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INTRODUCTION

T
he Holy Spirit inspired me to write this book, enabling me to elucidate from a wholly Christian perspective, the need to establish the government of Nations and institutions on the pillars of fairness, equity, and justice. Before I became a born again Christian mid 90’s, I was interested in knowing how good governance could be practiced by political Leaders at all levels worldwide; and in pursuit of this vision. I associated with some social movements. For instance, during my undergraduate years in the University of Lagos (1984-87), I was the Public Relations Officer of the Students’ Union, and this position that exposed me to revolutionary political ideas. At a point I professed to be Trotskyite. It is well known that drawing from inspiration of Kari Marx, most Trotskyites tend towards atheism. More importantly, its adherents as the solutions to all problems and vices plaguing the human race propound this ideology. But the failure of communism in Eastern Europe exposed the fallacy of this ideology. This development motivated me to think deeper and research further on the ideal political ideology for governing nations rightly.

One of the initial tasks I undertook on becoming a born again Christian was to study the scriptures to find out the spiritual prescriptions for good governance. I discovered to my delight that the solutions to all human problems and needs lie in the Word of God. The Bible is the greatest constitution of all times, the foundation of all laws, statutes, conventions, and treaties that have been mooted by the human race to progressively develop nations, kingdoms, and Continents.

The foundations of all human conceived political ideologies including Communism is in the Holy Bible. The Apostles and other first generation Christians acted like Communists, each selling their possessions, and placing them at the Apostles feet, for distribution among the brethren: Acts 2 vs. 44-45.  What of capitalism? The scripture supports private enterprise; regarding this Apostle Paul exhorted that every person should work hard to earn a living and that the indolent does not deserve a free lunch: 2 Thessalonians 3 vs. 8-10

The Worlds’ problems are engineered, programmed, and fuelled by Satan, the fallen Angel of God. Its root lies in the story stated in Genesis 2, on the man’s first disobedience to Gods laws and consequent subordination to Satanic in the Garden of Eden. Since, Satan became the pseudo ruler of the whole world, and only those who are imbued with the fear of God can overcome Satanic activities and influences, and ensure the earth returns towards its Edenic state, where peace, prosperity and justice reigns.

M
ost rulers have failed in ensuring good governance, not necessarily because the Constitutions they are working with are bad, or that they do not have access to good advice or suggestions, or that they do not have good and sincere intentions. Rather the Spirit of God who would have guided them in making just and forthright decisions does not control them.

 My experiences over the years while working as aides to several public officers are a valuable asset in writing this book. I discovered that the successes my various bosses achieved in office were as a result of obedience to divine principles, while their failures were caused largely by disobedience to these same principles.

This book therefore seeks to show how Christians, particularly those holding positions of political and non-political Leaderships in various countries can make a success out of their assignments, the book outlines the Scriptural injunctions that must be adhered to by such Leaders. At times, it is difficult to identify a Christian Leader by his/her works, altitudes or dispositions while in office, because many behave worse than unbelievers. This book encourages Christians to hold on the faith and show forth the glory of God while in and out of office. This book is targeted at Christians Leaders holding the following positions:

· Heads of States, President of Nations, Vice Presidents, Heads of National and Local Parliaments, Legislators, Cabinet Ministers, Governors, Mayors, and Chairmen of Local Councils.

· Justices of the Supreme Court, Federal and State Courts.

· Captains of Industries, Presidents of Corporations, Business Leaders, Managers of firms, and all other categories of persons working in Leadership positions, or as aides of Leaders.
“The Character of a Good Leader” is primarily targeted at professed Christians in Political Leadership positions, but adherents of other faiths will also find the injunctions in the book valuable, and a sufficient basis to accept the Lordship of Jesus Christ and be ruled by the Holy Spirit. Needless to say, the book will also be relevant for those holding non-political Leadership positions, as it will definitely help them in taking critical decisions.

I know there are a lot of Christians with deeper insights into issues discussed in this book, and hope that this publication will generate a Holy debate that sharpens the spiritual depth of a reprint or even inspire these Christians to publish similar books. I also hope and pray that Christians holding Leadership positions throughout the world, will imbibe the biblical based admonitions in “The Character of a Good Leader”, as we strive to build Nations and States, where righteousness and justice flow like a river.
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GENERAL RULES
F.J.Dakes in the annotated Bible reference pages 83, and 199 outline 13 various qualifications of Leaders.

i. Able, capable, God fearing (Exodus 18 vs. 21; 2 Samuel 23 vs. 3; Ezra 7 vs. 25)
ii. God fearing, and truly religious.

iii. Truthful, (Exodus 18 vs. 21; Deut. 16 vs. 19) Honest, and just.

iv. Men who hate covetousness, doing all things for God’s sake and the love of men, labouring to promote the best public good so as to inspire others to live upright lives.

v. Of a disposition to refuse bribes.

vi. Wise and Understanding (Deut. 1 vs. 13)

vii. Prominent in the tribes (Deut. 1 vs. 13)

viii. Having love of justice and judgement (Deut. 1 vs. 16; 16 vs 18-19; 27 vs 19; Zech. 7 vs 9-10; Isa. 5 vs. 23)

ix. Without respect of persons (Deut. 1 vs 17)

x. Fearless (Deut. 1 vs 17)

xi. Conscientious (Deut. 1 vs. 17)

xii. Strong and Courageous (Josh. 1 vs 7)
xiii. Obedient to the law (Josh. 1 vs. 7-8)

Moreover, on the way to the promised Land of Canaan, the Almighty God gave His chosen people express laws and commandments that must be adhered to by whoever they appoint as a king over the nation of Israel, Deut. 17: 14-19:

 “When you come to the land which the LORD your God is giving you, and possess it and dwell in it, and say, ‘I will set a king over me like all the nations that are around me; you shall surely set a king over you whom the LORD your God chooses; one from among your brethren you shall set as king over you; you may not set a foreigner over you, who is not your brother. But he shall not multiply horses for himself, nor cause the people to return to Egypt to multiply horses for the LORD has said to you, ‘you shall not return that way again. Neither shall be greatly multiply wives for himself, lest his heart turn away; nor shall he greatly multiply silver and gold for himself.

