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Course Description

The Advanced Placement Psychology course is offered to students who wish to complete studies in secondary school, equivalent to an introductory college course in psychology.  The Advanced Placement Program curriculum objectives are used and the Advanced Placement examination presumes at least one semester of college-level preparation.  These objectives complement, but exceed those of the National Standards for the Teaching of High School Psychology, published by the American Psychological Association, 1998, which are used for the elective Psychology currently offered in the course of study.    Course objectives do not correspond to the Social Studies section of the Alabama High School Graduation Exam, however where applicable the objectives will reflect Reading  and some Science objectives. The AP Psychology course is designed to introduce students to the systematic and scientific study of the behavior and mental processes of humans and other animals.  Students conduct in-depth study of psychological facts, principles, and phenomena associated with each of the major subfields within psychology.  Students also apply the methods psychologists use in their science and practice.  Activities emphasize active student participation in the observation and analysis of behavior. 

Essential Functions

Each student must demonstrate the ability to function at a college level in the following  areas:

· Read and comprehend text and supplemental readings at a college level

· Communicate (in writing  and orally) using  standard grammar, sentence and paragraph structure

· Understand and respond accurately to higher order questions

· Take accurate and useful notes

· Work effectively and productively in groups

· Conduct research and present data gathered in cooperative groups for assessment purposes

· Complete diverse types of questions used for assessment with emphasis on multiple choice, short answer, and essay questions.
· A positive attitude and an atmosphere of mutual respect is expected at all times in this class.  Class content may include activities that necessitate participation of an honest and forthright nature and disrespect from others will not be considered acceptable behavior.

COURSE REQUIREMENTS

1. Students are required to attend class prepared to participate in discussions.  Advanced Placement Psychology will require extra effort on the student’s part to complete out of class reading and other assignments. 

2. Keep a notebook containing class notes, study questions, and handouts.

3. Essay writing will be emphasized in the course.  

4. Turn in all assignments on the due date.  Failure to do so will result in a 50% deduction of points available on that assignment

ATTENDANCE

Attendance is vitally important in any Advanced Placement class.  Students who miss class often will find that they have difficulty keeping up and will see this reflected in their grades.  Students who are absent for school-sponsored functions are responsible for material covered and work done in their absence.  Make-up of work completed in class on days a student has an unexcused absence will not be allowed.    Any work missed due to an excused absence may be made up within the guidelines of the Code of Conduct Handbook.

MAKE-UP POLICY

1. School policy requires make-up tests to be taken within one week of the original test date.  This also applies to other assignments.  

2. It is the student’s responsibility to check for missed assignments.  Ask about missed assignments on the first day back following the absence.  

3. Make-up tests will be given on Wednesdays at 3:25 p.m.  Other arrangements can be made if necessary.  (NOTE:  Taking a missed exam during class time is not a sound policy and will only be considered as a last resort.)

EVALUATION

Grades will be based on a point system with the following assigned weights:

Chapter tests…………………………….60%


Essays and other assigned work…...……20%

Six Weeks Test……………………........20% 
                                                                 100%

The semester average will be determined by averaging the three six weeks grades.

Tests will consist of questions based on the Advanced Placement format and will include the following types of questions:

1. multiple choice

2. short answer analysis

3. essay/free response

In addition to regularly scheduled tests, there will be quizzes on class notes and readings on random days during the week, with approximately two to three quizzes each week.  These are general in nature and are designed to provide some embedded extra credit for those students who routinely struggle on larger tests.  

TEST PREPARATION

The Advanced Placement Psychology Examination

The AP Psychology Examination includes a 70-minute multiple-choice section that accounts for two-thirds of the student’s exam grade and a 50-minute free-response section made up of two questions, which accounts for one-third of the student’s exam grade.  Free-response questions are an appropriate tool for evaluating a student’s mastery of scientific research principles and ability to make connections among constructs from different psychological domains (e.g., development, personality, learning). Students may be asked to analyze a general problem in psychology (e.g., depression, adaptation) using concepts from different theoretical frameworks or subdomains in the field, or to design, analyze or critique a research study.

