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COURSE DESCRIPTION

The Advanced Placement Government & Economics course provides students an analytical perspective on government and politics and the economic system in the United States.  The Advanced Placement exam requires familiarity with the institutions, groups, beliefs and ideas that constitute U.S. politics.  The purpose of the Economics course is to insure that students gain a thorough understanding of how the United States economy functions and to enable them to anticipate economic policy decisions and problems that will emerge in their future.

Essential Functions

Each student must demonstrate the ability to function at a college level in the following  areas:

· Read and comprehend text and supplemental readings at a college level

· Communicate (in writing  and orally) using  standard grammar, sentence and paragraph structure

· Understand and respond accurately to higher order questions

· Take accurate and useful notes

· Work effectively and productively in groups

· Conduct research and present data gathered in cooperative groups for assessment purposes

· Complete diverse types of questions used for assessment with emphasis on multiple choice, short answer, and essay questions.
· A positive attitude and an atmosphere of mutual respect is expected at all times in this class.  Class content may include activities that necessitate participation of an honest and forthright nature and disrespect from others will not be considered acceptable behavior
COURSE REQUIREMENTS

1. Students are required to attend class prepared to participate in discussions.  The course is discussion-based and is designed to promote analytical study of issues.  Advanced Placement Government & Economics will require extra effort on the student’s part to complete out of class reading and class assignments. 

2. Keep a notebook containing class notes, study questions, and handouts.

3. Essay writing will be emphasized in the course.  

4. Turn in all assignments on the due date.  Failure to do so will result in a 50% deduction of points available on that assignment

ATTENDANCE

Attendance is vitally important in any Advanced Placement class.  Students who miss class often will find that they have difficulty keeping up and will see this reflected in their grades.  Students who are absent for school-sponsored functions are responsible for material covered and work done in their absence.  Make-up of work completed in class on days a student has an unexcused absence will not be allowed.    Any work missed due to an excused absence may be made up within the guidelines of the Code of Conduct Handbook.

MAKE-UP POLICY

1. School policy requires make-up tests to be taken within one week of the original test date.  This also applies to other assignments.  

2. It is the student’s responsibility to check for missed assignments.  Ask about missed assignments on the first day back following the absence.  

3. Make-up tests will be given on Wednesdays at 3:25 p.m.  Other arrangements can be made if necessary.  (NOTE:  Taking a missed exam during class time is not a sound policy and will only be considered as a last resort.)

EVALUATION

Grades will be based on a point system with the following assigned weights:



Chapter tests……………………………60%



Essays and other assigned work……….20%

                          Six Weeks Test…………………………..20% 
                                                                                             100%

The semester average will be determined by averaging the three six weeks grades.

Tests will consist of questions based on the Advanced Placement format and will include the following types of questions:

1. multiple choice

2. short answer analysis

3. essay/free response

In addition to regularly scheduled tests, there will be quizzes on class notes and readings on random days during the week, with approximately two to three quizzes each week.  These are general in nature and are designed to provide some embedded extra credit for those students who routinely struggle on larger tests.  

TEST PREPARATION

The AP US Government and Politics Examination

The exam consists of a 45-minute-60 question multiple-choice section and a 100-minute free-response section consisting of four mandatory questions.   The multiple choice and free response sections are equally weighted 50%.  

Review Sessions

Review sessions will be held beginning the first week in April and will be scheduled to best suit the needs of the class. First semester students will be contacted about the sessions both individually and through announcement.  

OUTSIDE READING REQUIREMENT

Students will be required to read one book (of their choice) per six weeks for oral presentation and class discussion.  Nonfiction books related to our course content are preferred, however related works of fiction that are instructor approved will be an acceptable choice for one six weeks only.  It is also suggested that students read a news related magazine such as Time, Newsweek, or U.S. News and World Report as current topics are often useful for free – response analysis.

TEXTS AND OTHER MATERIALS

Wilson, James Q.  American Government, Seventh Edition, Houghton Miflin, 1998.

Clayton, Gary E.   Economics: Principles and Practices, Glencoe/McGraw Hill Inc., 1999.

