Lanahan Questions 

Political Parties, Elections, Interest Groups, The Media

Walter Dean Burnham, From Critical Elections and the Mainsprings of American Politics

1. According to Walter Dean Burnham, what are the characteristics of a critical realignment?

2. What is a maintaining election?  A deviating election?

3. Which elections in American history were “critical” or “realigning” elections?  

4. How predictable are critical realignments?  Explain.

Larry Sabato, From Feeding Frenzy

1. What does Sabato mean when he describes the media’s attitude toward candidates as a feeding frenzy?

2. Which events began the media’s emphasis on investigative reporting? Explain fully.

3. What examples of “feeding frenzies” does Sabato provide?  Why do they qualify as feeding frenzies?

4. What effect does the “feeding frenzy” have on potential candidates for office?

Howard Kurtz, From Spin Cycle

1. What does Howard Kurtz mean by “spin”?

2. What examples of spin from the Clinton years does Kurtz provide?

3. Whom does Kurtz cite as the person at the center of the Clinton Administration’s “spin” strategy?

4. How do presidential administrations distract reporters from asking questions about an embarrassing topic?