Also it shall be, when he sits in the throne of his kingdom, that he shall write for himself a copy of this law in a book, from the one before the priests, the Levites. And it shall be with him, and he shall read it all the days of his life, that he may learn to fear the LORD his God and be careful to observe all the words of this law and these statutes”

The key points in this foregoing passage are:

i. Leaders of Nations, states, smaller political constituencies, or private entities should not look towards an ‘Egyptian Nation’ for support or help.

An ‘Egyptian Nation’ in this context metaphorically refers to any land of bondage where the people have been delivered in the past. In the case of Nigeria for instance, ‘Egypt’ may refer to Britain, which colonized Nigeria for almost a decade, or some nations of the North that are exarcebating poverty in the country through unfair trade rules. It may also refer to multilateral financial institutions like the International Monetary Fund (I.M.F.), and the World Bank whose policies in most cases, continued to under develop the country.

G

od wants all nations and Leaders to always depend all Him as the unfailing help in need, rely on Him for wisdom to solve problems of nation building, and pray to Him for the peace, progress and prosperity of the Land. As long as appointed or elected Leaders look unto ‘Egypt’ for help, the Holy Spirit, described in the Holy Bible as the Wonderful counsellor will stand akinbo. God will only intervene in the affairs of men and nations through the Holy Spirit, only when and if He is called upon to do so. Leaders should always remember that He is the Source and Creator of all natural resources through which the wealth of nations is derived, and that He is Wisdom.

ii. The Christian king-Leader must not be a lover of money, should not indulge in unbridled materialism, or accumulate wealth and riches. 


This is to prevent a situation whereby a Leader brazenly loots and appropriates the ‘commonwealth’ entrusted in his/her care for him/herself.

iii. Ideally a Leader should be a monogamist and remain faithful and devoted to his/her spouse. 

God expects high moral standards from Leaders, who have access to almost everything at their beck and call. The key watchwords are self-control, discipline and contentment. Extra marital and unrestrained sexual appetite is fraught with dangers, as it exposes one to being poisoned by Jezebels, and eats away the time, energy and resources that should have been better spent in fellowshipping with the Holy Spirit. Solomon defied this kingdom principle to his peril as he fell from God’s grace. His many wives and concubines diverted him from Godliness to idolatry:

· “But king Solomon loved many strange women… it come to pass, when Solomon was old, that his wives turned away his heart after other gods: and his heart was not perfect with the Lord his God….” 1 Kings 11 vs. 1-4 (NIV)

iv. A Leader must possess a Bible and meditate on it day and night

It is imperative for Christian in Leadership positions to create time to study the word of God, in spite of the heavy pressure of work and busy schedules. By so doing, the word, which is spirit and life, will be a path to their feet and a lamp to their steps.

· This book of the law shall not depart out of thy mouth; but thou shalt meditate therein day and night, that thou mayest observe to do according to all that is written therein: for then thou shalt make thy way prosperous, and then thou shalt have good








-Joshua 1 vs. 8

· Blessed is the man who walks not in the counsel of the ungodly, Nor stands in the path of sinners, Nor sits in the seat of the scornful; But his delight is in the law of the LORD, And in his law he meditates day and night.

-Psalm 1 vs. 1-2.

These kingdom laws and principles as itemized in i-iv above are still sacrosanct and must be obeyed by Christians holding Leadership positions. Obedience to these laws is the only guarantee of a peaceful and successful reign by any Christian Leader. 
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IDOLATRY
“Hear ye the word which the LORD speaketh unto you, O house of Isreal: Thus saith the LORD, Learn not the way of the heathen, and be not dismayed at the signs of heaven; for the heathen are dismayed at them. for  the customs of the people are vain: for one cutteth a tree out of the forest, the work of the hands of the workman, with axe. They deck it with silver and with gold; they fasten it with nails and with hammers, that it move not.”
-Jeremiah 10 vs. 1-4

Idolatry can be described as the act of worshipping any power apart from Jehovah God. This invariably are satanic power, principalities, gods, agents, or any other mortal being, image, or object. Idolatry also includes becoming extricably attached to a mortal being to the extent that one depends and trusts in the person for his/her livelihood. A careful study of the scriptures shows that apart from sex sin, no other sin grieves God, as much as Idolatry; not surprisingly, the first of the Ten Commandments is an admonition against Idolatry.

· “You shall have no other gods before me. “You shall not make for yourself a carved image, or any likeness of anything that is in heaven above, or that is in earth beneath, or that is in the water under the earth; You shall not bow down to them nor serve them. For I, the LORD your God, am a jealous God, visiting the iniquity of the fathers on the children to the third and fourth generations of those who hate me,”













         -Exodus 20 vs. 3-5

People holding Leadership positions are often under intense pressure from friends and associates to acquire spiritual powers to protect them from imagined and real enemies. This leads to an unfortunate situation whereby some Christians-Leaders including those who profess to be born-again, seek ‘powers’ from satanic sources in a bid to ‘secure’ themselves. This call for vigilance on the part of all Christians in positions of Leadership, who should always wade off evil advice, refuse to succumb to satanic pressures, and steadfastly hold onto the faith. Avoid placing charms, amulets, wooden carvings, or carved idols on your neck, wrists, waist, in your office, and residence for protective purposes.