Readers:

Woll, Peter   American Government:  Readings and Cases,  13th Edition, Addison Wesley Longman, Inc., 1999.

Serow, Ann and Ladd, Everett C., The Lanahan Readings in the American Polity, 2nd Edition, Lanahan Publishers, 2000

CLASSROOM WEBSITE

The Advanced Placement class has an internet site on which outlines of materials covered and links for reference and class announcements of events are listed.  This is accessible from any internet-connected computer.   Students who do not have access to the internet at home may access the site either from our classroom or the Hillcrest High library.  The address of the site is:  http://www.geocities.com/sbgaddy/  Choose AP Government for the correct page.

Course Outline/Pacing Guide for Students and Parents

AP Government

Note:  This is a general outline only.

First Six Weeks

· Study of American Government, The Constitution, Federalism


Chapters 1,2,3

What is Political Power, Origins of Democracy, Representative v Direct Democracy, The Problem of Liberty, The Constitutional Convention, The Motives of the Framers, Governmental Structure, The Meaning of Federalism, Federal-State Relations, Federal Aid, Devolution Revolution, Congress and Federalism

· Political Culture, Public Opinion, Political Participation


Chapters 4,5,6


Political Culture, Comparing America to Other Nations, Mistrust of Government, 

Political Tolerance and Efficacy, Public Opinion, Origins of Political Attitudes, 

Political Ideology, Nonvoting, Voter Behavior

· Political Parties, The Electoral Process, Interest Groups, The Media


Chapters 7,8,9,10


Parties and What They Do; The Two-Party System; The Minor Parties; The 

Organization of Political Parties; The Nominating Process; Presidential v Congressional Campaigns, Elections; Money and the Election Process, Explaining  the Proliferation of Interest Groups, Kinds of Interest Groups, The Activities of Interest Groups, Journalism in American History, Structure of the Media, Effects of Media on Politics

· Congress

Chapter 11


The Evolution of Congress, Who Is in Congress, Getting Elected, Organization of Congress, 

How a Bill Becomes a Law, Ethics and Congress

Second Six Weeks

· The Executive Branch and Bureaucracy

Chapters 12,13

Presidents and Prime Ministers, The Evolution of the Presidency, The Powers of the President, The Office of the President, Presidential Character, The Power to Persuade, The American Bureaucracy, Congressional Oversight of Bureaucracy, Bureaucratic Pathologies, Reforming the Bureaucracy

· The Judicial Branch 

Chapter 14


Development of the Courts, Structure of the Courts, The Supreme Court in Action, Checks on 

Judicial Power

· Civil Rights and Liberties


Chapters 18,19


Politics, Culture, and Civil Liberties, Interpreting and Applying the First Amendment, What is 

Speech, Church and State, Crime and Due Process, The Civil Rights Movement, Women and 

Equal Rights, Affirmative Action

· The Policy Making Process, Social Welfare, Military Policy

Chapters 15, 17, 21


Majoritarian Politics, Interest Group Politics, Client Politics, Entrepreneurial Politics, Social 

Welfare in the United States, Toward a New Welfare Politics, The Defense Budget, What Do We 

Buy for Our Money?

Third Six Weeks

Economics

· An Introduction to Economics and the Economy


Chapters 1, 2, 3,19


What is Economics?; Scarcity and the Science of Economics; Trade-Offs and 

Opportunity Costs; Basic Economic Concepts; Economic Systems; Economic and Social Goals; Capitalism and Free Enterprise; Business Organizations and other Institutions; Economic Growth; The Rise and Fall of Communism; The Transition to Captialism

· Understanding Individual Markets:  Demand and Supply

Chapters 4, 5, 6, 13, 21 


What is Demand?; The Law of Demand; Elasticity of Demand; What is 

Supply?; The Theory of Production; Supply and the Role of Cost; Absolute and Comparative Advantage; Barriers to International Trade; Financing and Trade Deficits; Prices as Signals; How Prices are Determined; The Price System At Work, Investing in the Market, Global Demands for Resources

