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The Bilingual Program 

The Bilingual Program is dedicated to providing the Limited English Proficient student with the opportunity to be academically successful. 

The goal of this program is to enable limited English proficient students to become competent in the comprehension, speaking, reading and composition of the English language through the development of literacy and academic skills in the primary language and English.

What is Bilingual Education?

Bilingual Education is an instructional program that is designed to offer the Limited English Proficient (LEP) student an opportunity to become competent in the comprehension, speaking, reading and writing of the English language. Being taught in their native language with emphasis in the primary grades can assure success in these areas. Concepts learned in the native language can then be transferred into the English language at a time when the student is able to make that transition. Bilingualism is a process that takes place over time. It is crucial that the transition be gradual in order to ensure a competent English speaker with high level thinking skills. The goal is to shift the students from the home language or minority language to an all-English curriculum and for them to experience success. This means providing instruction for students in their home language so that they are on grade level academically while acquiring oral English language skills. This program is called the Transitional Bilingual Model.

The Transitional Bilingual Model is an instructional process.  Every individual student learns at a different pace therefore, instructional levels are flexible and should adapt to his or her academic needs.

The belief that a life-long learner is the responsibility of all stakeholders is a substantial assumption. The Transitional Bilingual Model is the most expedient when looking at the learning process of a second language. If implemented consistently and accordingly it will be effective in achieving the goals set for LEP student, which is to be a bilingual, biliterate and well rounded individual.

The expectations for the Transitional Model Program are for student to:


• 
Reach competency of the English language


• 
Feel comfortable in an environment that accommodates a student's native language


• 
Provide flexibility in individualized instruction


• 
Hold high expectations


• 
Consistently challenge them to strive for excellence
