Dear Joan !





	Thank u 4 the fax. I am sure I can talk 2 Margesons 2 arrange a meeting at Ridgely on 1/2nd Feb near Swamijis Birth Day. They are leaders and can raise funds & not donors. I need to clear the matter with u first before I talk 2 them.  I need ur approval on certain things before we proceed.  Behind Swamiji, there is Mother, behind Mother there is RamaKrishna , behind him there is Lady Rasmani & then Ma Kali. So drop Swamiji & get Ma Kali or u will come up some other clever statements. It will waste energy. As Swamiji said cleverness does not pay.


	We will build a temple with the Trinity , with a small auditorium as in RKM at NY, have a library, an exhibition on their lives etc. & arrange lectures on Vedanta. We now organize a body 2 that goal & include these people. After we agree on these then I can proceed.  If they could come 2 Ridgely then I will get back 2 U. Plz also  give the direction 2 Ridgely again.





Sincerely,


DR. SWAPAN BASU





Dear Margessons,





	I hope you remember me visiting Ridgely last year with Mr. Mono Sen from NJ. I learned from Joan that nearly $500,000 was raised towards the project. The way she dedicated herself & carried out the load is praiseworthy.  However, we need to take much wider approach  to raise the rest.  I am contacting some mega fund-raisers who accomplished many similar targets like induction of a Chair for India at Columbia University.  I also admire the efforts by the Legget family in  preserving  the memories of Swamiji over the years. I will get back to you as soon as I contact our community leaders. Meantime,  please have my respects & best wishes for Merry Christmas.  Thank you.





Humbly yours,


Swapan Basu


My Dear Brothers & Sisters of America & India,					� TIME \@ "d-MMM-yy" �21-Mar-99�





                  Seeking your respectful  & generous contributions to preserve the memories of the noble soul, the great Karmajogi Mahapurush, Swami Vivekananda, who glorified India, Hinduism & millions of  Indians to the rest of the world.  Whose “Ma  Voi Bani ( Do not fear)” was a source of lightning inspiration to many freedom fighters like another Great Leader of  India,  Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose.


	During  his trips to USA, Swami Vivekananda  lived many times at Ridgely Manor,  at Selkirk, near Albany, NY. Here he was treated with utmost respect by the Leggets. In this house there is an echo of a roaring Royal Bengal Tiger who awakened many dead souls. In this house Swamiji indoctrinated Sister Nivedita & many other devotees. Mrs. Betty Legget, the Lady of the House, provided  generous supports & teaching materials to Sister Nivedita to help her establish a girls school at Bagbazar, in Calcutta. She also funded Swamiji to establish the “Belur Math”, the Headquarter of todays Ramakrishna Mission. Over the ages the Legget family preserved the pious memories of  Swami Vivekananda. Now burdened with age, their heir, Lord Margesson wants to sell the property including a land of 83 acres, two cottages and the elegantly kept Manor. You are encouraged to visit the holy place, which is only 2.5 hours drive from Manhattan, with your family & friends and specially the younger generations. 


	Unfortunately,  the flag bearer of  Ramakrishna ideology,  the Ramakrishna Mission did not come forward in this noble cause  just as they did not do to Swamijis ancestral house at Simulia, Calcutta. I was stopped & heckled while trying to distribute literatures on Ridgely on Sri Ma’s birthday at RKM, Manhattan, NY, even when on the street. We do not want to complain but it invigorated our determinations. 


	We need generous supports &  active participation from everybody who wish to pay homage to this Great Jogi, the true spiritual disciple of  Jugabatar Lord Sri Ramakrishna Paramhansa.  In toady’s world of decaying morality & values the teachings of  Swami Vivekananda is more than a necessity. Many of us heard of USA for the first time for Swami Vivekananda. 