· Competition, Market Structures, and the Role of Government

Chapters 7, 8


Competition and Market Structures; Market Failures; The Role of 

Government; The Labor Movement; Resolving Union and Management Differences; Labor and Wages; Employment Trends and Issues
· Sources of Government Revenue and Government Spending

Chapters 9,10


The Economics of Taxation; The Federal Tax System; State and Local Tax 

Systems; Current Tax Issues; The Economics of Government Spending; Federal Government Expenditures; Federal Deficits and the National Debt

· Gross Domestic Product, Population, Economic Growth and Business Cycles

Chapters 14, 15


Measuring the Nation’s Output; Measuring the Nation’s Income; GDP 

and the Price Level; Population; Economic Growth; Business Cycles and Fluctuations

· Unemployment, Inflation, and Poverty, Achieving Economic Stability

Chapters 16, 17, 11,12


Unemployment; Inflation; Poverty and the Distribution of Income; The Cost of 

Economic Instability; Macroeconomic Equilibrium; Stabilization Policies;

Economics and Politics, The Evolution of Money; Early Banking and Monetary

Standards; TheDevelopment of Modern Banking; Crisis, Reform, and Evolution

in the 1980’s;The Federal Reserve System; Monetary Policy; Monetary Policy, 

Banking, and the Economy
Summary Outline of the 2004 AP U.S. Government and Politics Examination

Content Area




                                   Percentage Goals









              (multiple-choice section)
I. Constitutional Underpinnings of the United States Government………..……………………………………………………………. 5 – 15%

A. Considerations that influenced the formulation and adoption of the Constitution

B. Separation of Powers

C. Federalism

D. Theories of democratic government

II.  
Political Beliefs and Behaviors ……………………………………………….. 10 – 20%

A. Beliefs that citizens hold about their government and its leaders

B. Processes by which citizens learn about politics

C. The nature, sources, and consequences of public opinion

D. The ways in which citizens vote and otherwise participate in political life

E. Factors that influence citizens to differ from one another in terms of political beliefs and behaviors

III.  
Political Parties, Interest Groups, and Mass Media ……………………… 10 – 20%
A. Political parties and elections

1. functions

2. organization

3. development

4. effects on the political process

5. electoral laws and systems

B. Interest groups, including  political action committees

1. The range of interests represented

2. The activities of interest groups

3. The effects of interest groups on the political process

4. The unique characteristics and roles of PACs in the political process

C. The mass media

1. The functions and structures of the media

2. The impacts of media on politics

IV. Institutions of National Government:  The Congress, the Presidency, 

the Bureaucracy, and the Federal Courts ………………………………..  35 – 45%

A. The major formal and informal institutional arrangements of power

B. Relationships among  these four institutions, and varying  balances of power

C. Linkages between institutions and the following 

1. public opinion and voters

2. interest groups

3. political parties

4. the media

5. subnational governments
V. Public Policy ……………………………………………………………………… 5 – 15%

A. Policy making  in a federal system

B. The formation of policy agendas

C. The role of institutions in the enactment of policy

D. The role of the bureaucracy and the courts in policy implementation and interpretation

E. Linkages between policy processes and the following 

1. political institutions and federalism

2. political parties

3. interest groups

4. public opinion

5. elections

6. policy network

VI. Civil Rights and Civil Liberties ………….…………………………………………5-15%

A. The development of civil liberties and civil rights by judicial interpretation

B. Knowledge of substantive rights and liberties

C. The impact of the Fourteenth Amendment on the constitutional development of rights and liberties
Teacher Contact Information
Teacher:  Mrs. Scarlett Gaddy
Room 104

Preparation period: Second Block

E-Mail Address:  Scarlett.Gaddy.HCHS@tcss.net
Parents:  Please feel free to contact me with your concerns.  The most direct method to contact me is through e-mail.  If you do not have access to electronic mail, please call the office and leave a message for me.  I will return your call as soon as possible.

ASSIGNMENT SHEET

ADVANCED PLACEMENT GOVERNMENT

Fall 2002/Spring 2003

NOTE: Don’t Panic!  These are the list of possible assignments for the semester.  We will not use each item in the list.  We will assign due dates for required items at the beginning of each unit.

