CHAPTERS 4,5,6

TEXTBOOK QUESTIONS

CHAPTER 4

1. Explain the term political culture.  Why is it important to examine political culture as well as political institutions and laws to understand a political system?

2. List the various sources of American political culture discussed in the text and comment on the relative importance of each.

3. Discuss some of the significant changes in Americans’ trust in government during the past generation.  Comment on the future direction this evolution will probably take.

4. The American political culture centers on the values of liberty and equality, yet these values have different meanings in the political and economic systems.  Explain how liberty and equality are defined both politically and economically.

5. The American political culture emphasizes the importance of civic duty.  This belief has no validity unless political efficacy exists in reality.  Discuss the degree to which the American public possesses a sense of political efficacy.  Is the cultural values of civic duty legitimately realized in the opinion of the public?

CHAPTER 5

6. Outline the evolution of the terms liberal and conservative from nineteenth-century Europe to the United States in the 1980’s.  List and explain the various categories in which a liberal/conservative division is clear in politics today.

7. Define the terms liberal, conservative, libertarian, and populist.  

8. The text examines both the formation of and cleavages in political attitudes.  Discuss how the factors accounting for the formation of political attitudes also contribute to the cleavages that have developed in public opinion.

9. The text provides evidence that casts the capabilities of the average citizen in a negative light:  ignorance of specific issues, inconsistent political ideologies, opinions influenced by elites, government designed not to respond automatically to the people.  Present arguments why public opinion should matter at all in the formation of pubic policy.  (in other words, reply to the criticisms degrading he people’s capabilities)

CHAPTER 6

10. Discuss how increasing federal control over registration and election rules has led to the enfranchisement of more groups of voters.

11. Review and comment on the debate over why U.S. election turnout in the twentieth century has been very low.

12. List and describe the characteristics of the six categories of political participation devised by Verba and Nie.  

13. The text argues that the methods used to compare voter turnout rates between the United States and Europe are misleading.  Present four arguments that demonstrate the flaws in this comparison.

WOLL READER QUESTIONS

CHAPTER 4,5,6

E. E. Schattschneider, Party Government
1. In what ways does Schattschneider describe the Constitution as pro-party and anti-party?  

2. Describe Schattschneider’s “law of the imperfect political mobilization of 

interests”.  

3. To what extent do you feel the operation of the law of the imperfect mobilization of political interest protects the system against domination by interest groups?

Are what Schattschneider calls “the raw materials of politics”  a more effective check upon “faction” than formal constitutional devices?

David Mayhew, Divided We Govern

4. Discuss the five central claims supporting Mayhew’s thesis that divided government produced by the separation of powers works as well as the unified government many critics favor.  

Bernard Berelson, et. al., Democratic Theory and Practice
5. What are the classical requirements for the democratic citizen, as outlined by Berelson?

6. How do the requirements for the system differ from the requirements for the individual in the democratic process?

V.O. Key, Jr. , The Responsible Electorate
7. Why does V.O. Key, Jr. argue that the “voice of the people is but an echo”?

8. According to V.O. Key, Jr., what were the conclusions from the voting study literature about why people vote as they do?

9. What is the importance of theories about how voters behave?

10. What is V.O. Key, Jr.’s, “perverse and unorthodox argument”?

V.O. Key, Jr., Theory of Critical Elections
11. How does Key define a “critical election”?

12. Was the election of 1968 critical in Key’s terms?

Elections of 1972, 1976, 1980,1984,1988,1992,1996?

James Madison, Federalist 10
13. What, according to Madison, is the principle cause of faction in society and do you feel that his view accurately reflected his own times?  What about the present?

14. How does Madison propose to deal with the problem of faction?

15. What other constitutional devices besides those mentioned by Madison tend to prevent the control of government by a faction?

16. What are the implications of Madison’s theory for political parties and interest groups within our own political system?