You should come to the realization that you are who you are today through God’s divine plan; and ‘there shall no evil befall thee, neither shall any plague come nigh thy dwelling’ as long as you walk with God, trust and abide under His ‘shadow’ -Psalm 91

Christians should always remember that the Lord Almighty is the source of all exaltations; he sets over every nation anyone he wishes. It is therefore foolish to rely on satanic powers to sustain a status, power, or position. 

· “For promotion cometh neither from the east, nor from the the west, nor from the south. 7 But God is the judge: he putteth down one, and setteth up another.”
- KJV –Psalm 75vs. 6-7
· “John answered and said, A man can receive nothing, except it be giving him from heaven.”
-John 3 vs. 27

T

his brings to memory the case of a late popular politician in Ibadan, the Capital town of Oyo State in Southwest Nigeria. He was renown for his evil prowess but died tragically in political detention in the early 80’s during the Military rule. The sad lesson here is that the medicines, charms amulets and the love tortoise the politician was rumoured to tie around his body in other to wade off evils, could not save him in the days of trouble.

“There is no king saved by the multitude of an host: a mighty man is not delivered by much strength. An horse is a vain thing for safety: neither shall he deliver any by his great strength.

          
-Psalm 33 vs. 16-17

Another example is that of the Late Nigerian mystic and magical “Professor”, famous for his ability to cut into pieces and join back various parts of a human body. He died few years ago in the hands of people suspected to be assassins, who stormed his residence and riddled him with bullets. Like the case of the Ibadan politician, his god obviously went to sleep the day it mattered most. Praise God, Jehovah our watcher “neither slumber nor sleep”
· “Behold, he who keeps O Isreal shall neither slumber nor sleep”








-Psalm 121 vs. 4

Christians holding positions of Leadership should be wary of temptations to acquire false protective powers from satanic sources. Fear not. Refuse to compromise your faith. The God who has brought you to occupy that position is more than able to guide you. Play your part by sheepishly obeying his commandments and walking steadfastly before Him, and He will surely honour His promises of being your faithful and reliable shepherd. 
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OCCULTIC PRACTICES
“Then Saul said to his servants, “Find me a woman who is a medium, that I may go to her and inquire of her.” And his servants said to him, “In fact, there is a woman who put is a medium at En Dor.” So Saul disguised himself and put on other clothes, and he went, and two men with him; and they came to the woman by night. And he said, “ Please conduct a séance for me, and bring up for me the one I shall name to you.”


-1 Samuel 28 vs. 7-8

It
 is unfortunate that most public officers in Nigeria (occupying top posts like Ministerial, Governorship, Ambassadorial, and Legislative offices,) who profess to be Christians are also members of various occultic societies like Grail message, Eckankar, Olumba Olumba, Guru Maharaji, Reformed Ogboni Confraternity, and other types of cults. Most Public officers and other people get initiated into various occultic societies early during their lifetime in a desperate, but false attempt to acquire power, status and positions. The Satanic covenants entered into by these ‘Christian’ occult members are reinforced and renewed as they grow in fame, wealth, and status. These categories of Christians seem to forget that they cannot serve God and mammon at the same time.

· “No one can serve two masters; for either he will hate the one and love the other, or else he will be loyal to the one and despise the other. You cannot serve God and mammon.”
              

-Mathew 6 vs. 24
God’s wrath is on anybody who consults mediums, and demons.

· And the person who turn to mediums and familiar spirits, to prostitute himself with them I will set my face against that person and cut him off from his people.




-1 Leviticus 20 vs. 6

Most of these occultic societies believe in the existence of a Supreme being, but deny the  Sonship and Lordship of Jesus Christ. The Bible says we should test every spirit if they are for or against God, and that every spirit that does not profess that Jesus Christ is LORD is the spirit of the Anti Christ.

· “Beloved, do not believe every spirit, but test the spirits, whether they are of God; because many false prophets have gone out into the world.  By this you know the spirit of God: Every spirit that confesses that Jesus Christ has come in the flesh is of God,  and every spirit that does not confess that Jesus Christ has come in the flesh is not of God. And this is the spirit of the Antichrist, which you have heard was coming, and is now already in the world”
-John 4 vs. 1-4

The few who do not belong to such anti christ organizations often employ spiritualists to make inquiries from the ‘gods’ before vital decisions are taken on state matters. In most cases one of the personal aides of these Public officers is a spiritualists. It is widely believed that an Astrologer was one of the closest people to a former Actor-President of the United States of America; the Astrologer was always consulted before any major state decision is taken including those on Presidential traveling schedules. Nigeria’s former Military rulers were also known to have coveted the services of marabouts during their years of misrule. I am aware of an ex- Presidential aspirants during Nigeria’s endless political transition programme of the early 90”s, that habitually consulted a spiritualist known as the ‘king of Witches’ to determine his fate in the Presidential elections. The spiritualist always urged him to pursue the Presidential race steadfastly, prosphesying that the aspirant had been divinely ordained to rule Nigeria. Of course for his false prophecies, ‘king of witches’ was handsomely rewarded. But when the die was cast, the aspirant woefully lost even the Presidential primaries of his party. 

· “And the LORD said to me, “The prophets prophesy lies in my name. I have not sent them, commanded them, nor spoken to them; they prophesy to you a false vision, divination, a worthless thing, and the deceit of their heart.’






