Ten Jewish Texts About    LOVE





Love at First Sight:


And when Jacob saw Rachel, the daughter of his uncle Laban, and the flock of his uncle Laban, Jacob went up and rolled the stone off the mouth of the well, and watered the flock of his uncle Laban.  Then Jacob kissed Rachel, and broke into tears.


-Genesis 29:10-12 (parshat Veyetze) 





Love vs. Fear: 


R. Simeon ben Eleazar said: Greater is he who acts from love than he who acts from fear.  For the latter, the merit remains in effect for only a thousand generations, while for the former, it remains in effect for two thousand generations.  


-Babylonian Talmud, Sotah 31a





Loving Each Other:


This is what the Holy One said to Israel: My children, what do I ask of you?  Only this: that you love one another and honor one another.


-Midrash Tanna De Be Eliyahu Rabbah 26





Love That Lasts:


If love depends on something transitory, once the transitory thing passes away, love also passes away; but if love does not depend on something transitory, it will never pass away.  


-Pirke Avot 5:16





Complete Love:


Love that does not include reproof is not love.


-Midrash Genesis Rabbah 54





The Direction of Love:


My feet lead me to the place my heart loves.


-Midrash Mechilta, Yitro





Weakened Love:


When our love was strong, we could lie on the edge of a sword.  Now that our love is not strong, a bed sixty cubits wide is not wide enough for us. 


-Babylonian Talmud, Sanhedrin 7a





Love and Hate:


Love upsets usual conduct.  Hate upsets usual conduct.


-Midrash Genesis Rabbah 55:8





Destructive Love:


“And it came to pass afterward, that he loved a woman in the valley of Sorek, whose name was Delilah” (Judg. 64).  It is taught that Rabbi [Judah I, the Patriarch] said: Even if her name had not been Delilah, she should have been called Delilah; for she weakened (dildelah) his strength, weakened his understanding, and weakened his merits.


-Babylonian Talmud Sotah 9b





The Power of Love:


Hatred stirs up strife, But love covers up all faults. 


-Proverbs 10:12                                                                                        
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