Advanced Placement (AP) American Government Test
	· SOUND ADVICE 

· Familiarize yourself with the different types of questions that will appear on the multiple-choice section.  

· Tailor your studying to suit the test's emphases. Don't spend a lot of time studying civil rights and civil liberties until you have completely reviewed the workings of the federal government and the basics of political behavior.  

· Rest assured that the AP U .S. Government and Politics exam tests a relatively small amount of information. Be confident: You can review this material fairly quickly and get a good grade on this exam.  

· Remember also, that most of the questions on this exam are of medium difficulty. The test does not bother with trivial matters or minute exceptions to general trends. The test writers want to know that you understand the general principles underlying American government.-  

· Use process of elimination on all but the easiest questions. Once you have worked on a question, eliminated some answers, and convinced yourself that you cannot eliminate any other incorrect answers, you should guess and move on to the next question.  

· Use common sense.  


THE GUESSING PENALTY AND PROCESS OF ELIMINATION  

Were you surprised by the suggestion that you should guess? Lots of students think that they should never guess on an exam. But even the College Board will tell you that's not true. This passage appears on the first page of the AP U .S. Government and Politics exam:  

Many candidates wonder whether or not to guess the answers to questions about which they are not certain. In this section of the examination, as a correction for haphazard guessing, one-fourth of the number of questions you answer incorrectly will be subtracted from the number of questions you answer correctly. It is improbable, therefore, that mere guessing will improve your score significantly; it may even lower your score, and it does take time. If, however, you are not sure of the best answer but have some knowledge of the questions and are able to eliminate one or more answer choices as wrong, your chance of getting the right answer is improved, and it may be to your advantage to answer such a question.  

The only thing wrong with this advice is that it understates the value of guessing once you have eliminated one or more answer choices. Statistically speaking, guessing after you have eliminated one or more incorrect answer choices will improve your final score on the multiple-choice section. Here's why: Suppose you guess randomly on five questions. Probability tells you that you should get one correct and four incorrect. Your raw score for those five questions would be + 1 for the correct answer and -4 ( 1/4 ) = -1 for your four incorrect answers. Your guesses would net exactly 0 points.  
That's the exact same score you would have received if you had skipped all five questions! There is, then, no guessing penalty. Random guesses cancel each other out, unless you are either very lucky or very unlucky.  

You will rarely be faced with a question on which you can't eliminate at least one of the answer choices. In many cases, you will be able to eliminate two or even three incorrect answers. Whenever you get this far but can get no further, you must guess from among the remaining answer choices.  

Consider this scenario: Billy and Cal are both taking the AP U.S. Government and Politics exam. Each one knows the answers to thirty-six of the sixty multiple-choice questions. Each of them has time to look at most of the other questions -- let's say eighteen of the remaining twenty-four -- and in each case, each could eliminate two incorrect answers but could go no further. Billy doesn't guess on those eighteen questions, and he ends up with a raw score of thirty-six. He's right on pace for a final score of three. Cal, on the other hand, guesses on all eighteen. Because he is guessing from among three answer choices, he will likely get one out of every three correct. He winds up with +6 for his correct answers and -12 ( 1/4 ) = -3 for his incorrect answers. Cal's raw score of 39 gives him a boost toward the final score of "4" that he is shooting for.  

Had Billy and Cal been able to eliminate three answer choices on each of the eighteen questions, the results would have been even more dramatic. Billy, who didn't guess, would have gotten that same raw score, 36. Cal, however, would have gotten nine of the eighteen correct for a +9, while losing only -9 ( 1/4 ) = -2 1/4 for his incorrect answers. His final raw score of 42.75 would have sent him well on his way to that 4.  

Does that mean you should take a guess on every question on the test? No. Because you have only a limited amount of time to spend on the multiple-choice section, you have to maximize that time.  

The first thing you want to do is make sure you've answered every question to which you know the answer. Only then do you want to guess on questions to which you don't know the answer. However, once you have worked on a question, eliminated some answers, and convinced yourself that you cannot eliminate any other incorrect answers, you should guess and move on to the next question.  

If it seems that we are focusing more on eliminating incorrect answers than on finding the correct answers, it is because that is the most efficient way to take a multiple-choice exam. Use process of elimination to whittle down the answer choices to one on all but the easiest questions (on easy questions, the correct answer will be obvious), because incorrect answers are much easier to identify than the correct one is. When people look for the correct answer among the answer choices, they have a tendency to try to justify how each answer might be correct. They'll adopt a forgiving attitude in a situation in which savage brutality is rewarded. Don't fall into this trap. Eliminate incorrect answers. Terminate them with extreme prejudice. If you've done your job well, only the correct answer will be left standing at the end.  

All this probably sounds pretty aggressive and high-testosterone to you. It is. The main reason men score higher than women on standardized, multiple choice tests is that they take them more aggressively. They sift through the answer choices, they discard incorrect answers without remorse, they guess with impunity, and they prowl the test searching for questions they can answer, all with the tenacity and ruthlessness of a shark. Okay, maybe that overstates the case a little, but you get the point. This test rewards male pattern test-taking. So, whether you're male or female, eliminate as many answers as you can. Guess anytime you don't know the answer but can eliminate at least one answer choice.  
  
  
 



 
