	CITY-WIDE SUPPORT FOR CAMPAIGN WINS NEW CHANCE TO SAVE THE FESTIVAL GARDENS AND THE PROM   
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	14th JULY 2007 … It was a very lively campaign – with fun demonstrations on the prom and in front of the Town Hall.  It was also a very serious campaign with people spending hours digging through vast files of plans in Millennium House – doing the work of scrutiny which is usually the job of a Council. 

It was a campaign  that resulted in more than  450 letters being sent to the Council - followed by more than 900 letters to the Secretary of State - protesting against a scheme that would destroy a key part of the prom landscape, and wipe out a woodland and wildlife habitat   that has been growing for the last 23 years on Liverpool’s waterfront. 

But very few people thought it was a campaign that could succeed against a determined property developer working with the active co-operation of Liverpool's planning office and a complaisant planning committee. 

Our campaign had its successes – like when we spotted a plan to give away public land on the prom so that the property developer could build huge apartment blocks that would “oversail” the waterfront. That was dropped by the Council in the face of public outcry.
But we also had our failures: like when – despite the 450 letters – the Council planning committee just 'nodded through' planning approval in the face of detailed objections.  The revelation by one councilor that the developer’s plans had never previously been placed for scrutiny before any Council committee was perhaps the lowest point for the campaign.

The good news out of this disaster was that people stood by the campaign and began sending a whole new set of letters in – this time more than 900 – to the Secretary of State protesting the Council’s actions.  


	
	And the best news was announced on Monday 9th July  when we discovered that Ruth Kelly, the departing Secretary of State, had decided to 'call in' for public inquiry the development plans because she was concerned about many of the issues that our campaign had been making. 

Now we at least have the chance of making our case clearly and publicly – and the property developer’s plans will at last come under proper public scrutiny.  

Obviously a £250 million property development  buys a lot of expert witness and expert advocacy.   
But we believe that our campaign can help save the Festival Gardens.  That’s if the people of Liverpool continue to support our work in preparing for the Inquiry – as much as they helped us win the right to have the Inquiry in the first place.
Please help with your time, your knowledge or any other practical help you can afford.
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“Special thanks to everybody who wrote in to the Planning Committee, to the Secretary of State, to MPs and Councillors or to the Daily Post and the Echo. Against all the odds - it worked ! ! !”   



	The City Planner supported the Property Developers in their planning application.  

He claims that pouring £250 million of concrete and cutting down the woods which have been growing for 23 years is the only viable way of producing a ‘free’ riverside park for the public.  
	
	The Save the Festival Gardens Campaign says the City Planner is plain wrong. 

We say his way is just a ‘viable way’ for the developer to make millions of pounds of profits and get some free manicured grounds for a luxury housing estate.

	See the website at http://www.geocities.com/savethefestivalgardens


Remember the more people who join the campaign – 

the more chance we have of saving the Festival Gardens
Join at savethefestivalgardens@googlemail.com  

