CHAPTER 10 TEXTBOOK QUESTIONS:  THE MEDIA

1. Compare freedom of the press in the United States with that in other nations generally, and particularly with that in France and Great Britain.

2. List and briefly explain the four periods of journalistic history in the United States.

3. Discuss the influence on politics that the national media can have as gatekeepers, as scorekeepers, and as watchdogs.  Be sure to define and give an example of each of these terms.

4. Compare and contrast routine, selected, and insider stories, noting the possible problems of reporter and source bias in each type of story.

5. The print and broadcast media play different roles in politics.  Compare how these two forms of media interact with politics in substantially different ways.

6. Argue that the influence of politics and the government on the media is greater than the reverse.  Does one type of media (broadcast or newspaper) have an advantage in its relationship to the political process?  Examine the advantages of each in forming a conclusion.

CHAPTER 11 TEXTBOOK QUESTIONS:  CONGRESS

1. Discuss four of the stages in the legislative process at which a bill can be delayed or killed.
2. Discuss 3 factors suggesting that members of Congress tend to be preoccupied with 

    re-election rather than with legislative deliberation. Do you think they should be so 

    concerned?

3. The text concludes that the trend historically has been toward the decentralization of 

    power in Congress. Discuss how Congress has become more individualistic.

4. Advocates of a parliamentary system argue that Congress is inefficient, moves slowly, and 

    develops policies laced with compromises. What evidence exists to support this negative 

    evaluation? Your answer should discuss the intentions of the Founders, the influence of 

    the electoral system, the power of congressional leaders, the role of political parties, and 

    the impact of the legislative process.

5. A democratic government is based on the idea that the will of the people prevails. Does 

    Congress act this way? In answering, consider elections to Congress, how Congress 

    operates, and the factors that influence the voting behavior of members.   

CHAPTER 12 TEXTBOOK QUESTIONS:  THE PRESIDENCY

1. Discuss the concerns that the Framers had about the presidency.

2. Discuss the concept of the presidential power to persuade.  What are it’s limitations?

3. List some of the aspects of presidential character of any three presidents from Eisenhower to Regan.  Discuss how these personality traits had an effect on the administration of each.

4. Explain the presidential power of veto and how it can be used.  Discuss whether the president should have line-item veto.

