LESSON PLANS

Lesson #2

Benchmark II Workshop Title:   Webquest:  A Strategy for Higher Level Learning

Instructors:   Patricia Daniels and Jo Johnson

Date of Workshop:   June 23 – 27, 2003

Purpose:   Demonstrate mastery of the workshop goals by incorporating them into 

                curriculum instruction.

Workshop goal (s):  Create a webquest to engage students in a meaningful real world 

task which extends their thinking and offers challenging,   

collaborative and creative work opportunities to every student.

Lesson Plan Title:   Teach letter writing/e-mailing in order to gather information.

Teacher(s):   Sandra Harris and Audrey Bunch             Subject:   Social Studies

Grade Level:   5          Student Population:  Regular Classroom

State the goal and objective of the lesson along with the Standard Course of Study

Number:
English/Language Arts:
 4:07  Compose a nonfiction product using self-selected topic (business 

          letter)

4:09  Produce work that follows the conventions of particular genres (business letter).

Computer/Technology Skills:

2:4  Use a word processing application to create and format a document.

3.3  Select search strategies to obtain information.

         words.

Time Needed:
45 minutes

Materials/Resources Needed:
paper, envelope, address for obtaining information from their national park, computers (for word processing/e-mailing)

Technology Resources Needed:  Computer, Projector, Webquest Online @






 www.geocities.com/scharris2003/, Internet

Pre-Activities:  

· Teacher models format for letter – Think Aloud

· Teacher models e-mailing


 Activities:


· Group students by their ranger roles

· In groups discuss questions and information about their national park which relates to their specific role.

· Use bubble maps to assist in organizing questions.

· Write letters and/or e-mails

Assessment:
  Teacher Observation

  Copy of Letters/copy of e-mails

Supplemental resources/information for teachers:


· Business Letter Format

· Bubble map (to help organize questions)

Part II—To be completed after you teach the lesson

Describe the student behaviors as the lesson was carried out.  Include the approximate time spent on each section.

Include materials such as handouts, directions, or other items given to students that are appropriate for the lesson objectives.

Include materials such as handouts, directions, or other items given to students that are appropriate for the lesson objectives.

List the technologies used by the teacher and those used by the student to complete this lesson.

Part III – Evaluation

Describe student outcomes including what they learned and what they found difficult.

Describe the students’ feelings and concerns about the activities.  (both positive and negative)

Teacher Reflection – Explain how you felt about the lesson.  What worked well, what needed improvement, what would you do differently next time?

