	Advanced Placement (AP) American Government Review
BASIC IDEAS OF THE CONSTITUTION 
The U.S. Constitution defines and limits the powers of the national government. It also defines the relationship between the national government and state governments. Finally, it guarantees basic rights to citizens of the United States.  

FEDERALISM  
Central to the Constitution is the idea that the United States government is a federal government. The term federalism describes a system of government under which the national governments and local governments (state governments, in the case of the United States) share powers. Other federal governments include Canada, Switzerland, and Australia. In comparison, a centralist government is one in which the national government maintains all power. Both Great Britain and France have centralized governments. 

Under federalism, some government powers belong exclusively to the national government, some exclusively to the states, and some are shared by the two. Those powers that belong to the national government only are called delegated or enumerated powers. Among them are: 

· printing money 

· regulating interstate and international trade 

· making treaties and conducting foreign policy  

· declaring war  

Powers that belong exclusively to the states are called reserved powers. According to the Tenth  Amendment, these powers include any that the Constitution does not either specifically grant the national government nor deny the state governments. These powers are not listed in the Constitution; in fact, they are comprised of all powers not mentioned in the Constitution. They include:  

· the power to issue licenses  

· the regulation of intrastate businesses  

Some powers are shared by the federal and state governments. These are called concurrent powers. Among them are the power to:  

· collect taxes  

· build roads  

· operate courts of law  

· borrow money  


The Constitution specifies which powers are denied to the national government and which powers are denied to the states. Those powers are listed in the chart below:  
  
  

Powers denied the federal government 
  

· Suspension of the writ of habeas corpus, except in times of national crisis  

· Passage of ex post facto (retroactive) laws or issuance of Bills of Attainder (which declare an individual guilty of a capital offense without a trail) 

· Imposition of export taxes 

· Use of money from the treasury without the passage and approval of an appropriations bill  

· Granting titles of nobility  

Powers denied the state government  
  

· Entrance into treaties with foreign countries 

· Declarations of war  

· Maintenance of a standing army  

· Printing money  

· Passage of ex post facto (retroactive) laws or issuance of Bills of Attainder (which declare an individual guilty of a capital offense without a trail) 

· Granting titles of nobility  

· Imposition of import or export duties  
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	· The cabinet. The president's Cabinet is a group of advisors made up of the heads of the various executive departments of the government. The Constitution mentions the executive departments, but does not require the president to meet with them as a group to seek their advice. President Washington established the tradition and every president since has followed it. 

· Until the Twenty-second Amendment was ratified, the two-term limit on the presidency was also a part of the unwritten Constitution. Franklin D. Roosevelt broke that tradition (because the country was about to enter World War II), and soon after his death the Twenty-second Amendment was proposed to ensure that no other president could do so. 

STATE AND LOCAL GOVERNMENTS 

The Constitution does not stipulate the form state governments must take. The states are instead free to form whatever governments they choose, provided that the government is defined by a state constitution and that constitution is approved by Congress. However, most state governments are structured after the federal government. 

All states have an executive branch led by a governor, whose duties to the state are similar to the president's duties to the nation. Governors direct state executive agencies, which oversee such areas as education, roads, and policing. They command the state National Guard and may grant pardons and reprieves. Most have the power to appoint state judges, with the "advice and consent" of one of the state's legislative bodies. Governors have veto power over acts of the state legislature. 

All states but one have bicameral legislatures modeled after the House of Representatives and the Senate. (Nebraska has a unicameral legislature.) In the same way that Congress enacts federal law, the state legislatures enact state law. The legislatures have the power to override the governor's veto (also called a gubernatorial veto; the word gubernatorial means relating to the governor.) 

All states also have state judiciaries to interpret state law. These judicial systems consist of trial courts and appeals courts, as does the federal judiciary. They hear both criminal cases (in which an individual is accused of a crime) and civil cases (in which disputing parties can sue to receive compensation). 

Local governments-that is, governments on the city, town, and county levels-are somewhat more varied than are state governments. There are over 86,000 local governments in the United States. Most have executive, legislative, and judicial branches whose actions must comply with state and (when applicable) federal law. 

State and local governments raise revenues through taxes. Both may impose income taxes, although not all do. Property taxes generate a large portion of state revenues, as do taxes on local businesses; states must be careful about tax rates, however, since businesses may relocate when tax rates increase. Many states sponsor lotteries to increase revenues. States also receive federal funds through block grants (money given to the states to achieve a federal goal) and revenue sharing (federal money granted to the states for general purposes). 

Thank you and good luck!

	


