Textbook Questions

Chapters 7,8,9,10

Wilson Text

Chapter 7

1. Explain how U.S. political parties differ from those of other Western nations.  Discuss the major causes of these differences.

2. List and explain the five kinds of party organization described in the text and give examples of each.

3. List and discuss the distinctive features of political parties in each of the four different periods in history.

4. How do the structures of the Democratic and Republican parties differ?

Chapter 8

5. What factors have combined to make today’s political campaigns as personal and 

individual as they have become?

6.  Compare and contrast some of the considerations involved in planning and running congressional as opposed to presidential campaigns.

7. What rules govern how presidential candidates for the major parties raise money in both the primaries and general elections?

8. Discuss how different types of candidates are helped or hindered by current campaign finance law and speculate on whether these effects are accidental or intended.

9. Discuss what is meant by a realigning election and explain why you believe any recent presidential election has or has not been a realigning one.  

Chapter 9
10. Explain why interest groups are so numerous in the United States.

11. List and discuss the factors that have led to the development of interest groups at different times in our history.

12. Distinguish between the two kinds of interest groups.

13. What are the major activities engaged in by interest groups to influence policy?

Chapter 10

14. Compare freedom of the press in the United States with that of Great Britain and France.

15. List and briefly explain the four periods of journalistic history in the United States.

16.   Discuss the influence on politics that the national media can have as gatekeepers, scorekeepers, and as watchdogs.  Define and give an example of each.

