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	PRESS RELEASE

	


	· ‘LAST DAY’ TO SAVE LIVERPOOL’S FESTIVAL GARDENS   
· 900  LETTERS ASK FOR GOVERNMENT ‘CALL IN’ OF COUNCIL’S CONTROVERSIAL PLANNING DECISION 

· 88-ACRES OF WATERFRONT WOODLAND AND WILDLIFE THREATENED BY PLAN FOR 1300 LUXURY APARTMENTS 
For further information journalists can contact:
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Lucy Page (Chairwoman) 0151 728 9066 lucyjpage@googlemail.com
David Morton (Media Enquiries) 07981 24 46 29 davidmmorton@hotmail.com
Liverpool, Wednesday 20th June 2007… The campaign to save Liverpool’s Festival Gardens has gained support from more than 900 members of the public who have written to the Secretary of State requesting that the Government ‘call in’ the council’s controversial planning approval for building on the 88-acre waterfront site with a 1300 luxury apartment development.  

The letters have been sent in ahead of the deadline on requests (21st June 2007) to Michael Ashton at the Government Office for the North West City as the representative for the office of the Secretary of State for the Communities and Local Government.
[Anybody late for the post can still send in e-mail requests (with full name, address and telephone number) to michael.ashton@gonw.gsi.gov.uk ].
The Council gave the go-ahead for the development by Langtree McLean on 21st May with outline permission to build 1,308 flats and 66 houses on the waterfront site and full planning permission to develop a new public park on remaining areas of the current woods and rough grasslands.

“Support to save the gardens has more than doubled in the month since the Council decision,” says Lucy Page, who is fronting the campaign.  “People haven’t been fooled by the offer of a park on what is left of the landscape after the developer has wreaked havoc.” 
“With a planned investment of just £2.9 million the park development would be totally inadequate compensation for the £250 million of concrete development that the developers intend to pour over this beautiful landscape, “ she adds.  “It really is just a fig leaf trying to cover up the loss of thousands of mature trees.” 
If the Government decides to turn a deaf ear to the public requests for a ‘call in’ then the woods on the waterfront could be up for the chop as soon as this September.  
“The outline approval on the building of apartments means that we can fight ‘building by building’ against the concrete” says Lucy Page.  “However we expect the developer will  try to use the planning approval for the park as cover for cutting down any tall trees that could get in the way of waterfront views from the apartment blocks – and that process could start any time.” 
As well as fighting for the woods the campaign is fighting against the scale of the building development proposed.

“This is an unbelievably large housing development in what is an officially designated undeveloped coastal zone,” Lucy Page explains.  

“Langtree McLean want to put seven vast apartment blocks each 8-storeys high running for ½ mile along the waterfront in a ‘Costa Del Sol’ type development,” she adds.  “The sad fact is that in Spain the planners are actually having to blow up this sort of scheme because it ruins the seafront, ruins the tourism, ruins the ecology and ruins people’s lives.”

Lucy Page adds: “There simply isn’t an adequate transport infrastructure in this part of the suburbs to handle such a large urban development.”  

Note to Editors 

Liverpool’s landmark Garden Festival Site, the focus of a series of failed development plans over the years, again became the subject of a public campaign earlier this year following the unannounced felling of more than 1,000 trees by property developers in the second week of March.

A new campaign to Save The Garden Festival Site was set up after a public meeting of  was called to try to stop the indiscriminate clearing which had taken in about 1/3 of the trees on the site.
Since then the campaign has faced an uphill task as the property developers, Langtree McLean, have been very actively supported in their plans by Liverpool Council’s planning officer and despite considerable public protest and a 4-hour ‘marathon’ planning meeting the Council’s planning committee “nodded through” the go-ahead for the development.

Now the campaign hopes for help from the call-in procedure which is based on a specific set of guidelines - including considerations whether 1) a council's decision conflicts with national/regional  planning policy on important matters; 2) concerns a development that could have wide effects beyond its immediate locality; 3) the development raises significant urban design issues;  4) the decision concerns a large-scale development 5) the development involves pollution risks and 6) may result in a road being built that's not in a development plan. 
In (very brief) summary in the case of the Festival Gardens the campaign argues: 1) & 2) the planning decision conflicts with the council’s existing planning policy for the housing market across the city – and may destabilize that market; 3) & 4) the decision drops a huge inappropriate urban development onto an unprepared suburban transport infrastructure; 5) the decision threatens to disturb 6 ½ million tons of toxic waste that locals had thought were safely capped by a thick layer of clay and 6) is likely to result in major road schemes of which the public are currently uninformed.
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About the Festival Gardens
The Liverpool Garden Festival Site covers some 88 acres next to the river about 2½ miles south of Liverpool city centre – and can be reached directly by a walk or bike ride ‘along the prom’.  

The woods at the Garden Festival Site were planted as saplings in 1984 to provide the backdrop to the display gardens, water features and the large Festival Hall at Liverpool's International Garden Festival of 1984. Altogether some 250,000 trees and shrubs were planted - plus 50,000 bluebells.


· The landscaped part of the woodlands facing the river at the Festival Gardens was always one of the best elements of the 1984 International Garden Festival - and is now one of its few remaining legacies.

· The landscape was laid out to provide a harmonious setting of colours, shades and shapes across the seasons - and if anything the design has improved over the years as the woodland has grown bigger, denser (with self-seeded saplings) and more impressive.  The biggest 'specimen' trees were already 30 foot high when they were planted in 1984 - but even lesser saplings were already ten years old on planting.

· Unlike the 'built legacy' of the dome and the formal gardens - all of which became truly derelict many years ago - the woodland landscape has actually got visibly better over the years despite negligible management and the considerable activities of vandals. 

· These woods play an important part in the the visual appeal of the prom waterfront - and in its current success as a pleasant environment.

·  Approached along the prom from the City the Garden Festival provides a natural landmark marking the move from the 'built-up' prom walk of industrial properties and waterfront apartments to a greener, more spacious and more tranquil part of the Liverpool. 

· Closer up the woods reveal themselves to be the home of a huge variety of bird species - and a tremendously loud dawn and evening chorus. Altogether more than 100 species of birds visit the woods according to local eco-experts - and more than 30 species of birds have bred this year.

· Although it looks like a natural part of the Liverpool waterfront the Festival Gardens are in fact a man-made landscape: - beneath today's trees and thriving wildlife lies some 6½ million tons of toxic waste capped by a thick layer of clay. The 88-acre site sits on top of one of Liverpool's largest landfill sites which in itself lay on top of very contaminated land from a previous oil jetty.
· The hills at the Garden Festival Site are themselves man-made designed to calm down the breezes and storms blowing in from the Mersey.
· The hills are said to cut strong breezes down by about 45% - which is one of the reasons why these woods have such an unusually welcoming micro-climate and why they attract so much wildlife.
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