        -Jeremiah 14 vs. 14

Experiences have shown that people who make covenants with the devils in order to acquire any thing always pay for it in one way or the other. This explains the tragedies, family and business misfortunes, ill health, crisis and disabilities, which is often the lot of, such leaders either while still in office or after the left office. The 2003 adduction saga in Anambra State of Nigeria exposed how the state Governor, a Catholic, threw his Christians virtues to the winds because of the lure of becoming the State Governor. According to reports, shortly before the Gubernatorial primaries of his political party, his political godfathers demanded that he should swear an oath of loyalty at the shrine. He gladly undertook this in order to please his godfathers, who thereafter manipulated the electoral process both at the party and general elections stage to ensure his emergence as the State Governor. But the Satanic camaderie between the Governor and his godfather soon broke down after he was sworn in, resulting in his forced abduction from office by forces widely alleged to have been sponsored by the estranged godfather. The Psalmist says in 22 vs. 3: “If the foundations be destroyed, what can the righteous do?” the Governor’s saga has exposed the extent Christians are ready to compromise their faith in order to acquire positions and power.

Christian leaders should avoid evil consultations, and refrain from joining occultic societies if they do not want their spiritual life to be contaminated and most importantly lose their salvation.
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FEAR GOD
Fearing God; what does it entail? Simply it means obedience to God’s statutes, Laws and commandments.



Eccl 12:13-14:

· Let us hear the conclusion of the whole matter: “Fear God and keep his commandments, for this is man’s all. For God will bring every work into judgement, including every secret thing, whether good or evil.

Just like a father is pleased with a child that obeys and follows his instructions, Jehovah loves His sons who are willing to do His will and bidding. The Bible says in Isaiah 1 vs. 19: If ye be willing and obedient, ye shall eat the good of the land” (NIV). Just like the way a football team Coach scolds his players for not playing to instructions during a lost game, God punishes those that flouts and ignores His instructions. Isaiah 1vs. 20 (NIV) - ‘but if ye refuse and rebel, ye shall be devoured with the sword: for the mouth of the Lord hath spoken it”


It is recorded in Dake’s Bible that King Saul made 21 unsuccessful attempts to assassinate David. Yet, when David had the opportunity of killing Saul his archenemy, he restrained himself out of the fear of God. Compare David’s attitude to that of a former Military ruler in Nigeria in the 80’s, who ordered the execution of his close friend for allegedly plotting a military coup. If the Military ruler had the heart of David, maybe the alleged coup plotter, a literary genius would not have been wasted.

What are the benefits of fearing God? First, a God fearing person will be able to lead a righteous life free from sin. Second, the person will gain knowledge; possess divine wisdom, and good understanding, to cope with the crises of life. 

· “The fear of LORD is the beginning of knowledge, but fools despise wisdom and instruction."

-Proverbs 1 vs. 7

· “The fear of the LORD is the beginning of the wisdom; A good understanding have all those who do His commandments. His praise endures forever.

-Psalm111 vs. 10

Third, the person will possess the spirit of God helping him/her in all things.

“The spirit of the LORD shall rest upon him, the spirit of wisdom and understanding, the spirit of counsel and might, the spirit of the knowledge and of the fear of the LORD. His delight is in the fear of the LORD, And He shall not judge by the sight of his eyes, Nor decide by the hearing of His ears;” 








-Isaiah11 vs. 2-3
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BROTHERLY LOVE
I
f all Leaders imbibe the scriptural injunction to love their neighbours like themselves, the world will be a better place. Unfortunately self-interest has been the motivating factor behind most actions undertaken by our Leaders and men. In other instances, Myopic and clannish interests often override national interests. A good Christian Leader must have due considerations for the interests of all the people, effectively ensuring the greatest good for the greatest number of people. The cannon law remains “Thou shalt love thy neighbour as thyself” -Leviticus19 vs. 18.
· “By this shall all men know that ye are my disciples, if ye have love one another” –John13 vs. 35
The qualities of agape love as stated in Romans 12 vs. 9-12 include:

i. Sincerity of purpose and honesty of intentions.

ii. Hatred for any appearance of evil.

iii. A passionate desire and commitment to do what is right and proper unto others.

iv. Living a selfless life of sacrifice, a will to help others.

v. Caring about others, bearing their burdens, and being engrossed with their interests.

vi. Forgiveness and not harbouring malice or bitterness against others no matter their offence.
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JUSTICE AND RIGHTEOUSNESS
T
he primary duty and responsibility of kings is to “maintain justice and righteousness” Deut. 16 vs. 20 admonishes Christians to follow justice alone: “ that which is altogether just shalt thou follow”. Proverbs 29 vs. 4 attributes the stability of a polity to its just foundations: “the king by judgement establishest the land”

As earlier stated, human governance was instituted by God to administer Justice and Righteousness. Christians in positions of Leadership therefore have an obligation to initiate and execute policies that will ensure a just and equitable allocation of resources to the people. The profit of the land is for all, and not for a few.

How does a Christian Leader entrench justice and Righteousness?

First, he/she must judge fairly, not perverting the course of justice to favour the rich or to be partial to the poor.

· “You shall do no injustice in judgement. You shall not be partial to the poor, nor honor the person of the mighty. In righteousness you shall judge your neighbor”-Lev19 vs. 15

Second, he/she must be committed to defending the rights of the poor, vulnerable, marginalized and voiceless. The basis of the fundamental human rights contained in international, national Laws and conventions really lie in the scriptures. Proverbs 31 vs.9 urges Christians to advocate for the rights of the oppressed: “Open your mouth, judge righteously, and plead the cause of the poor and needy.”

