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Do the virtues of Purim’s hamantaschen compensate for the adverse dental effects that can accompany consumption?  What about the dermatological effects of potato latkes during the holiday of Hanukkah?  These are some of the issues brought up at the humorous 2001 Latke vs. Hamantaschen Symposium in Stony Brook University’s Health Science Center on February 26th.  The keynote speakers at this event were Dr. Jonathan Garlick of the Department of Oral Biology & Pathology, Dr. Bernard Dudock, Department of Biochemistry, and Dr. Richard Kalish, Department of Dermatology in the School of Medicine.  These distinguished academics volunteered their time and expertise for the program to celebrate the festive holiday of Purim.

Proponents of latkes at the symposium claimed that the presence of hamantaschen samples due to the coincidental timing of Purim presented an unfair advantage on one side of the debate.  Evidence supporting this opinion was collected through a series of in-house studies.  Dr. Dudock discussed his study on medical students who consumed hamantaschen and subsequently turned into frogs.  Dr. Garlick, through his rather high tech PowerPoint presentation, shared his findings of how latkes can devour hamantaschen under the right atmospheric conditions, and when set in a mock Battlebots competition the two fought rigorously.  Lastly, Dr. Kalish spoke of the acne factor of both foods and calculated the numeric significance according to Gematria.

While much of the evidence seemed to point toward latkes being the victor, hamantaschen still managed to edge out their competition.  Overall, those who attended the symposium in the HSC were both delighted and impressed at the depth of knowledge the speakers presented. A joyous Purim was had by all.  

******************

The Latke vs. Hamantaschen Symposium was sponsored by GAP (Grads And Professionals) and the Hillel Foundation for Jewish Life.  For more information on events for graduate students or young professionals, please contact Rachel Habush (rhabush@notes.sunysb.edu/631-632-6565).
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