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State Of Mind

Most people become teachers because of a role model or influence from other teachers or parents in the educational field that had turn them on to the idea of becoming a teacher, of which they can write. Mine has been a little different, or you can say I have chosen a different path. I did not have any teacher in high school that I could reflect upon that made an impression on me in the classroom. I did not fully realize I wanted to become a teacher until about a few years ago. The thought had crossed my mind when I graduated from high school, but quickly changed after being informed by my parents and friends that teachers did not have good incomes. With this in mind, I followed the path of my parents and went to college, graduated with a Bachelor of Science in Marketing and gained employment in the business environment.


After being in business for almost 20 years and experiencing, the many different aspects of the business field as well as the psyche of the personnel, staff, co-workers and executives. I experienced a place without compassion, loyalty, humanity and humility. More importantly, I started to become that way myself. I was not the sweet, caring, giving, or helpful person anymore, but only thought about myself. This was when I decided I had to make a change.


I knew then I had to find a way for my living not to be in vain. I spent time thinking about my life, the society I live in, and the world around me. What can I do to help society? This is when teaching came to mind. I saw this as a way to help the youths of today become better people of tomorrow. I saw it as a way to help make our country a better place to live. I knew this was a big challenge that I was taking on, but I also knew it was something I had to do. This involved giving up a big salary, going back to college and dealing with students in a classroom setting.  So in order to make sure teaching was the right thing for me, I started to substitute teach. I knew it would not be the same as having my own classroom because the students tend to misbehave more so with a substitute teacher than with their regular teacher, but I would be able to get an idea of the students’ temperament, outlook, goals and attitudes. I was able to gain first hand experience of what I was in for. Even though it proved to be challenging, it also proved to be rewarding and fulfilling. In my learning process, I was able to use some of the methodology I learned in my college classes as well as from observation of teachers in different school districts.


I have discovered in my journey, thus far, that teaching is exactly what I want to do and since high-school is the last stop before students transform into the adult world, I would have a chance to assist them in making positive decisions. My goal is to help educate students not only in the terms of curriculum and content, but in terms of them aiding, sharing and caring for others and the world around us. I may not be able to help every student but I can certainly try - one student at a time. 


In becoming dual certified, I choose to teach special education because I feel every student deserves a fair chance to learn and be all they can be. Because of my love for geography, I chose social studies since geography is not offered by itself in high school.


I do not feel that I have wasted twenty years in the business field; I feel that I can bring an outside experience to the classroom comparing the actualities of the real life world to what the students will be learning. I will be ready to teach with a broad background of experience, which I will be able to incorporate into the classroom and into the curriculum. It was not a single person, parent, or teacher that influenced me to want to become a teacher, it was a series of events, changes, and what I would like to think of as a higher calling.