	The property is valued near $2 Million, including future maintenance & so far $500,000 was raised by Sarada Society , a group of  Eastern spiritual ladies. I am no way connected to the Society but visited the place & decided to dedicate myself to pay my respects for Swamiji. I  was raised in RamaKrishna Mission Ashrama, Narendapur in West Bengal  in both school & college. I even risked my life to protect RKMA from Naxalites. We not only need your contributions but an active participation in reaching the target, spreading the informations to others & develop a program to propagate His Gospel. Please visit the  website at http://www.scescape.com/saradama/ for more informations. 


Humbly,									Ms. Joan Schak


									Sri Sarada Society


Dr. Swapan Basu							PO Box 254	


						





Basu, Swapan


From: 	Basu, Swapan


Sent: 	Friday, January 03, 1997 2:55 PM


To: 	Dhanaliwala, Mohammed- Notes; konanur, Suchetha- Notes; sushaman, Vinu- Notes; Bhattacharjee, Deep; Konanur, Suchetha; Mukadam, Sona; Sushaman, Vinu; Wadia, Anup; Deshpande, Shekhar; Narayan, Vats; Jain, Adidev; Jain, Andy; Rai, Ankur; Saha, Apurba; Tummala, Amar; Jwalapuram, Bhagawan; Patel, Chirag; Manjunath, Gubbi; Palani, Gautham; Vakharia, Hiren; Patel, Jignesh; Saigal, Jaya; Gohel, Ketan; Patel, Kanti; Ranganathan, Kala; Venkatesh, Lalitha; Jani, Mehul; Visweswaran, Mani; Bandhi, Narayana R.; Jain, Pearl; Mahendran, Praba; Sinha, Pranav; Danabalou, Ramachandiran; Jaipershad, Ronica; Madduri, Rama; Mudumbai, Raj; Patil, Rajesh; Shah, Rupa; Srinivasa, Raj; Gogna, Sanjeev; Jain, Shailendra; Ranganthan, Sujatha; Katwala, Tejas; Badami, Vinod; Iyer, Veena; Venkateshwarlu, Pandiri; Aptekar, Yevgeny; Upadhyaya, Amisha; Gohel, Ketan - NY; Palani, Gotham; Visweswaran, Mani - NY; Patel, Nick; Asokarathinam, Poppy; Pakkam, Praba; Jaipershad, Ronica; Natarajan, Vishy


Subject: 	Swami Vivekananda!





Namaste Mere Bhai o Bahino!





	Thus spoke Swami Vivekananda to address the World Conference on Religions & brought glories & respects for millions of poor Indians, prestige for Hinduism & India as a country. Many of us heard of America for the first time because of him. 


	He lived several times during his trip to USA in a Manor named Ridgely near Albany, NY. Here he indoctrinated Sister Nivedita & many other eastern disciples. The Leggets treated him with utmost respect & preserved his holy memories through generations. The Lady, Betty Legget funded Sister Nivedita to establish a girls school at Bagbazar, Calcutta. She also funded Swami Vivekananda establish The Belur Math, the head-quarter of Ramakrishna Mission. The house has the roar of a Royal Bengal Tiger which awakened many dead souls. 


	Today the owner, Lord Margessons, due to age want to sell this 85 acre beautiful serene land, with two cottages and the elegant Manor. They do not want to sell it to outsiders who might demolish the place. The price of the project is $2 Million & only $500,000 was raised. Unfortunately, the torch bearer of Ramakrishna ideology, the RK Mission, did not come forward as they did not do for Swamiji's ancestral house at Simulia, Calcutta. A group of Eastern Spiritual Ladies, formed the Sarada Society & raised the fund in short time. We also encountered resistance in distributing literatures on Sarada Ma's birthday at RKM, Manhattan, NY, even on the street. It only made us more determined.


	We need your generous support, if you respect Swamiji & his noble deeds, active participation, to contact others around the world. You are encouraged to visit the holy place, only 2 hours from Manhattan, NY especially with children. 


	Swamiji's ideals & gospel are more important today than ever before. His 'Ma Voi' bani encouraged many freedom fighters like Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose. I am not an office holder of  Sarada Society but just paying respects for Swamiji & why not you?





Humbly yours,	Swapan Basu	


