WOLL READER QUESTIONS

CHAPTER 7,8,9

James Madison, Federalist 10
1. What according to Madison is the principal cause of faction in society?  What about the present?  

2. How does Madison propose to deal with the problem of faction?  Can faction be eliminated?  How is it to be controlled?  

3. What other constitutional devices, besides those mentioned by Madison, tend to prevent to control of government by a faction?

David Truman, The Governmental Process

1. How does Truman define an interest group?  

2. What is the political role of the individual in Truman’s analysis?

3. What does Truman feel about the assertion that there is an inclusive national or public interest?

4. What are the major factors that determine the success of an interest group in gaining access to government?

V.O. Key, Jr. , Pressure Groups
1. Discuss Key’s statement that:  “Clearly the model of the lobbyist who speaks for a united following, determined in its aims and prepared to reward its friends and punish its enemies at the polls, does not often fit reality.”

2. What are the “rituals that the leaders of pressure groups use to convince Congressmen and others in positions of authority that “public opinion demands the proposed line of action or inaction”?

Walter Isaacson, Running with the PAC’s
1. What are the common charges made against PAC’s and are they valid?

2. What are some of the problems that may arise from efforts to control PAC’s?

3. What are some of the difficulties that might arise from the public financing of campaigns?

Larry Sabato, The Misplaced Obsession with PAC’s
1. Which argument is more convincing; that of Isaacson or Sabato? For what reasons?

2. Sabato sees PAC’s as acceptable elements in a Madisonian framework; Issacson does not.  Which argument is more convincing here?

3. What obstacles exist to PAC reform?  

