Web Assignment # 1
AP Government

Part I.  Primary Source Research

Alexis De Tocqueville, Democracy in America

· Begin at the class website – http://www.geocities.com/sbgaddy/apgov
· Choose the link for The Ultimate Political Science Links Page.
· Scroll down to the section on Resource Links and choose Political Philosophy-Online Texts.
· Locate Alexis De Tocqueville and choose the link in the right column – Democracy In America.
· Read the article to answer the following questions:

Part 1:  General Tendency of the Laws Under American Democracy

1. De Tocqueville states that the weaknesses of democratic government are readily discovered.  Discuss the ones mentioned.  Provide one actual example where the identified defect has resulted from government decisions.

2. Compare and contrast democratic laws with those of aristocracies.

3. De Tocqueville states that Americans often make mistakes when choosing elected officers (officials) yet, it often works out anyway.   Explain.

4. What does de Tocqueville mean when he says, “A corrupt or incapable magistrate will not combine his measures with another magistrate simply because the latter is as corrupt and incapable as himself; and these two men will never unite their endeavors to promote the corruption and inaptitude of their remote posterity.  The ambition and the maneuvers of the one will serve, on the contrary to mask the other.”?
5. What does he have to say about class interests in the aristocracy and in the democracy?

Part 2:  Public Spirit in the United States

1. Discuss the difference between the instinctive patriotism and more rational patriotism.

2. How does de Tocqueville explain the patriotic zeal of Americans?
3. What impact, then, would a decrease in voter participation tend to have on a democratic nation?

4. De Tocqueville has been described as saying he knew of no other nation where freedom of thought and expression was as restricted.  Explain.  What similar problems have we had in this area since the attack on the World Trade Center?

Part 3:  The Idea of Rights in the United States

1. According to de Tocqueville, what dangers lie in giving a people political rights who have not had them before?

2. Explain the difference between liberty and despotism.
Part 4:  Respect for the Law in the United States

1. What according to de Tocqueville encourages Americans to follow the laws?
Part 5:  Activity That Pervades All Parts of the Body Politic in the United States

1. How does political liberty contribute to prosperity?

2. What does de Tocqueville say “may be the greatest advantage of democracy”?  Explain his statement.

Part II.  Formation of a Quick-List of Important Political Figures

1. Go to the class website and choose the link for the Alabama Legislature
2. Choose the House link and then choose to locate your representatives by District.

      Identify the following legislators:
House District 62 
House District 63

House District 70

House District 72

3. Go back to the Alabama Legislature page and choose the Senate.

Identify the following senators:

Senate District 21

Senate District 24

4. Go to the website http://www.vote-smart.org/ce/states/AL
Identify the following officals:
Lieutenant Governor

Attorney General

Governor

Chief Justice of the Alabama Supreme Court

United States Congress
1. Go to the class website and choose the link for United States Congress
2. Choose House of Representatives and then House Leadership
Identify the following:
House Leadership:  Speaker of the House, Majority Leader, Minority Leader, Majority and Minority Whips

3. Go back to the House of Representatives page and choose Senate

4. Scroll down the page and choose Senate Leadership
Identify the following:

Senate Leadership:  Senate Pro tempore, Majority Leader, Minority Leader, Majority Whip, Minority Whip
U.S. Senators (2)

U.S. House District 6

U.S. House District 7
Executive Branch
1. Go to the class website and choose the link for the Executive Branch
2. Choose the link for the White House 

3. Scroll to the bottom of the page and choose the link for Your Government.

Identify the following:
President

Vice-President

Cabinet Members including the following heads of independent agencies – Environmental Protection Agency, Office of Homeland Security, and the President’s Chief of Staff
Judicial Branch
1. Go to the class website and choose Unites States Supreme Court
2. Select the link, About the Supreme Court
Identify the following:

Chief Justice of the Supreme Court

Associate Justices

