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COURSE DESCRIPTION:

 
Psychology is a social science whose foundations lie in both philosophy and science.  It is the scientific study of human and animal behavior.  This course emphasizes the study of internal and external reactions to the environment and attempts to explain why these reactions or behaviors occur.  Course objectives are derived from the National Standards for the Teaching of High School Psychology, published by the American Psychological Association, 1998.  Course objectives do not correspond to the Social Studies section of the Alabama High School Graduation Exam, however where applicable the objectives will reflect Reading and some Science objectives. The overall goal of the course is a better understanding of the sources of human behavior and of mental illness.  Activities emphasize active student participation in the interpretation of behavior.  

COURSE EXPECTATIONS

· A positive attitude in an atmosphere of mutual respect is expected at all times in this class.  Class content may include activities that necessitate participation of an honest and forthright nature and disrespect from others will not be considered acceptable behavior.
· Students are expected to comply with all policies of the Tuscaloosa County Board of Education regarding tardies, make-up work, standards of behavior etc.

· Attendance is required to successfully complete this course because a portion of the material will extend beyond the scope of the text and will only be covered in class.
· Students should come to class prepared to work, bringing all necessary materials (textbook, paper, writing utensil, etc.) to every class session.

· Students will be required to read assigned pages in the textbook as well as supplemental readings provided by the instructor.  
· Students will be expected to engage in meaningful writing relating to psychological issues studied.
· Any work missed due to an excused absence may be made up within the guidelines of the Student Handbook.  It is the student’s responsibility to contact the instructor within the prescribed time frame allotted for make- up work.

· Students are required to attend class prepared to participate in discussions. 

· Students should keep a notebook or binder containing class notes.  This is especially important, as we will be using a variety of sources for discussion purposes.  Much of the material that will be tested will be presented in class and thorough note-taking is vitally important.

· Turn in all assignments on the due date.  Failure to do so will result in a 50% deduction of points available for that assignment, if turned in on the next day following the due date.  Assignments turned in more than one day late will receive no credit.

· Students will be expected to complete approximately one group project/presentation each six weeks.  This will require some outside preparation and each student will be expected to contribute to the project.  Group presentation grades will be based on a dual grading system that consists of a base grade earned on the presentation and an individual grade determined by other group members.  These peer evaluations will be based on individual contribution and cooperation in the completion of the project.

GRADING POLICY

The final grade for each grading period will be based on various methods of assessment.  These include but are not limited to tests, homework assignments, projects, fieldwork, essays, quizzes (announced and unannounced), and class participation.  The required comprehensive six weeks assessment will be weighted no less than 10% and no more than 20% of the six weeks average.  The final course grade will be determined by averaging the three six weeks grades.

1. Grades will be based on a point system with tests weighted slightly more heavily than daily work.  The percentage weights are as follows:
  Tests      60%

                                   
Quizzes and daily work       20%




    Six Weeks Test/Project   20%







 100%

2.    Project/Presentations will either be averaged as tests or will be considered the six weeks test.
3. Quizzes on previous material will be part of the daily average along with assigned homework and activity grades. 

4. Class participation and attendance are important and are important in determining the daily average.  We will do presentations and projects of a cooperative nature and grading of these will consist of a group and an individual grade.  The individual grade is determined in part from peer assessment. 

5. Written assignments are graded on content, grammar, and neatness (particularly if this is an obvious problem)

MAKE-UP WORK

1. Make up tests will be given on Wednesday afternoons at 3:25 p.m.   Other arrangements can be made in some circumstances.  The student is responsible for making and keeping an appointment to take missed tests.  Once the arrangements are made, failure to return the work on time will result in no credit for the work.  

2. It is the student’s responsibility to check for missed assignments.  Please check for missed assignments on your first day back from an absence.  

3. Classes missed due to school related functions are at the student’s discretion, however, all work must be completed on return to class.  If problems develop as a result of excessive absences, participation in future activities may be jeopardized. 

4. Classroom activities grades will be made up with short-term research and writing.  Students will be responsible for collaborating with the teacher to determine the topic most relevant to the missed activity.
TESTS

Tests will consist of any of the following formats with particular emphasis on the formats employed by the Graduation Exam and Stanford Achievement Test: Multiple Choice, Matching , Short answer, Fill in the blank, True and False, and/or Essay

ESSENTIAL FUNCTIONS

Each student must demonstrate the ability to function at a minimum of ninth grade level in the following areas:

· Read and comprehend text and supplemental readings, some of which will be at higher reading levels

· Communicate in written and oral forms using standard grammar, sentence and paragraph structure

· Understand and respond accurately to higher order questions

· Take accurate and useful notes

· Work effectively and productively in groups

· Conduct research and present data gathered in cooperative groups for assessment purposes

· Complete diverse types of questions used for assessment including multiple choice, short answer, essay, and matching

Successful completion of this course is dependent upon student utilization of these skills in analyzing and evaluating psychological issues studied.

TEXTBOOKS AND RESOURCES

Text: Introduction to Pychology, Nextext coursebook, McDougal Littell, 2001

The course will include supplemental reading from primary and secondary sources.  These may include magazines,  newspapers, journals, videos, and any other materials that will aid in student understanding of the course.

CLASS WEBSITE

A class website is available on the internet that provides outlines of materials covered in class and links to other reference sites as well as announcements of important dates and events.  This is accessible from any internet-connected computer.  Students who do not have internet access at home may access the site either from our classroom or the Hillcrest High library.   You may also access the classroom web site from the school web site at http://www.hillcresthigh.net .

The address of the site is:  http://www.geocities.com/sbgaddy
Course Outline

First Six Weeks

· Introduction to Psychology and Research Methods

· The Biological Basis of Behavior

· Sensation and Perception

· Lifespan Development (Prenatal through Old Age)

Second Six Weeks

· Motivation and Emotion

· States of Consciousness

· Learning

· Thinking and Language Development

· Individual Differences and Assessment

Third Six Weeks

· Social Psychology (Attitudes and Beliefs, Conformity, Obedience, Altruism, Aggression)

· Personality and Assessment of Personality

· Psychological Disorders

· Treatment of Psychological Disorders                                                                                     

TEACHER:  Mrs. Scarlett Gaddy

PREPARATION PERIOD:  Second Block

E-mail address: Scarlett.Gaddy.HCHS@tcss.net
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