Outline Notes:  Federalism

I. Federal v. Unitary Governments

a. definitions – 

federalism – 
unitary government – all power resides in the central government which may be an executive or a legislative based government.

  Ex. Great Britain – legislative,  Iraq – executive based

b.  Why is Federalism Chosen by Nations?


1.  There are only eleven countries with federal systems. 
2.  All three North American nations have federal systems, but the trend

       does not continue in South America where only two nations have 

       federal systems.  
3. Countries large in size tend to have federal systems which decentralize 

       the administration of governmental services.  Size does not, however, 

      dictate whether the nation will have a federal system.  Exceptions 

      include China and Indonesia- two large countries – have unitary 

      systems, and Switzerland and Malaysia, generally small countries, 

      have federal systems.

4. Diversity may also play a role – nations that have large minority ethnic groups that often speak separate languages and practice separate religions have federal systems.  It does not, however, absolutely determine the outcome as many other nations that are diverse have unitary systems.

5. Most federal systems are democracies, although not all democracies have federal systems.  Authoritarian regimes do not want power to be dispersed away from the central government.  
The following nations have federal systems:  Argentina, Australia, Austria, Brazil, Canada, Germany, India, Malaysia, Mexico, United States

b.  Why is Federalism So Important?

1.  Federalism in America decentralizes our politics.  Senators are elected 

to represent specific states, not the entire nation.  



2.  With more layers of government, more opportunities exist for political

participation.  More people wield power and there is more access 
to government officials, so that every citizen can have some input 

into policy making if they choose.



3.  Federalism enhances judicial power – dispersing power between the 

states and the National Government necessitates a judiciary to 

mediate disputes.



4.  Federalism allows states to be policy innovators.  
c.  exclusive v. concurrent powers- 


1.  exclusive -


2.  concurrent- 

d.  delegated powers are powers that the Constitution specifically grants to the 

     National Government.


Three Kinds of delegated powers:

expressed

implied

inherent

e. States’ powers – are reserved powers not already given to the National Government and not listed as powers the states may have.

1. Article X. – Constitution -

2.  examples of reserved powers:  States may decide how old people must be to drive or get married.

f.   Supreme Court’s powers – mainly to settle disputes between the state and 
federal governments and to act as the government’s umpire.  Also 

determines constitutionality of national and state laws.
II. The National Government and the 50 States

a. Article IV lists the ways the National Government must help the States.  

The Nation’s duties include:

1.  

2.  

3.  

Steps in Becoming a State
President Signs

▲

Congress Passes Act of Admission

▲

Residents Approve Constitution

▲

Residents Write Constitution

▲

Congress Passes Enabling Act

▲

Residents Petition Congress for Admission

▲

Residents Approve The Idea of Becoming a State

                  b.  Cooperative Federalism – rests on several standard operating procedures 

including – shared costs (Washington foots part of the bill and state or 

local governments the rest, federal guidelines ( most federal money comes 

with strings attached) and shared adminstration ( state and local officials 

implement the federal policies)

1. categorical grants – account for nearly 90% of all federal aid; can be used only for specific purposes, usually come with lots of strings attached and sometimes with mandates ( conditions of aid – government orders that must be met in order to receive the money) 
Two types of categorical grants –  formula and project

Formula grants -

Project grants -

2. block grants – have fewer restrictions, given to states or communities in big chunks of money and the states and communities spend as they wish.  Usually used to support broad public programs like public assistance to the poor.

3. revenue-sharing – first proposed by economists in the Johnson adminsitration, favorite of the Nixon administration.  Virtually no strings attached; never amounted to more than 2% of all state and local revenues and today are very seldom applied.
III. Interstate Relations 

a. States may not make treaties with one another, however they may, with permission of Congress make interstate compacts or agreements between states to solve problems they share.  Ex.  Alabama, Georgia, Florida and the watershed issue

b. Full Faith and Credit between states – 

c. Interstate citizenship –

d. extradition – 

e. Diversity In Public Policy Among the States – there is great diversity of policy among the states.  Each state makes laws to govern its residents and these are by no means uniform.  For example, see the table below:
State Death Penalty Laws (Prisoners Executed by System 1999)
	

State
	Number Executed
	On Death Row in 1999
	Method of Execution
	Minimum Age Authorized for Execution