· Study of American Government, The Constitution, Federalism

1. Wilson, Chapters 1,2,3

2. Textbook Questions (handout)

3. Woll Reader Questions, Lanahan Questions  (handouts)

4. Woll Reader: 

a. Second Treatise, of Civil Government, John Locke, pg. 4

b. Federalist 47,48,51, James Madison, pg. 41

c. Federalist 16,17, Alexander Hamilton, pg. 52

d. Federalist 39, James Madison, pg. 56

5. Lanahan Reader:

a. Democracy in America, Alexis De Tocqueville, pg 3.

b. The American Commonwealth, James Bryce, pg. 7

c. The Liberal Tradition in America, Louis Hartz, pg. 11

d. American Exceptionalism, Seymour Martin Lipset, pg. 17

e. People of Paradox, Michael Kammen, pg. 35

· Political Culture, Public Opinion, Political Participation

1. Wilson, Chapters 4,5,6

2. Textbook Questions

3. Woll Reader Questions

4. Woll Reader:

a. Voting Behavior: Rational or Irrational?, Bernard Berelson, pg. 205

b. The Responsible Electorate, V.O. Key, pg. 213

5. Lanahan Reader:

a. The American Commonwealth, James Bryce, pg. 323

b. The Phantom Public, Walter Lippmann, pg. 326

6. What if We Held an Election and Nobody Came?, Annual Editions, Government, 98/99

· Political Parties, The Electoral Process, Interest Groups, The Media

1. Wilson, Chapters 7/8/9/10

2. Textbook Questions

3. Woll Reader Questions

4. Woll Reader:

a. Perspectives on American Political Parties, Martin Wattenberg, pg. 178

b. Politics by Other Means, Benjamin Ginsberg, pg. 199

c. Running With the PAC’s, Larry Sabato, pg. 234

d. The Misplaced Obsession with PAC’s, pg. 244

e. Federalist 10, James Madison, pg 165

5. Lanahan Reader:

a. The Tyranny of the Majority, Lani Guinier, pg. 401

b. Dirty Little Secrets, Larry Sabato/Glenn Simpson, 417

c. Critical Elections and the Mainsprings of American Politics, Walter Burnham, pg 443

d. The Party Goes On, Xandra Kayden, pg 453

e. They Only Look Dead, E.J. Dionne, pg. 459

f. Storming the Gates, Dan Balz, pg. 465

g. Feeding Frenzy, Larry Sabato, pg. 491

h. Spin Cycle, Howard Kurtz, pg 491

6. The Governmental Process, David Truman, pg. 219

7. The Dirtiest Election Ever, Annual Editions, Government, 98/99

8. Are Ethnic and Gender Based Special-Interest Groups Good for America?, Annual Editions, Government, 98/99

· Congress

1. Wilson, Chapter 11

2. Textbook Questions

3. Woll Reader Questions

4. Woll Reader:

a. Federalist 53,56,58,62,63, James Madison, pg. 332

b. Media Power and Congressional Power, Timothy Cook, pg. 360

c. If, as Ralph Nader Says, Congress is “The Broken Branch,” How Come We Love Our Congressmen So Much?, Richard Fenno, pg. 376