Review Sessions

Beginning in early April, review sessions will be offered on the examination content.  Scheduling of the review sessions will be announced and first semester students contacted concerning the review times and dates.    

TEXT AND OTHER MATERIALS

Myers, David, Psychology, 6th edition, Worth Publishers, 2002
Reader:  Annual Editions:  Psychology, Dushkin Publishers 2001-02, 2003-04

CLASSROOM WEBSITE

The Advanced Placement class has an internet site on which outlines of materials covered and links for reference and class announcements of events are listed.  This is accessible from any internet-connected computer.   Students who do not have access to the internet at home may access the site either from our classroom or the Hillcrest High library.  The address of the site is:  http://www.geocities.com/sbgaddy/  Choose AP Psychology for the correct page.

Course Outline/Pacing Guide for Students and Parents

Note:  This is a general guideline only.

First Six Weeks

· History of Psychology and Approaches 

A. Logic, Philosophy, and History of Science

B. Approaches

1. Biological 

2. Behavioral

3. Cognitive

4. Humanistic

5. Psychodynamic

6. Sociocultural

· Methods

A. Experimental, Correlational, and Clinical Research

1. Correlational (e.g. observational, survey, clinical)

2. Experimental

                      B.  Statistics; Descriptive and Inferential

C. Ethics in Research

· The Biological Basis of Behavior

A. Physiological Techinques ( e.g., imaging, surgical)

B. Neuroanatomy

C. Functional Organization of the Nervous System, Neural Transmission

D. Endocrine System

E. Genetics

· Sensation and Perception

A. Thresholds

B. Sensory Mechanisms, Sensory Adaptation

C. Attention and Perceptual Processes

· States of Consciousness

A. Sleep and Dreaming

B. Hypnosis

C. Psychoactive Drug Effects

· Learning 

A. Biological Factors

B. Classical Conditioning

C. Operant Conditioning

D. Social Learning, Cognitive Processes in Learning

Second Six Weeks

· Cognition

A. Memory, Thinking, Language

B. Problem Solving and Creativity

· Motivation and Emotion

A. Biological Bases

B. Theories of Motivation (Hunger, Thirst, Pain)

C. Social Motives

D. Theories of Emotion

E. Stress

· Developmental Psychology

A. Life Span Approach

B. Research Methods (e.g., longitudinal, cross-sectional)

C. Heredity-Environment Issues

D. Developmental Theories

E. Dimensions of Development (physical, cognitive, social, moral)

· Personality

A. Personality Theories and Approaches

B. Assessment Techniques

C. Self-Concept, Self-Esteem, Growth and Adjustment

Third Six Weeks

· Testing and Individual Differences

A. Standardization and Norms

B. Reliability and Validity, Types of Tests

C. Ethics and Standards of Testing

D. Heredity/Environment and Intelligence

E. Human Diversity

· Abnormal Psychology

A. Definitions, Theories, and Diagnosis of Abnormality

B. Anxiety Disorders

C. Somatoform Disorders

D. Mood Disorders

E. Schizophrenic Disorders

F. Organic Disorders

G. Personality Disorders

H. Dissociative Disorders

· Treatment of Psychological Disorders

A. Treatment Approaches

1. Insight Therapies (Psychodynamic/Phenomenological Approaches)

2. Behavioral Approaches

3. Cognitive Approaches

B. Modes of Therapy (e.g., individual, group)

C. Community and Preventive Approaches

· Social Psychology

A. Group Dynamics

B. Attribution Processes

C. Interpersonal Perception

D. Conformity, Compliance, Obedience

E. Attitudes and Attitudinal Change

F. Organizational Behavior

G. Aggression/Antisocial Behavior

Summary Outline Of the 2003 AP Psychology Exam

These are the major content areas covered by the AP Psychology Examination, as well as the approximate percentages of the multiple-choice section that are devoted to each area.   The examination content is very balanced between areas.   The good news – the test is very general in nature, the bad news- we have to know each of the content areas, there is no short-cut to successful completion with a score of 3 or above.

