pour hot water into it?

A resource from Science Online - www.scienceonline.co.uk - © Actis Ltd 2001

