LESSON 1

REPENTANCE TOWARDS GOD

TEXT: 1 KINGS15; 1-32; EZEK. 18:30-32;

 ROM. 3:10-18; JOEL 2:12-13; 

MATT.3: 2; ACTS. 2:38; 17:22-31

MEMEORY VERSE: LUKE 15:10 Likewise, I say unto you there is joy in the presence of the angels of God over one sinner that repentant.

INTRODUCTION: Originally man was created in the image and likeness of God after righteousness and true holiness. And because the fear of God reigns in man, he had authority to dominate all creation, all of creation being, in himself obedient to God. Gen. 1:26; Eph 4:23; 2:10

Fellowship between God and man was very cordial until sin came bringing with it condemnation, enmity and death which became hereditary to all generations of mankind born of woman. Gen. 3:8, Roms.. 5:12; Psalm 51:5; Jeremiah 2:21; John 7:7, 19 with the fall, man degenerated into bondage and was his lifetime under satanic dominance. Thank God who commended his love towards man, calling every generation to return to His perfect will through repentance. Heb:1:1

DEFINITION: The Biblical concepts of repentance are: 

(a):The attitude of man out of heartfelt grief or remorse and changing his mind about sin, renounces it conscientiously in penitence. Acts 2:37-38; 11 Cor. 7:10

(b) Men sorrowfully turning away from sin and heartily turning to God in their conscious state, Joel 2:12-13. 

Note: Repentance is not indulgence, asceticism etc. It is not being ritualistic, it is neither penance nor afflicting oneself but all right penitence. It is complete change of mind.

1. THE PREACHING OF REPENTANCE
God in all ages has always called man to return to His perfect will and inheritance due to the nature of his love for humanity. Through the years men chosen by God have preached the message of repentance both in the old and New Testament era. Jonah preach in Nineveh Jonah.3:1-10, Prophet Ezekiel preached the message of repentance Ezek.18:1-30; John the Baptist Matt.3:2; Peter and Paul among other apostles preached repentance Acts.2:38, 7:30,even our lord Jesus Christ himself calls for repentance I Kings.13:3-5; Heb.1:1-2; Rev 2:5

2.  REPENTANCE: A RENUNCIATION OF SIN  

 In genuine repentance, sin must be renounced. Sin is the denial of all the authority and obligation to God: it is the transgression of the law Jn.3:4; Ps.14:1;53: Rom.1:18-21; II Thess.2:10-12.

i) The origin of sin. DISSCUSS: 

(Isa.14: 12-20;)Ezek.28:11-19;Gen.3:1-14;Psa51:5;Rom.5:12

ii) The redemptive work of Christ: DISCUSS:
(Gen.3: 15;Rom.6:23;5:15-19;Gal.4:4-5 )God demands absolute renunciation of sin without compromise, infact a total turning away from sin.

3.  REPENTANCE AND THE PRINCIPLE OF LOVE:
The knowledge of God's love and the love for Him brings us to repentance. We love God when we obey his word. We love God when we keep His commandments. God has commanded us to repent.Acts.17: 30;Jn.14; l5; we love God because he first loved us Jn.15; l3; Rom.5: 8Jn.4:19.

4. REPENTANCE AND ITS THREE ELEMENTS: Repentance involves three elements: THE INTELLECT, THE EMOTION AND THE WILL
1. THE INTELLECT:
In repentance knowledge is involved. First there must be knowledge of sin inherent in man and its wages, which is eternal death Rom.3: 23; 6:23. The intellect as an element of repentance implies the knowledge and reasoning, with proper understanding from the gospel stand point on the personality of God, man’s depravity and God's plan for man's redemption through Christ (Jn.3: 16;II Peter.3:9)the Holy spirit bringing this information through the word of God convicts the sinner, who must have attained the age of reasoning and decision taken affective and genuine repentance is only obtained among adult who by age have become realistic and sensible. Children can only be trained with righteousness until they grow to decide for Christ. Prov.22:6;23:13-14; Eph.6:4; John.9:21. As they grow to recognize the mother and father there is need to know Christ also.Isa.8:4 

2, THE EMOTION:

The tendency for man to have a feeling for care, to preserve self especially when he is compassed with infirmity. Emotion is an in-build quality in man. It is an impression of love or deep care. (Affection) for another in weeping, laughter, joy, exclamation, shouts, e.t.c. It implies that a good information of gospel i.e having communicated the heart cry of God to the sinner, will stir a deep remorseful feeling yearning from God within the spirit man to bring about the necessary repentance. The emotion as an element of repentance involve in a deep desire to flee damnation and a longing to inherit God's kingdom. Godly sorrow worked repentance. II C.7:8-10. Note that conviction can only be achieved among adults-Acts.2: 37

3. THE WILL: Repentance involved the will of man surrendered to God. it is only when we come to the will that we come to the will that we find the very heart of repentance.         

There must be a determination to for sake sin. T o change one’s attitude toward self, sin and God as well as being able to change one’s will, disposition and purposes in life. “NOT MY WILL” (Matt 6:10; 26:39: JN. 4:34: 6:38; Heb. 10:7). There is a need to change our way to the way of God. All these three elements constitute genuine repentance because it does not only take the knowledge of sin in man, realization of the depravity of man, heartily remorse or deep feelings to regret expressed emotionality, but also in a firm and irreversible decision acted upon to achieve repentance.

5. REPENTANCE ILUSTRATED: Luke 15:11-24

a. The prodigal son out of self will and ego left his father vs. 12.

b. The flesh, desiring pleasure, sinned and brought separation. By sin, man is cut off from the love of God. Vs 13.

c. A life of sensuality and yielding to fleshy dictates will subject a man to poverty vs. 14.

d. When a man is destitute of daily needs, and bankrupt, humiliation becomes inevitable.

e. Starvation and death will undoubtedly end a life of wantonness. Vs 16-17.

f. At the point of realization, (Note the age) sin must be renounced without parley or option to return to it. There must be confession and renunciation at the same time. This decision must be acted upon. Vs. 17-20a.

g. Repentance brings about mercy from God and restoration. There is joy over one sinner that genuinely repents from sin. Vs 20-24

6. REPENTANCE DEMANDS AND HESTITATION 

There is no parleying , bargaining or hesitation in repentance as it is sometimes considered too late.

11Chro. 36:16; Isa 55:6-7; Cor. 6:1-2; Heb. 3:7-11: 12:16-17: Rev.2:5; 16:21-23;Mtt 27:3-55

CONCLUSION
Repentance as used in the original vulgate appears in conjunction with the term ‘TURN’ or  ‘CONVERSION’ implying there is need to substitute man’s state of depravity and way with the fullness of God. (The Word). Repentance is not conversion but Repentance; one must be willing to turn back to God in conversion by faith in Christ.
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