LESSON –2
CONVERSION

Text:      Jn.6: 37, 44-45;Act.26: 18; 3:19-23; Psalm19:7;Eph 2:8-10; Matt.18:1-3 ;Col:1 :13: Acts.20:21;Mk.1:15 

Memory verse: Matt.18: 3

INTRODUCTION: The deprave man is spiritually impotent and is a captive of the devil. He lost the glory and the domineering role God appointed him at creation. The helpless state of man is such that requires the Mighty hand of God to deliver him from the power of darkness and satanic dominion. God had ordained that salvation must be by grace seeing man's inability to regain freedom through self-effort. Again, it takes the supernatural power of God to open the eyes of men, turning them from darkness to light and from Satan unto God since the grace that bringeth salvation comes from God, it thus follows that "THE JUST SHALL LIVE BY FAITH" according to the word of God. Heb.2: 4; Gal.3: 11 Rom.1: 17. This implies that for a man to be made a partaker of this free gift of God, a penitent should exercise himself to obey God's word and have faith in the Lord Jesus Christ Act.20: 21; Deut .18:15-19; ActS.3: 19-23; Phil.3: 9 Rom 9.31-32

A penitent is a self-righteous man or moralist whose works never receive the commendation of God Isa.64:6;Titus3:5 Eph.2 :8-9; II Cor10:18; the inevitable grace of God for man's salvation . It takes God himself therefore to open the door of faith to man. Act.14: 47 as well as to break through man's stony hearth with an enlightened understanding of the word of God. 11 Cor.4:4 - 6; I Jn.5:20; Phil.2:3. After repentance, there is need to fill the vacuum of the past life with the word of God by faith in Christ.

DEFINITION: It is drawn from the original Hebrew word "Shuwb" and greek word "Epistrophe" meaning to turn back return or yield to God's word.

(a) Conversion can therefore be defined as that operation of God in turning ,wheeling or re-directing a penitent through exercising faith and obedience of the word unto righteousness. Deut.18: 13 - 19; Ps.19:7-9 ;   Jer.31:18,19; Lam.5:21;Acts.3:19-23; Mal:4:5,6

(b)The new testament concept of conversion can be define as that work of grace in the subconscious where by the Holy spirit cause the penitent to heartily return to God conforming to righteousness through believing the word and confessing faith in Christ, as basis for salvation and new life -Rom.10:1-4; Eph.2:8-9 ; Act.26:18 11Peter .1:4 ;11 Cor.5:21 Rom.5:7-19

NOTES:

At conversion a man is baptized spiritually into Christ. This is an operation portrayed physically by water baptism as symbol of genuine conversation Acts.2; 38; Mk.16:16;1 Cor.12:13;Rom.6:3-4; Gal.3:27 .It is this spiritual baptism which in itself is a figure. 1Peter.3: 21

The New Testament doctrine of conversion should be understood as complete trust and yielded ness to Christ and is word. It is a life of a commitment to a new faith, Master and Lord (Jesus Christ) conversion implies faith in Christ and new life of righteousness according to spiritual injunctions and guidance of the Holy Spirit. Conversion is opposed to self-righteousness and misrepresentations of the law by rituals.Matt.23: 23;Lk.11: 42;Rom.9: 31-32 Phil.3:9; Conversion is non-renewal process. It is an instant experience as a penitent turn to God by faith. it is the basis and the very beginning of a changed life. Conversion and repentance are the basic essence in the new birth. In conversion man play a minimal role since this is of the Holy Spirit that uses the word of God, to convert a soul. John.16: 7-11; 6:44; 45,46,65; Phil.2: 13; 1 Peter 1:2 

FACTS ABOUT CONVERSION     
Since conversion is purely the work of God in which man play's a minimal role, it is important to know that it can only be considered on the basis of a genuine experience or one can not be said to be converted at all. It means that a truly repented soul or nation will receive this all-important grace by yielding to the word. The thorough work of conversion can only be of temporal or monetary significance, when man resort to luke warmness or go into backsliding rendering the initial grace ineffective. Conversion like every other acts of God’s grace can be counterfeited through hypocrisy.

1. GENUINE OR TRUE CONVERSATION :

This is the conforming of the spirit man in a penitent to obeying God's word and profession of faith in Christ thus affecting the behavioral pattern in newness of life. It is an outward display of righteousness according to the word of God being rooted in the heart, where this grace is imputed. It is a total deliverance from the power of darkness and Satan, being translated into the kingdom of Christ with a change status and freedom accruing to God's children. In a genuine experience, there must be deepness of the word of God, the human mind with a corresponding walk in the new vocation. A genuine convert is actively committed to Christ and is consumed by the zeal of the Lord Ps.69: 9; Lk.2: 49; 1Pet.2: 5.Genuine conversation is the basis for fruitfulness.Mt.3:7-9;Rom.6:1,2;I Pet.1: 2. Examples Ruth (1:16-18).Naaman 11 Kings.5:15;17:18 Zaccheous.Luk.19:8,9; The Eunuch Acts.8:30-38;:Paul.Acts.9:1-20

2. TEMPORAL OR MOMENTARY CONVERSION:

This is the case of a genuine conversation short-lived. Here the work of grace is lost through cares and pleasures of life or afflictions such that it becomes unfruitful. This results, when there is no continue yielding and commitment. This always ends in luke warmness or backsliding. Genuine conversation should have a corresponding yielding to, and application of the word on a daily basis otherwise it can be lost immortality.Mt.13: 13:20-22; Heb.10: 23-39; 17-19; 4:1-2;Jn.8: 31.After conversion men ought to strive to perfect holiness in the fear of God continually. Example: Orpah-Ruth.1:1-14 .Demas-Col.4:14; II Tim.4:10

3. NATIONAL CONVERSATION:

God can turn a whole nation to him self. This instant national yield to God brings about God's blessing as long as they remain obedient to God's word. The nation of Israel intermittently turn unto God in the days of Moses, Joshua and the judges especially when the anguish of anger, famine or even peril of sword ensued resulting from their backsliding.Ex.33:1-10;Josh.24:21,24;Judg.6:7. Nineveh also repented at the preaching of Jonah, turning man and cattle back to God Jn.3: 10 although they later went back to sin. There must be a continued back-up in righteousness when conversion is received .I Cor.10: 12;Rom.5: 21

4. HYPOCRISY:
Genuine conversion must show an outward life of righteousness rooted in the inner man, but a hypocritical attitude in counterfeiting a genuine experience seek to receive approval of man, an outward show without a hearty turning unto the Lord. The hypocrite goes about establishing his own righteousness by works in pretence without yielding to the word of God. It is without hearty commitment to Christ. It is based on carnal principles and eye service Mt.6: 2,5,16. The hypocrite is ill motivated and self-willed. (Double standard) hypocrisy will undoubtedly send a man to hell Mtt.23:33 Example: Gehazi II Kgs.4:29-31;5:20-27;  Joab II Sam.14:1-20.

 CONCLUSION    

When a penitent turns to God through believing the word of God and faith in Christ, righteousness is imputed unto him freely .He obtains freedom from Satan and simultaneously integrated into God's family. This confers on him the right and a privilege accruing to the Son of God by grace .The fundamentals of conversion includes repentance and faith in Christ. These are the basic element of conversion although the Holy Spirit carries out the major role when a man has truly repented from sin. Conversion though definite and a non-renewal experience can be lost through backsliding, of which one is restored through repentance and return to formal obedience. Repentance and conversion form the essence of new birth. Conversion must be followed up with a life of satisfaction. Are you converted to simply following others church? Check your life! 
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