LESSON:3

RESTITUTION/RECONCILIATION

Text: Acts.24: 16; Lk.19: 8-9;Lev.6: 1-5;Exo.22: 1-17; II Sam.12: 1-6,11-12,I Jn.3: 19-22

Memory verse: Act.24: 16

Blessed are the undefiled in the way, whose conscience are void of offence towards God and men in assurance of salvation at the glorious appearance of the Lord. God has called us out of darkness, so that as children of light we will walk unblamebly among the ungodly, for unrighteous shall not inherit the kingdom of God. Phil.2:15-16; I Jn.3:19-22; Acts.24:16; I Cor.6:8-9

DEFINITION:

A) Restitution is the restoration of all ill or deceitfully acquired possession to the rightful owner to portray genuine conversation and new nature. Lk.19: 8-9.

B) It can also be defined as the returning of the things, which a man wrongfully or violently acquired by means of fraud or in a crooked way.

Restitution although an injunction in the law.Lev.6:1-7; Ex.22:1-31 ;cannot be nullified through faith because it is in keeping  with principle of righteousness as commanded by God. Rom.3: 31;Mt.5:20; Acts.24:16; Lk.19:8-9; I Pet.3:21.

.It is erroneous to teach as some purport that a man should not restore ill gotten or wrongfully acquired properties to the rightful owner-irrespective of a trouble conscience. See the clarity of the conscience as requisite for salvation Acts.24: 16; Rom.9:1-2; II Cor.1:12;4:2; ITim.1:5-19; 11 Tim. 1:3; Heb.10:22; I Pet.3:12-16,21

SCRIPTURAL PRINCIPLES FOR RESTITUTION 

As much as restitution is very important as commanded by the Lord, its becomes more important that a man be properly guided in restitution so that our good is not evil spoken of or be as a stumbling block to another. (Rom.14:13,16,19)

 RESTITUTION OF ITEMS OR POSSESSIONS ACQUIRED BEFORE CONVERSION   

Act17: 30; I Cor.7:23; Eph.4:28, 2:8-9; Jn.19:30; II Cor.5:17

The greatest sin a man can commit against God is to reject the only begotten son of God (Jn.3: 18-19) but as one comes to God through faith in Christ, he receives grace, all his sins forgiven by virtue of the atonement in the blood of Jesus Christ. It therefore implies that all those possessions acquired deceitfully and dubiously before conversion have been restituted by Christ death. The debt fully paid except in some outstanding cases where Holy Spirit brings about the convictions to restitute items acquired in unbelief. Should there be such convictions, restitution can only be done under close supervision and counseling of an accomplished servant of God. Great care should be taken so that a man by restitution does not cast stumbling block for another because God is not the author of confusion. Restitution should seek to glorify God alone and not out of emotion and self will 

2.   RESTITUTION AFTER CONVERTION -AMONG BELIEVERS
If a man be a Christian it is expected that he has died to sin and is living a new life of righteousness. Restitution should be made by a Christian who by deceit or fraud acquired a possession (thing or money) and through a better understanding of the scriptures, if he is convicted that he has sin against God by such illegal possession. The truth is here that as one exercise to broaden his knowledge in God’s word (Law) sin becomes exceeding sinful, because by studying to show your self approved unto God, there is the tendency to have knowledge of sin, Rom.7:7; 3;20; Jn.8:31-32.Restitution was commanded by God to Israel Lev.6:1-7; Ex.22:1-31; King David unknowingly judge himself to restore fourfold -Sam.12:1-7; Zacheous promised to restore fourfold -Lk.19:8,9.Wives,properties and money e.t.c were restored .Gen.20:14; 25:27.In the end, all unlawful possessions with out delay. Restitution shows genuine conversion, a change heart and new life.

UNGODLY METHODS OF ACQUISATION AND CONDITIONS FOR WHICH RESTITUTION IS REQUIRED DISCUSS:
I. Fraud: I Cor.6:8 

II. Deceit: Lev.6:1-4; Mic.6:11,12

III. Obtaining by trick-419: (I Cor.6; 9-10)

IV. Theft: I Cor.6: 10; Mal.3: 8-11

V. Extortion: I Cor.6:10 ; I Sam.2:12-17,29,30

VI.  Forgery: :Jn .8:44; Rev.21:8;22:15

VII. Being in possession of a reportedly destroyed, lost or stolen item. Should a Christian keep lost but found items? Should a Christian pick money or items found in public places, if yes, what should the next action be?

VIII. Willful destruction done to people’s property for which the aggrieved fellows demand restoration.

IX. Private use of official properties and items, without permission of the authorities concerned.

RECONCILIATION 

Text: Act.24:16 ; Rom.12:18; Heb.12:14; Mt.5:9;22:25;18:7; Eph.2:14-17; I Cor.5:18.
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