d. Congress-Bashing for Beginners, Nelson Polsby, pg. 383

e. Congress:  The Electoral Connection, David Mayhew, pg. 389

5. Lanahan Reader:

a. Congress:  The Electoral Connection, David Mayhew, pg. 163

b. Home Style,  Richard Fenno, pg 166

c. Congressional Women, Irwin Gertzog, pg 172

d. Pork:  A Time-Honored Tradition Lives On, pg. 185

e. In Praise of Pork, John Ellwood, pg 188

f. The Freshmen, Linda Killian, pg 201

6. Imperial Congress, Annual Editions, Government, 98/99

7. It’s Not Mr. Smith Goes to Washington, Annual Editions, 

Government, 98/99

8. In the Money:  A Congressman’s Story, Annual Editions, Government, 98/99

· The Executive Branch and the Bureaucracy

1. Wilson, Chapters 12,13

2. Textbook Questions

3. Woll Reader Questions

4. Woll Reader:

a. The Presidency- Focus of Leadership, Clinton Rossiter, pg. 269

b. The Presidential Character, James Barber, pg. 278

c. The Press and the President, George Reedy, pg. 288

d. The Two Presidencies, Aaron Wildavsky

e. Constitutional Democracy and Bureaucratic Power, Peter Woll, pg. 318

5. Lanahan Reader:

a. Presidential Power and the Modern Presidents, Richard Neustadt, pg. 211

b. The Imperial Presidency, Arthur Schlesinger, pg. 217

c. The Paradoxes of the American Presidency, Thomas Cronin, pg 224

d. Impeachment:  A Handbook, Charles Black, pg 243

6. Do We Ask Too Much of Presidents?, Annual Editions, Government, 98/99

7. Rush to Judgement:  Picking Presidents, Annual Editions, 

Government, 98/99

· The Judicial Branch, Civil Rights and Liberties

1. Wilson, Chapter 14

2. Textbook Questions

3. Woll Reader Questions

4. Woll Reader:

a. How Not to Read the Constitution, Lawrence Tribe and 

 
Michael Dorf, pg. 47

b. Liberty of Thought and Expression,  John Stuart Mill, pg. 102

c. Constitutional Liberty and the Right to Abortion, Justice Sandra Day O’Conner,  pg. 430

d. Liberty, Privacy, and the Right to Abortion, Chief Justice William Rehnquist, pg. 435

5. Lanahan Reader:

a. Federalist 78, Alexander Hamilton

b. Brennan vs. Rehnquist, Peter Irons, pg 306

c. The Center Holds, James Simon, pg. 311

d. Rights Talk, Mary Ann Glendon, pg 585

6. The Rehnquist Reins, Annual Editions, Government, 98/99

7. Benchmarks of Justice, Annual Editions, Government, 98/99

8. Gaveling Back the Imperial Presidency, Annual Editions, 

Government, 98/99

· Civil Rights and Liberties

1. Wilson, Chapters 18, 19

2. Textbook Questions

3. Case Briefs (groups)

· Public Policy
1. Wilson, 15,17,21

2. Textbook Questions
· An Introduction to Economics and the Economy

1. Clayton, Chapters 1,2,18 sections 1&2,19

2. Review pg. 28-29 (Key Terms, Facts, Critical Thinking, Applying Concepts, Interpreting Line Graphs)

3. Review pg. 50 (Key Terms, Facts, Critical Thinking)

4. Review pg. 74 (Key Terms, Facts, Reading a Circle Graph)

5. Review pg. 494 (Key Terms, Facts)

6. Alternative Economic Philosophies,  Annual Editions, Economics

7. Excerpt from, The Wealth of Nations, Adam Smith, New Ideas from Dead Economists

8. The Angry Oracle Called Karl Marx, New Ideas from Dead Economists

5.     Business Does/Does Not Have Social Responsibility, Opposing Viewpoints

9. Kind Hearts and Opportunity Costs, Annual Editions, Economics 95/96

10. The Economic Organization of a P.O.W. Camp, Annual Editions, Economics, 98/99

· Understanding Individual Markets: Demand and Supply

1. Clayton, Chapters  3,4,5,6

2. Review pg. 100 ( Key Terms, Facts, Applying Concepts, Determining Cause and Effect)

3. Review pg. 124 ( Key Terms, Facts, Analyzing Editorials) 

4. Review pg. 148 ( Key Terms, Facts)

5. Review pg. 468 ( Key Terms, Facts)

6. How Much for a Life? Try $3 Million to $5 Million,  Annual Editions, Economics 96/97

7. Malthus, Prophet of Doom, New Ideas from Dead Economists

8. Congested Parks – A Pricing Dilemma, Annual Editions, Economics 98/99

9. Everything for Sale, Annual Editions, Economics 98/99

10. The Miracle of Trade, Annual Editions, Economics, 98/99

11. Sense and Nonsense in the Globalization Debate, Annual Editions, 

Economics, 98/99

12. Is Free Trade Good for Working American Men and Women?, Annual Editions, Economics, 98/99

13. Forget Convergence:  Divergence Past, Present, and Future, Annual Editions, Economics, 98/99

· Competition, Market Structures, and the Role of Government
1. Clayton, Chapters 7,8