Third, Isaiah 1 vs. 17, and Zech. 7:8-10 urge Christians to be well intentioned in all their activities, and bear the burden of the oppressed, orphaned, and widows:

· “Learn to do good; Seek, justice rebuke the oppressor; defend the fatherless, plead for the widow”
-Isaiah1 vs.17

Fourth,  a Christian Leader must not support the enactment of a Legislation that increases the yoke and burden on the poor, orphans, widows, or the oppressed. He/she must not initiate policies or programmes that further marginalizes and pauperizes the poor. Any Christian leader that promotes anti people laws and policies is under a divine curse.
· “ Woe to those who decree unrighteous decree, who write misfortune, which they have prescribed to rob the needy of justice, and to take what is right from the poor of my people, that widows may be their prey, any that they may rob the fatherless.” 
-Isaiah10 vs.1-2

Fifth, as a corollary to the above exhortations, the Bible demands that mercy and compassion should be expressed to one another, particularly to the needy, poor, widow, alien, and fatherless. It is compulsory on a Christian in Leadership position to implement policies in this direction:

· “Then the word of LORD came to Zechariah, saying ‘thus says the LORD of hosts: Execute true justice, show mercy and compassion every to his brother. Do not oppress the widow or the fatherless, the alien or the poor. Let none of you plan evil in his heart against his brother.
-Zech.7 vs.8-10 
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SEEKING GOD’S COUNSEL
The scriptures describe the Holy Spirit as the Wonderful Counselor Isaiah9 vs.6. The Holy Spirit and power have been made available to all believers since the days of Pentecost, but most Christians have not appropriated this all-important gift. The result is that most believers rely on human reasoning instead of seeking counsel from the supernatural. One important principle for Christians holding sensitive positions is the need to enquire from God before taking any decision. Always link up to the Holy Spirit if you wish to be successful as an earthly king, because “with Him is wisdom and strength, he hath counsel and understanding” –Job12 vs.13. In effect, the golden rule for Christians is-first seek the counsel of Holy Ghost before taking any decision. David knew this principle so well and used it to his advantage, as he always enquired from the Lord before taking any major decision. This accounts for his successes in every battle he fought.

A story in 1 Samuel 23, relates how king David twice enquired of the Lord to know if he should go ahead and attack the Philistines. God approved the attack and gave David the additional responsibility of saving Keilah. David diligently and successfully executed the task inflicting heavy losses on the Philistines and saving the people of Keilah. If David had not sought the face of God, he would not have been used for the deliverance of the people of Keilah. Another instance when David sought divine direction before embarking on any activity or action was after the Amalekites invaded Zilag and took away his two wives and children, and those of his followers. King David enquired from the Lord on what to do, and  God instructed him to pursue the raiders, with an assurance that he would surely overtake and recover all at the end of counter attack, the Bible records in 1 Samuel 30 vs. 18 that “David recovered all that the Amalekites had carried away: and David rescued his two wives”. If David had not sought the face of God in that state of despair and hopelessness, he would not have had the courage and initiative to pursue, overtake and recover, and would have most likely been stoned to dealth by his aggrieved followers.

King Jehoshaphat also understood this success principle very well. 2Chro18 vs. 14 records that he advised Ahab, king of Isreal to first seek the counsel of the Lord before attacking Ramoth Gilead. It is instructive that though Ahab accepted his advice, he ignored the prophecy given by the man of God, Micaiah son of Imla, and accepted the false prophecy of the 400 lying prophets. For refusing to obey the man of God, Ahab paid dearly with his life. The story of King Uzziah of Judah as recounted in 2 Chro. 26, further underlines the need to stay tuned to the Holy Spirit at all times. The Bible records that: “He sought God in the days of Zechariah, who had understanding in the visions of God; and as long as he sought the Lord, God made him prosper.” (Vs 5)…But when he was strong his heart was lifted up, to his destruction, for he transgressed against the LORD his God by entering the temple of the LORD to burn incense on the altar if incense.”
(Vs 16.)
I

n successes and victories, Christians must continuously humble themselves before the spirit of God. Leaders must always seek the face of God for direction because they are always faced with taking difficult decisions, and resolving crises. Whereas crisis management is a virtue of good leadership, the Holy Spirit is the one to help, direct and counsel us whenever we are faced with these critical situations. An effective way of seeking the face of God is through aggressive praise and worship, fellowshipping with the Holy Spirit in tongues, and having a quiet time with the Holy Spirit. God promises to give divine instruction to those who choose to wait on Him: Ps 32:8- “I will instruct you and teach you in the way you should go; I will guide you with my eye.” 
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BRIBERY AND CORRUPTION

Bribery and Corruption are intertwined evils that drain the resources of most Nations as funds that should have been otherwise spent on executing developmental projects end up in private pockets. In Nigeria, Corruption is pervasive and endemic; the popular expression used to describe the malaise is that Nigerian officials are not only corrupt, but corruption is official. The spirit of mammon is being the compulsive desire to accumulate wealth by fair and foul means. The propensity to accumulate filthy lucre is high because money is seductive and intoxicating. Corruption cannot be decreed out, as long as there are goods and services to possess with money. Human needs and desires are unlimited. Human beings naturally have an insatiable appetite for material possessions, and money can never be enough to buy all needs and luxuries. This explains why all attempts to minimize corruption had achieved little success.

Only Leaders with the spirit of God can have the grace to live above board. Only Leaders with the fear of God will look the other way, when opportunities to loot the treasury with ease, and be commended for being ‘smart’ beckon.

There are several express injunctions in the scriptures on the issues of Bribery and Corruption. Some of them, self-explanatory are stated below:

On  Bribery
· “Do not pervert justice or show partiality. Do not accept a bribe, for a bribe blinds the eyes of the wise and twists the words of the righteous”. (NIV) -Deut. 16vs. 19

· “The king establishes the land by justice, but he who receives bribes overthrows it.”