	Alabama
	2
	180
	Electrocution
	16

	Alaska
	0
	0
	No Death Penalty
	None

	Arizona
	7
	116
	Gas; injection
	None

	Arkansas
	4
	40
	Electrocution; injection
	14

	California 
	2
	553
	Gas; injection
	18

	Colorado
	0
	4
	Injection
	18

	Connecticut
	0
	6
	Injection
	18

	Delaware
	2
	17
	Injection, hanging
	16

	District of Columbia
	0
	0
	No Death Penalty Statute
	None

	Federal System
	0
	19
	Injection
	18

	Florida
	1
	365
	Electrocution
	16

	Georgia
	1
	116
	Electrocution
	17

	Hawaii
	0
	0
	No Death Penalty Statute
	None

	Idaho
	0
	21
	Injection, firing squad
	None

	Illinois
	1
	156
	Injection
	18

	Indiana
	1
	43
	Injection
	16

	Iowa
	0
	0
	No Death Penalty Statute
	None

	Kansas
	0
	3
	Injection
	18

	Kentucky
	1
	39
	Electrocution, injection
	16

	Louisiana
	1
	85
	Injection
	None

	Maine
	0
	0
	No Death Penalty Statute
	None

	Maryland
	1
	17
	Injection
	18

	Massachusetts
	0
	0
	No Death Penalty Statute
	None

	Michigan
	0
	0
	No Death Penalty Statute
	None

	Minnesota
	0
	0
	No Death Penalty Statute
	None

	Mississippi
	0
	60
	Injection
	16

	Missouri
	9
	83
	Gas, injection
	16

	Montana
	1
	6
	Injection
	None

	Nebraska
	0
	9
	Electrocution
	18

	Nevada
	1
	86
	Injection
	16

	New Hampshire
	0
	0
	Hanging, injection
	17

	New Jersey
	0
	14
	Injection
	18

	New Mexico
	0
	4
	Injection
	18

	New York
	0
	5
	Injection
	18

	North Carolina
	4
	202
	Injection
	17

	North Dakota
	0
	0
	No Death Penalty Statute
	None

	Ohio
	1
	199
	Electrocution, injection
	18

	Oklahoma
	6
	139
	Injection
	16

	Oregon
	0
	25
	Injection
	18

	Pennsylvania
	1
	230
	Injection
	None

	Rhode Island
	0
	0
	No Death Penalty Statute
	None

	South Carolina
	4
	65
	Electrocution, injection
	None

	South Dakota
	0
	3
	Injection
	None

	Tennessee
	0
	100
	Electrocution, injection
	18

	Texas
	35
	460
	Injection
	17

	Utah
	1
	10
	Firing squad, injection
	None

	Vermont
	0
	0
	No Death Penalty Statute
	None

	Virginia
	14
	31
	Electrocution, injection
	14

	Washington
	1
	13
	Hanging, injection
	18

	West Virginia
	0
	0
	No Death Penalty Statute
	None

	Wisconsin
	0
	0
	No Death Penalty Statute
	None

	Wyoming
	0
	2
	Gas, injection
	14

	Total U. S.  
	98
	3,527
	
	


The Division of Powers

	Powers Granted

	National Government  
	Concurrent Powers
	State Governments

	Delegated Powers of the National Government

Regulate interstate and foreign trade

Borrow and coin money

Declare war and make peace

To provide an army and navy

To establish courts inferior to the Supreme Court

To make laws necessary and proper to carry out the foregoing powers.


	Collect taxes

Borrow money

Make and enforce laws

To charter banks and corporations

To spend money for the general welfare

To take private property for public purposes with just compensation.
	Reserved Powers of the States

Establish local governments

Conduct elections

Set up public schools

Ratify amendments to the Constitution

To take measures to ensure public health, safety, and morals



	Powers Denied Both National and State Governments

	Powers Denied the National Government
	Powers Denied Both
	Powers Denied the States

	Tax exports
Abridge or do away with the Bill of Rights

To change state boundaries
	Deny citizens due process of law
Grant titles of nobility

To permit slavery (13th Amendment.)

To deny citizens the right to vote because of race, color, or previous servitude ( 15th Amendment

To deny citizens the right to vote because of gender 

( 19th Amendment)
	Coin money
Make treaties

Tax imports or exports
















