International Negotiations as a Basis for International Environmental Policies
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In the course of the 1960s, environmental degradation due to a sharp increase in industrial production levels became so widespread and a part of every day life, that politicians agreed upon ‘that something has to be done’. In that period, environmental issues were mainly experienced as a regional or national problem. So, environmental legislation, which was implemented in Western countries in the 1970s aimed to reduce environmental damage and degradation within the national territories.

For example, air pollution was in that period a serious threat for people living nearby polluting industries. The construction of high smoke stacks was the answer on this this type of pollution. By doing so, acidifying substances were transported to the remote parts of Europe, far away of the concentration of polluting industry. The result was a dramatic reduction in air pollution in dwelling areas and additionally, auhorities created the acid rain problem. Generally speaking, environmentally regulation reduced in the course of time the relative significance of regional and national environmental degradation, but in increased in the meanwhile the significance of international and global pollution. Acid rain, the enhanced greenhouse effect, the hole in the ozone layer, the pollution of the high seas, and the loss of biodiversity are generally seen as the main environmental problems of the 1990s.

This implies that international cooperation is increasingly gaining significance. However, international environmental problems are more complex and there are more barriers to overcome. There is often not an international authority which has the same legislative power as national states. For example, the acid rain problem was brought on the international agenda by Sweden at the UN Stockholm Conference in 1972.It took 13 years before the first agreement on a flat rate reduction of 30 per cent in the emissions of SO2 could be agreed upon. Recently a new agreement has been realised by which further reductions will become possible.
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