· “By justice a king gives a country stability, but one who is greedy for bribes tears it down.” (NIV)-Prov 29:4
· “He who walks righteously and speaks uprightly, He who despises the gain of oppressions, Who gestures with his hands, refusing bribes, Who stops his ears from hearing of bloodshed, And shuts his eyes from seeing evil- He will dwell on the heights; His place of defence will be the fortress of rocks; Bread will be given him, His water will be sure”

· “He who walks righteously and speaks what is right, who rejects gain from extortion and keeps his hand from accepting bribes, who stops his ears against plots of murder and shuts his eyes against contemplating evil-this is the man who will dwell on the heights, whose refuge will be the mountain fortress. His bread will be supplied, and water will not fail him.” (NIV) –Isa 33: 15-1

On Corruption

· “Treasures of wickedness profit nothing, But righteousness delivers from death.”

· “Ill-gotten treasures are of no value, but righteousness delivers from death.” (NIV) -Proverbs 10:2
· “Wealth gained by dishonesty will be diminished, but he who gathers by labor will increase.”

· “Dishonest money dwindles away, but he who gathers money little by little makes it grow.” (NIV)
-Prov.13 vs 11

· “Getting treasures by a lying tongue is the fleeting fantasy of those who seek death.”

· “A fortune made by a lying tongue is a fleeting vapor and a deadly snare. (NIV)
-Prov.21 vs 6
· “And he said to them, “Take heed and beware of covetousness, for one’s life does not consist in the abundance of his possessions.” 

· “Then he said to them, “Watch out; be on your guard against all kinds of greed; a man’s life does not consist in the abundance of his possessions.” (NIV) -Luke12 vs 15
· “For what will it profit a man if he gains the whole world, and loses his own soul?” 



· “What good is it for a man to gain the whole world, yet forfeit his soul?” (NIV)
-Mark  8 vs36
In regard to Bribery and Corruption related issues, the Character model for all Christians is Daniel. He was transparently honest and incorruptible while serving as one of the three Vice Presidents in the kingdom of Babylon. The records of his outstanding integrity as stated in the book of Daniel 6 vs4 shows that he was exceptionally blameless, such that his enemies could not find fault with him.

· “At this, the administrators and the satraps tried to find grounds for charges against Daniel in his conduct of government affairs, but they were unable to do so. They could find no corruption in him, because he was trustworthy and neither corrupt nor negligent.” NIV
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PRIESTS AND PROPHETS
Every Christian Leader must submit to the Spiritual Leadership of a Priest and/or a prophet. In the contemporary Church, the ministering officials in most cases play the dual role of a Priest and a Prophet. In some cases Churches, however, these two offices are separated. A priest according to biblical usage is a man or woman who ministers in the name of the Lord (See Duet.18 vs 5) and a prophet is he who speaks a word in the name of the Lord (See Duet.18 vs20). The significance of the priestly position is underlined in Malachi 2 vs 7 thus:
· “For the lips of a priest should keep knowledge, and people should seek the law from his mouth; for he is the messenger of the LORD of hosts.
Amos 3 vs7 in confirming the functionality of priests as Messengers of God states that the Lord Almighty gives his earthly Servants the privilege of having a fore knowledge of his plans and actions:” Surely the Lord GOD does nothing, unless he reveals his secret to his servants the prophets.

It is recorded in 2 Chronicles 20 vs 13-14 that when King Jehoshaphat was faced with the task of deciding whether to lead an invasion against the Moabites and Ammonites, he gathered all the people of Judah and Jerusalem in an assembly and enquired of the Lord about what to do. It is significant to note that the Lord almighty answered Jehoshaphat’s prayer through a Levite (a Priest): “All Judah was standing before the LORD, with their infants, their wives and their children. Then in the midst of the assembly the Spirit of the LORD came upon Jahaziel the son of Zechariah, the Levite of the sons Asaph”

King Jehoshaphat recognized this unique and strategic role of priests and prophets in a nation, and counselled all his subjects to respect the words spoken by these Messengers of God: 

· Hear me, O Judah and you inhabitants of Jerusalem: “Believe in the Lord your God, and shall be established; believe his prophets, and you shall prosper.” -2Chron 20:20

We should also remember that when king David was fleeing from Saul, God protected him by sending a prophet to him with an instruction that he should not abide in the cave of Adulam, but should depart to the land of Judah. (See 1 Samuel 22 for the full story)
From the foregoing, it is obvious that every Christian must identify himself with a local Church where the word of God of is taught and preached in deed and in truth. By virtue of the dispensation of grace, God speaks directly to individuals, not withstanding, we should respect the other route of communication between the Lord and his Servants. The Church is the body of Christ, headed by Jesus Christ. Pastors are human representatives of God in various Churches. It is a spiritual principle that God through the Holy Spirit routes messages, instructions, and blessings through our Pastors.

It is common practice that some highly placed Christians wish to control their Pastors, either because of the exalted positions they are occupying or because of the relatively huge tithes and offerings they contribute to the Church. They believe the Church Leadership should be sub-servant to them. Such people think that it is a privilege for the local church to have somebody like them as members and find it difficult to humble themselves like ordinary members of the Church. Christians who behave as such are manifesting the spirit of witchcraft. Any Pastor who allows himself to be turned into an errand boy or girl of such a ‘big’ member will definitely lose his anointing, if he has any. Such Pastors are best described as ‘bread and butter’ Pastors.

No matter how highly placed a Christian Leader is, he must submit himself to the authority of the church, and humbly participate in all church programmes and activities. The servant is not above his master. A Christian Leader should know that he is not above his priest or prophet. Every person is equal before the throne of God. Jesus Christ used a little child to explain what is expected of every good Christian:
“At the same time came the disciples came unto Jesus, saying, Who is greatest in the kingdom of heaven?” And Jesus called a little child unto him, and set him in the midst of them, And said “Verily I  say to you, unless ye be converted, and become as little children, ye shall not enter the kingdom of heaven. Whosoever therefore shall humble himself as this little child, the same is greatest in the kingdom of heaven.”