Content Area (multiple-choice section)



Percentage Goals  for Examination

I. History and Approaches ………………………………………………………. 2–4%

A. Logic, Philosophy, and History of Science

B. Approaches

1. Biological

2. Behavioral

3. Cognitive

4. Humanistic

5. Psychodynamic

6. Sociocultural

II. Methods ………………………………………………………………………... 6–8%

A. Experimental, Correlational, and Clinical Research

1. Correlational (e.g., observational, survey, clinical)

2. Experimental

B. Statistics

1. Descriptive

2. Inferential

C. Ethics in Research

III. Biological Bases of Behavior …………………………………………………8–10%

A. Physiological Techniques (e.g., imaging, surgical)

B. Neuroanatomy

C. Functional Organization of Nervous System

D. Neural Transmission

E. Endocrine System

F. Genetics

IV. Sensation and Perception ……………………………………………………..7–9%

A. Thresholds

B. Sensory Mechanisms

C. Sensory Adaptation

D. Attention

E. Perceptual Processes

V. States of Consciousness ……………………………………………………… 2–4%

A. Sleep and Dreaming

B. Hypnosis

C. Psychoactive Drug Effects

VI. Learning ……………………………………………………………………….. 7–9%

A. Biological Factors

B. Classical Conditioning

C. Operant Conditioning

D. Social Learning

E. Cognitive Processes in Learning

Content Area (multiple-choice section)



Percentage Goals for Examination

VII. Cognition ………………………………………………………………………8–10%

A. Memory

B. Language

C. Thinking

D. Problem Solving and Creativity

VIII. Motivation and Emotion …………………………………………………… 7–9%

A. Biological Bases

B. Theories of Motivation

C. Hunger, Thirst, Sex, and Pain

D. Social Motives

E. Theories of Emotion

F. Stress

IX. Developmental Psychology …………………………………………………. 7–9%

A. Life-Span Approach

B. Research Methods (e.g., longitudinal, cross-sectional)

C. Heredity-Environment Issues

D. Developmental Theories

E. Dimensions of Development

1. Physical

2. Cognitive

3. Social

4. Moral

F. Sex Roles, Sex Differences

X. Personality …………………………………………………………………… 6–8%

A. Personality Theories and Approaches

B. Idiographic and Nomothetic Research

C. Assessment Techniques

D. Self-concept, Self-esteem

E. Growth and Adjustment

XI. Testing and Individual Differences………………………………………….. 5–7%

A. Standardization and Norms

B. Reliability and Validity

C. Types of Tests

D. Ethics and Standards in Testing

E. Intelligence

F. Heredity/Environment and Intelligence

G. Human Diversity

Content Area (multiple-choice section)



Percentage Goals for Examination

XII. Abnormal Psychology …………………………………………………….. 7–9%

A. Definitions of Abnormality

B. Theories of Psychopathology

C. Diagnosis of Psychopathology

D. Anxiety Disorders

E. Somatoform Disorders

F. Mood Disorders

G. Schizophrenic Disorders

H. Organic Disorders

I. Personality Disorders

J. Dissociative Disorders

XIII. Treatment of Psychological Disorders…………………………………….5–7%

A. Treatment Approaches

1. Insight Therapies:  Psychodynamic/Phenomenological Approaches

2. Behavioral Approaches

3. Cognitive Approaches

B. Modes of Therapy (e.g., individual, group)

C. Community and Preventive Approaches

XIV. Social Psychology ………………………………………………………. 7–9%

A. Group Dynamics

B. Attribution Processes

C. Interpersonal Perception

D. Conformity, Compliance, Obedience

E. Attitudes and Attitude Change

F. Organizational Behavior

G. Aggression/Antisocial Behavior

Teacher Contact Information

Teacher:  Mrs. Scarlett Gaddy

Room 104 

Preparation period: Fall Semester 4th block - Spring Semester- 2nd block

E-Mail Address:  Scarlett.Gaddy.HCHS@tcss.net
Parents:  Please feel free to contact me with your concerns.  The most direct method to contact me is through e-mail.  If you do not have access to electronic mail, please call the office and leave a message for me.  I will return your call as soon as possible.
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