2. Review pg. 174  (Key Terms, Facts)

3. Review pg. 206  (Key Terms, Facts)

4. Taxing Trash, Annual Editions, Economics 95/96

5. An Economic Case for Funding AIDS Research, Annual Editions, Economics 95/96

6. The Free Market for Clean Air, Annual Editions, Economics, 96/97

7. Trading Away the Earth:  Pollution Credits and the Perils of Free Market Environmentalism, Annual Editions, Economics, 98/99

8. Congested Parks- A Pricing Dilemma, Annual Editions, Economics 98/99

9. New Antitrust Rules May Ease the Path to Mergers, Annual Editions, Economics, 98/99

· Sources of Government Revenue,  Government Spending

1. Clayton, Chapter 9,10

2. Review pg. 234  (Key Terms, Facts, Critical Thinking, Applying Concepts)

3. The Inevitablity of Government, Annual Editions, Economics 98/99

4. Taxes Around the World, Annual Editions, Economics 98/99

5. Corporate Welfare Remains Unchecked, Annual Editions, Economics 98/99

6. Privatizing Social Security:  It’s High Time to Privatize, Annual Editions, Economics 98/99

7. Privatizing Social Security:  A Bad Idea Whose Time Will Never Come, Annual Editions, Economics, 98/99

8. Budget Blaster, Annual Editions, Economics 96/97

9. Budget Deficits Do Matter, Annual Editions, Macroeconomics 10th ed.

· Gross Domestic Product, Population, Economic Growth and Business Cycles

1. Clayton, Chapters 14,15

2. Review pg. 366 ( Key Terms, Facts)

3. Review pg. 390 (Key Terms, Facts, Interpreting Population Pyramids)

4. The Economy You Can’t See, Annual Editions, Economics 98/99

5. Domesticate the Gross Product, Annual Editions 96/97

6. Are Women Paid Less Because They Have More Favorable Working Conditions?,  debate, Taking Sides on Economics Issues

7. The New Business Cycle, Annual Editions, Economics 98/99

· Unemployment, Inflation, Poverty, Achieving Economic Stability

1. Clayton, Chapters 16,17,11,12,13

2. Review pg. 316  (Key Terms, Facts, Reading a Bar Graph) 

3. Review pg. 340  (Key Terms, Facts)

4. Review pg. 414 ( Key Terms, Facts, Applying Concepts)

5. Review pg. 440 ( Key Terms, Facts, Critical Thinking)

6. Sharing Prosperity, Annual Editions, Economics, 98/99

7. The State of the Poor, Annual Editions, Economics, 98/99

8. The Hidden Paradox of Welfare Reform, Annual Editions, Economics, 98/99

9. The Link Grows Cloudy Between Jobs and Prices, Annual Editions, 98/99

10. Inequality:  How the Gap between Rich and Poor Hurts the Economy, Annual Editions, Economics, 95/96

11. The Inequality Express, Annual Editions, Economics, 96/97

12. Who Are the Truly Poor?, Annual Editions, Economics, 96/97

13. Do Poor Women Have the Right to Bear Children?, Annual Editions, Economics, 96/97

14. Corporate Welfare Remains Unchecked, Annual Editions, Economics 98/99

15. The Future of Money, Annual Editions, Economics, 96/97

16. Electronic Cash and the End of National Markets, Annual Editions, Economics, 98/99

17. The Savings and Loan Insurance Mess, Annual Editions, Macroeconomics

18. The Banks Come Tumbling Down, Annual Editions, Macroeconomics

19. Activist Monetary Policy for Good or Evil?, The New Keynesians vs. The NewClassicals, Annual Editions, Macroeconomics
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