-Mathew 18 vs 1-4
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AUTHORITARIANISM AND DICTATORSHIP

A
 good Christian Leader must not over centralized powers to himself. Though, the buck should and will always stop at his desk, he should appoint competent Lieutenants to assist him in the discharge of his functions. He must decentralize decision-making and policy implementation process, and delegate powers to others. He must appoint competent persons to assist him in the discharge of his duties and also give the followers a sense of belonging.

The account of Moses’ inability to solely administer justice to all Israelites succinctly shows the need for delegation of duties by helmsmen. Jethro, Moses father gave an epochal counsel to Moses on effective ways of governing the people. He told Moses who hitherto was single handedly labouring to administer justice to the Israelites encamped at Mount Sinai, that he should appoint able, capable, sincere, truthful, just and God fearing men as Lieutenants to assist him to govern the people; or else he (Moses) would overwork himself:

“Moreover you should select from all people able men, such as fear God, men of truth, hating covetousness; and place such over them to be rulers of thousands, rulers of hundreds, rulers of fifties, and rulers of tens. And let them judge the people at all times. Then it will be that every great matter they shall bring to you, but every small matter, they themselves shall judge. So it will be easier for you, for they will bear the burden with you. If you do this thing, and God commands you, then you will be able to endure, and all this people will also o to their place in peace” –Exodus 18 vs. 21-22

 The experience of Moses as recounted in this Chapter shows that delegation of power expedite decision-making process and lessens the workload of leaders. No Christian Leader should believe he or she alone can do all the work, or he/she has a monopoly of wisdom. We thank God for the Holy Spirit who is present at all times to counsel us alright, but wisdom demands that a Leader should not overwork him/herself, but rather appoint righteous people as assistants.
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PROCLAIMING A FAST
Whenever we fast, we are humbling our spirit before the Lord Almighty and arousing His attention towards us. A good Christian Leader must have a good understanding of the spiritual significance of fasting and have the will to engage in this self-denial, and also proclaim a fast among the people as need be. There are several biblical accounts that support this position. When the Moabites, Ammonites, and some Edomites gathered to make war against Judah… “…. Jeoshaphats feared, and set himself to seek the LORD, and proclaimed a fast throughout all Judah. So Judah gathered together to ask help from the LORD.” –2 Chronicles 20 vs 3-4. As a result of this act of humility, God fought on behalf of the people of Judah and gave them cause to rejoice over the enemies (vs.27)

The story of how the Ninevehites were able to avert imminent destruction by humbling themselves before God in fasting is also worthy considering. Jonah, on the directives of God went to Nineveh town and proclaimed a prophecy on its streets that the town would be destroyed in 40days time. The Bible records in Jonah 3 vs 6-10 that when the: 

“Then God saw their works, that they turned from their evil way; and God relented from the disaster that He had said He would bring upon them, and He did not do it.”
The faith and humility of King of Niveneh is worthy of emulation by all Christians in Leadership positions. 

A

 Leader should be able to mobilize the citizenry to intercede for the nation or institution in praying and fasting, in order to wade off calamity, seek divine solutions to intractable problems, or simply to worship God, the Creator of all things.
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HUMILITY

The downfall of many Leaders is attributable to arrogance and pride. Many Leaders start well with humble beginnings, but end badly with a heart lifted up. A good leader must have a humble heart and humane disposition. He must emulate our Lord Jesus Christ who was so humble and mingled ordinarily with his disciples and flowers. It took one of his disciples to identify him to His accusers. A true Christian Leader must not act as a god over his/her subordinates. He/she should always remember that God exalts the meek and humbles the proud.

The Bible records in 2 Chronicles 26 that as long as king Uzzaih sought the Lord, God gave him success (vs5), unfortunately after Uzzaih became powerful; his pride led his downfall (vs16)

The rise and fall of Haman as recounted in the book of Esther aptly illustrates the evils of arrogance and pride, and the destruction that lies ahead. Haman, a Chief of staff to king Ahasuerus treated his subordinates with disdain, contempt, arrogance, and even with wickedness. His pride, however, led to his downfall, as Mordecai (one of his subordinates that he had treated with much contempt and disdan) was not only elevated far above him, but he (Haman) was hung on the 75 feet gallows that he had ordered to be prepared for Mordecai’s execution.

Lastly, let us reflect on the experiences of King Nebuchadnezzar of Babylon who was severely punished by the Lord Almighty for glorifying himself in thinking that he built Babylon by his might and power:  

· “He was driven away from people and ate grass like cattle. His body was drenched with the dew of heaven until his hair grew like the feathers of an eagle and his nails like the claws of bird.”

-Daniel 4 vs 33(NIV)
However, the Most High God restored his sanity, honour and splendor after he humbled himself. Giving a testimony on his travails, Nechadenezzar in Daniel 4 vs 37 that:

· “Now I, Nebuchadenezzar, praise and exalt and glorify the King of heaven, because everything he does is right and all his ways are just. And those who walk in pride he is able to humble.” (NIV)

A

 Christian Leader must remain humble, no matter high the position he occupies. The grandeur of power and the trappings of office must not carry him away. He/she must remain level headed, approachable, and receptive to advice. Moreover, the Leader should always meditate on Mathew 23 vs 12, which states:” And whoever exalts himself will be humbled, and he who humbles himself will be exalted.” 
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SELF-GLORIFICATION
Leaders should refrain form all acts of self-glorification and immortalisation. They should beware of professional singers, Yes men, Sycophants, fair weather friends, and those popularly known as ‘Any Government in power’ (AGIP). These categories of people are mere fortune seekers who are only interested in the pecuniary benefits of Leadership positions.

i. A Leader should not attempt too immortalize him/herself while in office, by naming streets, public buildings or monuments after himself. The good works of Leaders will immortalized them not only physically but also in the hearts of the people.

