The following excerpts come from a farm diary that was compiled by Gilbert M. Richardson who lived near Lumpkin, Georgia.  The diary begins in March of 1860 and concludes in late January, 1861.  The diary is confined to the subject of farming and the limited travels of Gilbert and his family.  There is no mention of politics or the forthcoming national crisis. 

The diary can be located at the University of Georgia’s Hargrett Library and Special Collections.

Gilbert Richardson’s farm diary is concise and to the point.  He makes little reference to his family other than to occasionally mention his wife Mary.  One entry makes it clear that he and Mary have children but their names are not mentioned.   The person most frequently mentioned is Lewis who is Gilbert’s slave.  If there are any other slaves, they are not mentioned.  

Those who wish to read the entire diary will take note that the author’s entries make it perfectly clear that the daily life of a 19th century, west Georgia farmer was indeed wearisome and arduous.  It is clear that Gilbert was a man who was constantly in motion, always making improvements and additions to his farm land, building corn cribs, digging wells, raising hogs, felling trees, planting peas, etc.  The diary also makes it clear that Gilbert’s income came primarily from raising cotton and from occasionally cutting wood & lumber.

Gilbert is evidently a gifted mechanic and carpenter as he frequently mentions that he repairs his own “waggon” and buggy.  Specifically, he notes that he is doing the work of a wheel wright by placing metal “tires” on the wheels.  He also mentions the construction of at least two corn cribs, one smoke house, a hog pen and a well house.

There are infrequent visits to “town” which is assumed to be Lumpkin.  There are several circumstances of dealing with a merchant named Rockwell who sells goods to Gilbert on credit.

Sundays are a day of rest for Gilbert and his family and are frequently spent visiting other people within the community.  Mary Richardson makes frequent visits to “the Valley to meeting”.  These church meetings take place on different days of the week but are held primarily on Sunday.

Rather than jump right into October I have paraphrased what is written within the diary for the months prior and have also included some information from November, December and January.  For instance, Gilbert and his slave Lewis begin planting cotton and melons in April.  

Gilbert writes on Wednesday, May 9th “I plowed some & went to town(.)  I paid Laws $2.50 for sugar coffee & rice & got 5 boxes of pills & a bottle of cargial of McGhee $2 & a book of Rockwell (Rockwell was a merchant in Lumpkin) 30 cts(.)”   Also in may, Gilbert notes that he prepares a potato bed and cuts wheat towards the end of the month. 

The month of June is spent primarily in the preparation of the cotton crop with daily plowing and hoeing.  On Wednesday June 27th Gilbert writes, “I plowed some & went to town(.)  I bought goods of Rockwell on time $3.55(.)  I plowed cotton Lewis hoed”.

The early portion of July is spent in the cutting of lumber and the building of a well house including cutting the rafters and putting on a roof.  The middle of July is spent cutting more lumber for boards.  Gilbert also mentions that he heats and shrinks the metal “tires” onto wheels from both his wagon and his buggy.  He also mentions the cutting of logs and work on a new corn crib.  Evidently a prolonged church meeting or revival takes place at both the “Valley” and the “creek” as Gilbert takes Mary to church on Friday July 27th thru Monday, July 30th.  He attends the meeting with his wife on Sunday.  On July 31st Gilbert mentions the gathering of fodder has begun.

The first mention of picking cotton takes place on Thursday, August 9th.  The preceding days have been occupied with picking fodder.  On Monday, August 13th Gilbert writes that “We cleaned a turnip patch & sowed seed”  On Saturday, August 25th he states, “We picked cotton in the morning & went to town in the evening.  I bought turpentine oil & varnish”.  Another purchase of syrup for $1 is made from town on Weds. Aug. 29th.  

