Internet Assignment 

AP Government

Political Socialization, Participation, Public Opinion
I. Interpret the following polls.  Remember the characteristics to look for in the polls.  DO NOT simply list the returns.  You have to explain what the numbers mean…not just what they report.

a. Go to the site:  http://www.pollingreport.com/election.htm .

b. Analyze the first poll – The Los Angeles Times 2000 Election Exit Poll.

1. What is the margin of error of the poll?  What is the general rule regarding the margin of error in polls?  What kinds of clues should you look for in a poll?

2. List and explain at LEAST four different areas of difference/similarities in the results.  For example differences/similarities in the choice for president  in the following areas:  gender, socioeconomic status, age, religion, region, or race. 

3. Remember, this is not a one sentence analysis of the results.  It is similar to the type you might face on the AP test and could be similar to  one of the 25 minute free-response questions.

II. Political Socialization
1. Go to the class website http://www.geocities.com/sbgaddy/apgov  and the links provided and choose Key Findings on Voting and Political Engagement and Impacts and Opportunities Presented by Parental Political Socialization.
2. Complete the following essay using the textbook and the reading listed above.
Discuss the political socialization process including the following factors:

· Agents of socialization (most – least important)

· The Impact of Parental Political Socialization (current trends – what effect will they have on future participation?)

