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My Educational Stance


Change is inevitable. Everything in life, the world and Earth changes with the passing of time. As human beings, we have difficulty accepting change. We become comfortable and do not want to go through the awkward, frustrating and apprehensive feelings that changes brings about. As with education, there are always changes. Today’s teachers are more educated and are on a path to becoming true professionals in their field. As students today experience the openness of society due to innovations in technology, which in some cases comes along with negative connotations in order to capitalize, we as educators must strive to make sure students today understand the difference, and use technology in a positive way. One of my goals would be to make sure children distinguish and understand the positive attributes of technology as well as the negative aspects and why. I will also do my best to keep the lines of communication open in terms of fostering interactions with them and to understand their thinking and point of views in hopes of opening the doors to greater learning on their part and mine. 

Part of my viewpoint is based on the “learning organization” in which author Peter Senge details five characteristics. They are: 
· System Thinking, which is intuitive and children pick up almost instantly.

· Personal Mastery, which allows them to focus their energy, develop patience, and see reality objectively.
· Shared Vision, which allows them to picture their future.

· Team Learning, which allows them to share and expand ideas.

· Mental Models, which allows them to question the assumptions, generalizations, and perceptions that influence how they comprehend and react to the world. 
He sees this as an organization, which cultivates an effective learning environment based on the ideal of an organization built on vision, teamwork, openness, flexibility, ability to act under changing conditions, and so forth. It is an organization where people don't just cultivate their limited territory and privileges, but where they stick their neck out and together take responsibility for their shared future, working on creating maximum synergy and maximum ability to deal with the whole situation.


Also using the Constructivism theory, I plan to understand the mental models students use to construct the world and the assumption they make to support those models in order to help them to learn. As well as implementing Piaget’s theory in which I plan a developmentally appropriate curriculum, that enhances students’ logical and conceptual growth taking into account how their experiences or interactions with their surrounding environment, plays a role in their learning. I will make my students an integral part of their own learning process as well as mine, by active involvement, social interactions, and exchanging of ideas. I would like them to be aware that the world is not perfect, but they can learn from their mistakes and the mistakes of others, which can help shape and mold them into progressive, productive and innovative individuals. 


Today’s classrooms are diverse in culture, language and ethnicity, so in order for learning to evolve, I plan to use some of the basic elements from The National Council for Social Studies, in its Curriculum Guidelines for Multicultural Education to help format a curriculum where every student will fit in. The guidelines states that students should be provided with a sharp sense of self, that they should be helped in understand the experience of ethnic and cultural groups in history, that conflict between ideals and reality exist in every human society, and to develop decision-making, social participation, and citizenship skills. I am a firm believer of the cliché, “Knowledge is the Key To Success” and I also believe more learning can take place when students are in a relaxed comfortable environment and are able to express their thoughts and share ideas about a subject matter because “a mind is a terrible thing to waste.” However, I also know that as our world continue to evolve and as I continue to educate myself, so will my educational stance and the way I view certain aspects such as educational reform, school politics and different philosophies.
