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GREAT GRACE

Acts of Apostles 4 vs. 33

With great power the apostles continued to testify to the resurrection of the Lord Jesus, and much grace was upon them all.
In
 this message, the Holy Spirit will be teaching us about uncommon grace. Before we go ahead, pray and prophesy into you life like this:

1. This year, I shall l have uncommon grace in Jesus name

2. In my ministry, business, and studies, I shall experience great grace in Jesus name

Grace can be described as unconditional, uncommon, and unmerited favour. There is a difference between Grace and uncommon grace, between general grace, and great grace. Whereas, man can favour you as reward for your loyalty or in expectation of a benefit from you, only God can give you unconditional favour.

You salvation is by Grace, because you have sinned and come short of the glory of God. You have destined to die, but the Grace of God redeemed you and turned you to His son. You are a Christian by grace, because if you have been borne into a Muslim family, you could probably have been a Muslim all your life.

 ‘Let us share the grace’, is a popular refrain in Churches, as the concluding activity of all services. Yet most of us chant the statement, without fully knowing the implication. But the few who do know its importance do not joke with the grace. If you come late to the Church, and the only thing you met is sharing of the Grace, you have gained something. Grace makes all things possible.

Paul the Apostle knew the significance of the Grace of God, no wonder all his epistles always ends with an exhortation on the grace of God, knowing fully well that without the grace of God, all his struggles and exhortations and prayers will come to nothing. The Bible itself, the Book of 66 Books, ends its last verse in the book of Revelation with a word on the grace of God.

There are two types of Grace. There is general or natural Grace, and there is higher or uncommon grace.  All men enjoy General grace. For instance, you do not need to believe that Jesus is Lord or the God is the creator before the Sun shines on you. They are several rules of life, and as long as you obey the rules, you will enjoy general grace. For instance, if you work hard, well focused and possess good management skills you are likely to succeed, in any human activity. This explains why some people or some nations that are not calling the name of the Lord are prospering. It is just the natural laws of success that is at work.

 But Christians have an opportunity of enjoying not only the general grace, but also uncommon or higher grace. The early Christians, whom the Bible records are not lacking in grace, enjoyed such and in fact great grace was upon them.

How can Christians enjoy higher grace?

1. Great grace or uncommon grace is a gift freely bestowed by God. It cannot be bought or inherited. Some Pastors have the grace to evangelize, some to heal, and others to make people prosper.

2.  Great grace comes through the Holy Spirit “And I will pour upon the house of David, and upon the inhabitants of Jerusalem, the spirit of grace and supplications…”(Zechariah 12:10) so you have to pray to God to give you the Spirit of grace. If you are not knowledgeable in a subject, God can give you the grace to acquire and know the information you need to succeed.
Esther is a Biblical character that enjoyed the great grace of God. When Ahasuerus the King of was looking for a new woman to made Queen, several young beautiful virgins were brought before his presence. But the King was not pleased with any one of then until Esther appeared and the King made her, an immigrant, the Queen. The grace of God was on her. Joseph was a prisoner, but the great grace of God brought him out of the prison into the palace. A slave boy became a Prime Minster in a foreign land. Mordecai was a street Boy, but the great grace of God made him the Second in command to the King in a foreign land.

As a worker, you need the great grace of to be specially favoured by your Boss, as a student you need the special grace of God not to be sexually harassed by the infidel Lecturer, as a Driver you need the great grace of God to drive on the roads without being harassed or extorted by the myriad of security officers that are on the road. If you have the grace of God you will be blessed without struggling, just as you did not merit salvation but was saved by grace.

Some years ago, when I did not have any hope of buying a Car, God touched somebody and he bought a fairly used Car worth $3000 for me. This is a special grace as I did not work or struggled for it. God is touching somebody on your behalf now; you just need to be connected to the Holy Spirit for a miracle of Great Grace to manifest. Something good, you did not work for or labor for is going to be yours soon by the Special grace of God.

During my first visit to the United States, I was delayed at the John Kennedy International Airport for almost one hour and was almost turned back. I had only $50 in my pocket and the Immigration officers felt that this amount was too small to bring into US. All my explanations that my invitees will be responsible for my subsistence during my brief stay in the US felt on deaf ears. I was almost becoming furious, and may be that would had angered them, but the Holy Spirit told me there that what I need is great grace to enter the US in spite of holding mere $50 in my pocket. I immediately prayed in the spirit and within few minutes the immigration officers changed their composure, handed over my traveling documents to me, and politely cleared me to enter the US. This is what great grace can do, as I later learnt of several cases of travelers being turned back at the airport for the similar reason.

In conclusion, anywhere you go, you need to be conscious that there is a Spirit of Grace that is with you. You are not alone, and must therefore be specially treated. And next time the grace is being shared during the Church service, you must partake in it with a new understanding. Man may favour you, and you will become indebted to them. And no man is likely to favour is enemies. But God’s grace is on all. He gives without expecting reward.

God is the only giver of unconditional grace. The Great Grace of God in Jesus name will bestow the blessings you do not merit, the position you do not work for, the promotion you do not deserve, on you.

Let us pray:

1. Prophesy into your life like this: This year let the Grace of God mark me out.

2. O Lord of Joseph, let you great grace distinguish me.

3. Grace of God put me in a position I do not deserve or merit.

4. Great Grace of God, promote me beyond my expectations.

5. Great grace of God, pulls me out of the crowd, and exalts me into a position of honor.

6. Spirit of Grace fall on me today.
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