The picking of cotton begins in earnest in September, and is mentioned during every day of the first week.  On Tuesday, Sept 11th Gilbert writes “We went to see the sick in the morning & I fixed an ash hopper in the evening & split some rails”.  The ash hopper is for leaching lye which will be used for making soap.  He also begins work on an additional corn crib

Thursday September 20th – “We finished covering the crib & laid the floor(.)  I let Lewis have 1 lb of tobacco 50 cts(.)”

Friday Sept. 21st – “I carried Mary to meeting(.)  I bought 2 cloths from Wm Halfry $3.50(.)”

Sat. Sept. 22nd – “We finished halling the first corn & put my hogs in(.)”

Sun. Sept. 23rd – “We went to see John & Carry in the evening(.)”  Carry is Gilbert’s sister.

Mon. Sept. 24th – Thursday Sept. 27th – “We picked cotton(.)”

Fri. Sept. 28th – “We pulled corn in the morning & I halled a load in the evening(.)”

Sat. Sept. 29th – “We finished gathering corn(.)”

Sun. Sept 30th – “I carried Mary to Arnys in the evening(.)”

Mon Oct. 1st – “We halled the fodder in the morning & got ralings in the evening(.)”

Tuesday Oct. 2nd thru Oct. 10th – worked on a smoke house with a wooden chimney.

Thursday Oct. 11th – “We cut the smoke logs in the morning & went to see John(.)”

Oct. 12 -16th – Gilbert and Lewis cut & hauled logs.

Weds. Oct. 17th – “Lewis picked peas & cotton(.)  I worked on the wedges(.)”

Thurs. Oct. 18th – “We split rails for a hog pin & dug some troughs(.)”

Fri. Oct. 19th – “We made the hog pen(.)”

Sat. Oct. 20th – “I went to town(.)  I bought some things at Rockwells & at Picketts(.)”

Sun. Oct. 21st – “We stayed at home until evening & at night we went to Singers(.)”

Mon. Oct. 22nd – “Lewis split oak wood in the morning & we split logs in the evening(.)”

Tues. Oct. 23rd – “I put up my hogs(.)  We split logs(.)”

Weds. Oct. 24th – “I split some logs and worked on Tops buggy(.)”

Thurs. Oct. 25th – “We split logs in the morning & worked on my wagon in the evening(.)”

Friday Oct. 26th – “We worked on the wagon(.)”

Sat. Oct. 27th – “We halled cotton to the gin(.)”

Sun. Oct. 28th – “I carried Mary to her fathers(.)”

Mon. Oct. 29th – “I ginned(.)  Lewis went to town(.)”

Tues. Oct. 30th – “I started to Columbus(.)”

Weds. Oct. 31st – “I went into town.  I sold cotton(.)  I paid $22.10 meat salt & other sundreys(.)  The cotton brought me $112.55(.)”

Thurs. Nov. 1st – “I came home(.)  It rained(.)  I paid over to Arny his cotton money(.)”

Friday Nov. 2nd – “I brought home my salt & halled a load of wood & went to town & paid Rockwell my ????? $9.95(.)”

Sat. Nov. 3rd – “Worked some in the shop & help Singer kill a hog(.)  I carried Mary to town(.)  I paid Celig $3.90 & Nutting $11.35 & Ovaby #4 & Baulder $2.60 for Lewis(.)”

Sun. Nov. 4th – “We stayed at home(.)  Walker & his wife spent the day with us(.)”

The next week is spent digging potatoes and “killing a beef”, a portion of which is sold.  In mid November Gilbert and Lewis sow wheat and finish the smoke house.  In late November Gilbert sows rye.

In early December several hogs are killed, butchered, smoked and cured.  Some of the fields are burned and “red” cotton is picked.  More hogs are killed in the latter part of the month.  Gilbert also works on his plow and clears additional land.  Interestingly there is no mention of Christmas.

In January, Gilbert digs a well, clears more land builds a stable and picks some remaining cotton.  

I hope that the information contained with Gilbert Richardson’s diary will be helpful in giving background to the event.
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