
THE MEDIA AND CONGRESS

Congress and the Media, Timothy E. Cook

1. Does the media’s role in the legislative process and in congressional elections add to or detract from the democratic process?  Discuss the positives and negatives of the issue.

Federalist 53,56,58,62,63, James Madison

1. How does the author of The Federalist, explain the different terms of office for the House and the Senate?

2. According to the theory of The Federalist, how does the Constitution bring about a system of checks and balances between the House and the Senate?

3. Why does The Federalist proclaim that is necessary to have an internal check within the legislature itself?

4. What are the primary functions of the legislature to be according to The Federalist?
If, as Ralph Nader Says, Congress is “The Broken Branch,” How Come We Love Our Congressmen So Much?, Richard Fenno

1. Explain Fenno’s thesis that individual congressmen may be loved while the institution of Congress lacks respect.  

2. How does the behavior of members of Congress tend to fortify their popularity at the expense the institution of Congress?

Congress:  The Electoral Connection, David Mayhew

1. Define and give an example of advertising as Mayhew describes it.

2. Define and give examples of credit claiming.

3. Define and give examples of position-taking.

Congress-Bashing for Beginners, Nelson Polsby

1. Is Congress “bashed” more than the President?  More than the Supreme Court?