The Yoruba ethnic group in Nigeria, because of the enduring legacies he left behind as Premier of the Old Western region in the early 60’s, idolizes one of Nigeria’s Nationalist- the Late Chief Obafemi Awolowo. There is hardly a major town in the core Yoruba states of Lagos, Ondo, Osun, Oyo, Ekiti and Ogun where a major street had not been named after the Late Politician. A similar case is Late General Murtala Muhammed whose short reign of about 201 days in 1975/76 as Nigeria’s Military Head of State is still remembered with nostalgia for its dynamism and people centered policies. Though these two Leaders cited above are not known to be born again Christians during their life times, they showed better examples of piety in Leadership, than most Christians who occupied or are presently occupying Leadership positions.

ii.
Leaders should avoid accepting honours, awards, and titles during their tenure

Often times, such honours or awards are seeking Greek gifts as the Conferees have undeclared motives. If accepted, the hands of the recipient may become tied to the whim and caprice of the giver. A Leader should politely turn down such gifts, and advise those who wish to appreciate him or her to wait until he/she leaves office. Experiences have shown that you may not know your true friends while in office.

ii. Lastly, a Leader should always bear in mind the Solomon exhortation in Proverbs 27 vs 2:


 “Let another man praise you, and not your own mouth; A stranger, 
 
and not your own lips.”
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BOLDNESS AND COURAGE

A Christian Leader must be bold and courageous. Leaders should be able to take decisions, and stick unto them, no matter whose ox is gored. The Bible says: “ the righteous are bold as lion” -Proverbs 28 vs 1; and “God has not given us a spirit of fear, but of power of love and of a sound mind” -2 Timothy 1 vs 7

T

he focus of a good Leader should be the general good, or pursuit of the national interests. Therefore, a Leader ought not to be afraid of stepping on toes. He or she should be able to firmly exercise power at his disposal to execute policies fairly and equitably to all parties concerned. They should not be afraid of the privilege few that will ultimately give account.

· “You shall not show partiality in judgement; you shall hear the small as well as the great; you shall not be afraid in any man’s presence, for the judgement is God’s”
-Deut. 1 vs 17
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MODEL BIBLICAL LEADERS
Mordecai

“M
ordecai the Jew was second in rank to King Xerxes, preeminent among the Jews, and held in high esteem by his many fellow Jews, because he worked for the good of his people and spoke up for the welfare of all the Jews.”  NIV–Esther 10 vs 3

Queen Esther

D
id not forsake her people when exalted, but used her royal position to save her people from the hand of Haman, and other enemies of the Jews (See the book of Esther for details)
Daniel

His banner was stainless when he was one of the three Vice presidents in the Kingdom of Babylon. He was diligent, God fearing, and faultless.


Noah

“T
his is the account of Noah. Noah was a righteous man, blameless among the people of his time, and he walked with God.” 







–NIV Genesis 6 vs 9

Moses

“N
ow Moses was a very humble man, more humble than anyone else on the face of the earth”.  NIV 
–Numbers 12 vs 3

Nehemiah, Governor of Judah

As recorded in Nehemiah 5, he executed the following people centered reforms:

i. He rebuked the Jewish nobles and officials for exacting usury (a 1% interest paid per month on loans) from the Jews who returned from captivity and directed that the returnee Jews should not be further charged. This is in compliance with the Mosaic laws, which forbade taking interests on loans given to fellow brethren (See Exodus22 vs 25; Lev. 26 vs 36)
ii. He ordered the Jewish nobles, moneylenders and officials to immediately hand back to the owners possessions mortgaged to them by their fellow brethren in exchange for loans. These include Vineyards, Olive groves, and houses.

iii. He abolished the payment of the King’s tax – 40 shekels of silver collected from every citizen.

iv. He abolished Lordism by the King’s assistants over the people.

v. He refrained from acquiring land, which would have rendered his people landless.

vi. He fed 150 Jews and Officials, and other aliens, at his table daily.

vii. By convention, one ox, six choice sheep, and some poultry were allocated to him daily, and abundant supplies of wine of all kinds should be allocated to him every ten days. However, he never demanded for these privilege
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Though the underlying principles of Capitalism and Socialism are in the Bible, Nations have not made a success of these two dominant ideologies, not necessarily because of defects in these ideologies. The fact is that there is a non-political force that influences the thoughts of men, and controls the destiny of Nations. The solutions to the problems of human race are therefore not ideological. The problem is neither in the structure or system of government, it is spiritual.





A Christian must have absolute trust and faith in God to sustain, promote, guide watch over and deliver him from all harm, evil and trouble.





Our ability to tackle and overcome the myriads of problems and battles of life is predicated on one’s knowledge, understanding and wisdom. And divine wisdom is bestowed on only those that fear God.





“Moreover, the profit of the earth is for all” –Ecclesiastes 5 vs 9





Christians in Leadership positions must bring Glory to God by the saintly life pattern. He/she should abide by the biblical code of conduct, shun ostentatious living be transparently and openly honest, and be trustworthy.





“Now Daniel so distinguished himself among the administrators and the satraps by his exceptional qualities that the King planned to set him over the whole kingdom. At this, the administrators and the satraps tried to find grounds for charges against Daniel in his conduct of government affairs, but they were unable to do so. They could find no corruption in him, because he was trustworthy and neither corrupt nor negligent.” 


-Daniel 6 vs 4 NIV








